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THE CAUSES or, AND CONDUCT PURSUED BY, 
THE COLONIAL GOVERNMENT, 


4 


FOR QUELLING | 


THE INSURRECTION IN GRENADA; Fo 


From its Commencement on the Night of the 2d of March, 
to the Arrival of General NICHOLS, on the | 
14th of April 1795. 


IN A LETTER FROM A GRENADA PLANTER 
TO A MERCHANT IN LONDON. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR R. FAULDER, NEW BOND=-STREET. 
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London, Iſt Aug. 1795. 


SIR, 


To form any correct judgment of the 
cauſes, nature, and extent of the inſurrec- 
tion, by which the late flouriſhing colony 
of Grenada has been reduced to ruin; and 
of the meaſures hitherto adopted for its ſup- 
preſſion, it would be neceſſary not only to 
take a brief ſurvey of the ſtate of the colony 
when captured' by the Britiſh arms in 1762, 
but alſo to detail the moſt prominent fea- 
tures of its hiſtory, and of the conduct and 
policy of the Britiſh and colonial govern- 
ment towards the adopted ſubjects in it, 
from that period, down to the day on 
which this lamentable event took place. 
To do that, however, would be to write a 
large volume; I muſt therefore content 


myſelf with ſtating generally, | 
= That 


Cs) 


rupted poſſeſſion for upwards of half a cen- 

tury, previous to its ſurrender to the Britifh 

arms in 1762; 
That the colony at that time contained 


double the number of free French inhabi- 


tants, that it did of Britiſi- born ſubjects, on 
the day this inſurrection took place; and 
that a great part of its ſoit was, even then, i in 
a very reſpectable ſlate of cultivation; _ 

That, with very little OW EW CIA, in- 
habitants were compoſed of families, natives 


of the colony, and the greater number of 


them proprietors of conſiderable eſtates ; 
That, by the treaty of 1763,the inhabitants 
- wereceded with the colony to Great Britain; 


being permitted by an expreſs ſlipulation 5 


either to remain in the iſland, and, upon tak- 
ing the oaths of allegiance, &c. to become 
Britiſh ſubjecke, or to di{pole of their reſpec- 
tive properties and effects, and retire from 
the colony; and a term of eighteen months 
was allowed them for thoſe purpoſes, and 

to make their election. The free exerciſe 
es 5 1 Is of 
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That Grenada was originally ſettled by the i 
French, and had remained in their uninter- 
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of their religion, namely the catholic, was 


alſo guaranteed to them ; 


That, at the expiration of the * 


months, the far greater number of them 


choſe to become ſubjects to the king of 
Great Britain, and remain in the colony; 
That, about the year 1768, the Crown im- 


parted the Engliſh conſtitution to Grenada, 
and at the ſame time, to attach the adopted 
ſubjects to their new government more 
firmly, conferred upon them certain privi- 
leges, which were not then enjoyed by the 


natural-born ſubjects of the ſame religious 


perſuaſion in England : the moſt material of 
which were—a right to be appointed to a 
ſeat in the council, and of being elected into 
the aſſembly without taking and ſubſcribing 


the declaration called the Teſt; limited, how- 
ever, not to exceed the number of two in 


the council, and of three members in the 


aſſembly, at any one time. They were alſo 
enabled to hold commiſſions in the militia; to 


be put in the commiſſion of the peace, &c. 
And as a further proof of the good will of 
the adminiſtration of that day towards them, 
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the honour of knighthood was conferred 
upon Francis Laurent, one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable planters nn 1 0 . then } in 
England. al 

That, by this time, a a conſiderable ne 

of Britiſh- born ſubjects having become pur- 
.chaſers in Grenada, ſeveral, and thoſe of 
the moſt conſiderable of them, took um- 
brage at this partiality, as they termed it, 
ſhewn to the adopted ſubjects; and, in 
concert with General Melville, then gover- 
nor of the colony, formed a party againſt 
them, which has ſubſiſted from that day to 
the preſent, and all along been productive 
of much.diſcord among the inhabitants, and 
injury to the progreſſive improvement and 
ſecurity of the country ; and, finally, the 
principal, if not the ſole cauſe of the pre- 
| ſent inſurrection. At this time, however, 
the adopted ſubjects were ſupported by a 

number of the natural-born ſubjects, and, 
after a long ſtruggle, were by their aſſiſt- 
ance eſtabliſhed in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
all thoſe privileges, and continued in the 
undiſturbed poſſeſſion of them for many 


years. 


| CE 
5 That in July 1779 the colony was taken 
8 by the French, and continued in their poſ- 
ſeiſſion until the 7th january 1784. 

1 That by the treaty of 1783 the French 
 X inhabitants of Grenada were placed preciſely + 
in the ſame ſituation as under the treaty of 
17633 and, by the commiſſion and inſtrue- 
tions to General Mathew, in the ſame con- 
dition, in all reſpects, as upon the * of 

the capture in 1779. 

That the inſtructions, as 85 28. reſpetted- 
them, were in the firſt place carefully 
concealed from their knowledge; and, 
when known, the ſame party which had 
oppoſed them in the time of General 
Melville, had now ſufficient influence not 
only to prevent their being carried into 
effect, but alſo, having in the firſt place 
ſtated, as an inconteſtable principle, that 
« no man can diveſt himſelf of his natural 
« allegiance,” falſely, as I think, inferred, 
that all the adopted ſubjects were to be con- 
ſidered in no other light than as aliens, and 
therefore, though qualified in point of reli- 
KF gious profeſſion and in all other reſpects, 
F —— * ncapably 
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incapable of being elected into the aſſembly, 
appointed to ſeats in the eouncil, to com- 
miſſions in the militia, or any other places 


of truſt. It was replied upon the part of 


thoſe unfortunate men, that, admitting the 
truth of this principle, they did not fall un- 
der its deſcription, for that rhey had been 


ceded> by- their” natural ſovereign 10 Great 
Britain, and | therefore. by his own "af" re- 


| leaſed from their natural allegiance :—in 


proof of which the treaties of 1763 and 
1783, and alſo. the commiſſion and inſtruc- 


tions ta Generals Melville and Mathew, 
were produced and read. Nevertheleſs, 


in the courſe of a ſtruggle which- com- 
menced with the reſtoration of the ifland 


in 1784, and was carried on with great 


acrimony and violence on the part of the 
Britiſh-born ſubjects concerned in it, both 


here and in the colony, for the ſubſequent 


ſeven years, theſe-people were completely 


diveſted of all political rights as Britiſh ſub- 


alſo: their churches and glebe lands, of 
f | £5. ' £S | for 


1 ( 7 i 
f uprpards of twenty years under the Brin | 
government, were now taken forcibly" from 
them; a meaſure which, of all thoſe cars 
_ ried into effect to irritate and diſtreſs them, 
was the moſt ſevercly felt, atid contributed 
the moſt to rivet their diſaffection to the 
Britiſh government, and at the ſame. time 
was the leaſt 3 to _ won _ 
poſe: whatever. Fl 
It is neceſſary alſo to mention ee 
ee adopted by the ſame gentleman, 
introduced much about the ſame period, 
and which has alſo contributed its ſhare to 
the ſucceſs of this inſurrection; namely, 
The erecting fortifications upon Rich- 
mond- Hill, upon a ſcale which; with thoſe 
upon Hoſpital-Hill and Fort George, the 
natural defences of the town and ſhipping; 
would always require a garriſon of at leaſt - 
3000 effeaive men to defend them. 
The Britiſh government, however, were 
induced, probably by the miſrepreſentation 
of intereſted men, to give their ſanction to 
this meaſure, and by a letter, under the 
hand of Lord Sydney, undertook, in con- 
ſideration of ſucceſſive grants in labour, to 
314 % 
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(8) 
complete them, to furniſh the colony with 
a garriſon of two regiments in time of peace, 
and a proportional augmentation in time 
of war. Accordingly, for ſeveral years, 
particularly during the reſidence of General 
Mathew in his government, and until, I be- 
lieve, the eve of this war, our garriſon con- 
ſiſted of two very fine regiments, namely 
the 67th and 45th; beſides a corps of artil- 


lery, and about 100 of the black cavalry, 


raiſed in Carolina laſt war, mounted on 
mules. Throughout this time, theſe fortifi- 
cations were carried on with great ſpirit, at 
the joint expence of the mother country 
and the colony, and had ſeldom fewer than 
from 6 to 700 men employed upon them: 
but all this was in the time of profound 
peace, and when no war threatened us.— 
When this event, however, took place, be 
garriſon was diminiſhed to 200 effefirve 
men; and the fortifications, which had by 
that time coſt this country and the colony 
at leaſt 300,000]. were neglected, and 1 
all appearance forgotten. Hoſpital-Hill 
was covered with bruſh-wood and weeds, 
to the height of the block-houſes upon it, 
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and active enemy of the adopted ſubjects 


(9) 
which were themſelves mouldering away 
and reverting faſt to their natural ſtate. In 


Fort George the gun-carriages were rotten,” | 


and the fort itſelf, and almoſt every appen- 
dage, in the moſt defenceieſs and unſervice- 
able condition. Upon Richmond-Hill, Forts 
Lucas and Adolphus were in the ſame ſtate 


with Hoſpital-Hill. Fort Frederick, and the 


maſſy ridiculous fabric of Fort Mathew, com— 
pared with the ruinous ſtate of the others, 
alone preſented ſomething like a face of de- 
fence. To man all theſe different forts, we 
had about 300 regular troops; of whom 
200 only were effective: theſe occupied 
Fort Mathew in the day, and a few of them 
were detached into Fort ane in the 
night, 
The militia conſiſted of ded Gack na- 
tural· born ſubjects; of about 200 adopted 
ſubjects; of about 30 free people of colour 
of Engliſh extraction; and of about 150 of 
French extraction, or progeny of the e 
ed ſubjects. 
Mr. Home, who had been an tad. 
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pointment of lieutenant governor, and was 


the reſideũt commander in chief; a cir- 


cumſtance which was ſcarcely wanting to 
complete their perfect alienation and diſ- 


affection to the government of Grenada. 


All ſocial intercourſe between them and the 


natural-born ſubjects, was now at an end; 


and neither the lieutenant governor nor any 
of us were ignorant, that, to a man, they 
were ready to act againſt us on the firſt op- 
portunity. Their coloured progeny too, 


deſperate and more dangerous: and as the 
greater part of the principal people among 
them, had borne commiſſions in the militia, 
previous to the capture in 1779, they were 
excuſed, as is cuſtomary in ſuch caſes, from 
ſerving as privates; ſo that, living thus in 


all reſpects ſecluded from almoſt all connec- 


tions with government and the natural- born 


ſubjects, they had every opportunity they 
could wiſh, to form their plans, and to carry 


on a corteſpondenee with their countrymen 
at Guadaloupe, with little riſk or fear of 
detection. 


| 1 

| Weak as we thus were in point of num- 
bers, and with ſuch formidable internal 
enemies; any eſſect that might otherwiſe 
have been expected from the force we had, 
was much leſſened by the imbecility and 
torpor of the government, by the manner 
in which the militia was conſtructed and 
officered, and hy the dependent ſtate of the 
majority of the legiſlature; but, above all, 


from the ſmall proportion of proprietors of 


Britiſh- born ſubjects then reſiding in, and 
poſſeſſing any conſiderable ſtake in che fate 
of the colony. 

A militia, which did not conſiſt of more 
than 600 men (for the adopted ſubjects 
were evidently a drawback, to the extent of 
their number, not an addition to its force), 


was divided into five regiments and a troop» 


of horſe; and of thoſe 600 men, 100 and 
upwards. were commiſſioned officers; and: 
of thoſe again, thirty and upwards were field: 
and ſtaff officers, with rank of major and 
upwards; and of thoſe field officers then 
reſident in the colony, there was but one 
man who poſſeſſed an acre of land in it. 
The 


* 


. * 


oF By" 000 - 
The arms for this militia, which had 
been imported many years ſince, at the ex- 
pence of the colony, were kept in the court- 
houſe, in the town of St. George, without 
even a ſentinel upon them; and were 
delivered out once a month, for an hour or 
two, to-the militia to exerciſe with, and 
then returned to a perſon employed to clean 
and keep them in order, at the expence of 
the colony. It is ſcarce neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that by thus keeping the arms locked 
up in St. George s, the militia were not only 
left naked, and expoſed, without means of 
defence, to inſurrections at all times, but it 
had a direct tendency to prevent, inſtead of 
rouſing, that ſpirit of competition, that de- 
fire to excel in military exerciſes, which 
ought to have been promoted in Grenada, 
and which exiſts in ſo high a degree in the 
neighbouring iſland of Tobago; where the 
militia keep their own arms; and even in 
time of peace are regularly exerciſed, at 
leaſt once a fortnight, at convenient parades. 
| Beſides all this, the number of privates in 
Grenada being only in the proportion of four 
or 


of leſs moment — with us, the preſence of ſo 


5 6 
or five to one of the commiſſioned officers, 
and quite as reſpectable men, promotion 


could never be conſidered as a proper ob- 


f 


ject of ambition. 
The council, into whoſe wee the go- 


vernment of the colony fell in conſequence 
of the inſurrection, conſiſted of : 
1ſt, Kenneth Francis Mackenzie, Barriſter 


in St. George, and a planter i in the colony 


of Demarary, preſident. 
2d. Thomas Campbell, merchant in St. 
George, and a planter in ditto. 
za. Andrew Farquharſon, ſurgeon in 
Grenada, and a planter in ditto. 
4th. A. C. Adye, barriſter in St. George's. 
It. Alexander Frazer, merchant in ditto. 
th. Samuel Dent, miniſter in ditto; and 
Ith. Samuel Mitchel, the only member 
of council poſſeſſing an eſtate in Grenada. 
Of Britiſh ſubjects poſſeſſing real eſtates, 
there were only ſeven ia all m_— in the 
colony. 
If any other Britiſh 1 had thus come 


under the government of perſons poſſeſſing 


no real property in it, it would have been 


many 


id. 
many diſaffefted natural-burn French propries | 
tors, who had never known their preſent 
rulers but in inferior fituations during the 
French government laſt war, rendered the / 
| abſence of the Britiſh-born proprietors ſo 

fatal to themſelves, and to the colony. Of 
the adopted ſubjeQs almoſt all were pro- 
prietors, and many of them, of conſiderable 
ſugar eſtates, ſuch as D'Arguiel, the three 
brothers the Cloziers, Papin, Lamellerie, 
Marecheau, Olivier, Mays, Molinier, Prud- 
homme, Houc, Dert, Depradine, De Gan- 
nes, Chevalier De Suze, &c. &c. 

In ſuch a ſituation of things, and with the 
perfect knowledge of all the circumſtances 
ſtated, which our lieutenant governor 
poſſeſſed, it was perfectly evident, that after 
the diſaſters at Guadaloupe, and inſurrec- 
tion at Saint Lucia, ftrong meaſures only 
could enſure our ſafety, and that the firſt and 
moſt neceſſary of theſe were—to put the 
colony under military law, and to watch 
as narrowly as poſſible, every ſuſpicious 
perſon among the adopted ſubjects, and their 
mulatto progeny. There was no poſſibility, 
however, of prevailing * Mr. Home to 
take 


* 


1 

take any material ſtep whatever for the ſe- 
curity of the iſland. Indeed, if any thing 
could have induced him to do ſo, it would 
have been the conſtant and perſevering ap- 
plications of * one faithful ſervant of go- 
vernment, who from the month of October 
to the 3d of March, the day when the inſur- 
rection began, left no means untried, perſo- 
nally and through the medium of friends, 
to rouſe him into ſome activity and ſenſe of 
danger. 

The only effect of all theſe „ 
was the iſſuing orders to the commanding 
officers of the militia to hold themſelves in 
readineſs at a moment's warning, and to 
deliver out the arms in the Court-houſe 
to the militia ; an order iſſued but a few 
days before the inſurrection, and executed 
as to thoſe of the town only. This mea- 
ſure however is ſuppoſed to have ſaved St. 
George's, and to have hurried the inſurgents 
| into the execution of their deſigns before the 
adopted ſubjects in general conſidered them 
* for action. 


Collector Ferguſon, formerly Lieutenant Governor 43 
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| Tur un in two parties, com- 
menced their operations about the ſame 
hour, in the night between the 2d and 3d 
of March, upon . oppoſite ſides of 
the iſland. 9 910 
I be party on the eaſt ſide had l 
vouſed at the houſe of Houc Ducoin about 
3 miles from Grenville, came into that 
town between 12 and 1 o'clock, inftantly 
broke open the ſtores and delta g eue, 
and murdered every Engliſhman they found, 
without diſtinction. The town of Gren- 
ville is ſituated upon the beach almoſt level 
with the ſea, and parallel to the harbour, 
where two ſhips, two brigs, two topſail 
ſchooners and ſome ſmall craft with from 
30 to 40 Britiſh ſeamen on board, were 
then lying at about 5o yards diſtance. Of 
theſe veſſels the ſhip Flying Fiſh was 
armed with 8 four pounders beſides ſwivels, 
and the brig Home had 4 four pounders 
and ſome ſwivels. The others were unarmed; 
and perhaps it was not leſs unfortunate to 
| | the 
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the colony than to themſelves, that two-of 
the moſt active and ſenſible of the officers - 
belonging to the ſhipping, viz. Captain 
Blair of the armed ſhip Home, and Cap- 
tain Smith of the Roman Emperor, were 
ſleeping that night on ſhore : for the firſt of 
them was in conſequence murdered; and the 
latter miraculouſly eſcaped by ſwimming, 
though dreadfully wounded, on board his 
ſhip. Hence too, probably, ithappened, that 
though the moon was at the full, and ob- 
Jets almoſt as diſtinguiſhable at ſo ſhort a 
diſtance as in the day ; and though the miſ- 
creants ſpent the whole night, at leaſt from 
the time they entered the town until five 
o'clock in the morning, in murdering the 
inhabitants, aud robbing the ſtores, not a 
ſingle ſhot was fired at them from the ſhip- 
ping. At break of day they quitted the 
town, and took the road for their precon- 
certed place of rendezvous at Belvidere, a 
coffee eſtate belonging to a mulatto man 
of the name of Fedon, ſituated nearly in 
the centre of the iſland, upon the heights 
between Grenville on the eaſt and Gouyave 
on the weſt, and commanding a view of 
25 G the 
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che country to the ſea on each ſide. In 
their way up the great river they ſtopped 
firſt at De Glapion's ſugar-work about half 

aà mile from Grenville, where they found 

Mr. Grant the manager in the boiling- 
houſe, and requeſted him to let them have 

the eſtate's mules to carry their plunder and 
baggage—and, what was fingular enough, 

offered him no injury. From Mr. Grant's 

they went to a country-houſe of Mr. Roſe's,. 
merchant in Grenville, whom they carried 

with them; and then to Balthazar, the eſtate 

of an adopted ſubject now in England, 
where they murdered the catholic prieſt his 
ſteward, and from thence to Belvidere. 

The alarm was fired at Grenville ſoon 
after they left it in the morning, and the 
militia of that quarter aſſembled there early 
in the forenoon to the number of 50 or 60 
effective men, but indifferently provided 
with arms and ammunition. Mr. Grant 

ſtated to them, that this party of the inſur- 
gents. when they paſſed him amounted to 
about 60 in number, that he knew moſt 
ef them by ſight, and that they belonged. 
| all to the iſland; that there were ſeveral- 


* ſlaves 


( 19 ) 
| ſlaves among them; and that they appeared 
much intoxicated, and a of them with-- 
out muſkets. 

He, Mr. Grant, ee a 
— to the militia then aſſembled to 
follow them - but unfortunately was not 
ſeconded by the commanding officer in his 
ſpirited propoſal· or they had infallibly. - 
overtaken them at Balthazar, and probably 
given that party ſuch a blow as might ha; e 
altogether ſtopped the further progreſs of 
this melancholy buſineſs. _ 

The other party commenced their opera- 
tions at Gouyave by ſeizing and making pri- 
ſoners all the Britiſh-born ſubjects, whom 
they carried with them to Belvidere—but 
murdered no one—and in the morning, or 
early in thy Onions. were joined by ſome 
of the moſt independent of the adopted 
ſubjects, ls as DArquiel; the Cloziers, 
Chevalier de Suze and ſons, &c.; and one of 
them, namely. Clozier de St. Marie, is ſaid ' 
to have induced ſeveral Britiſh · born ſubjects 
to accompany him, by telling them 4 or 
Sooo republicans had landed at St. George's, 
mma Wah were putting all to the ſword, | 
c 2 and 
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and that the ſafeſt courſe was therefore to 
go with him to Belvidere. 
An account of the e at Gloves 
ville reached St. George's, where I was, about 
1# o'clock A. M.; and as there was no ap- 
pearance' of any of the paſſage canoes-from 
Gouyave, which uſually came to town 
about 10 o'clock; and a negro girl juſt 
come from an eſtate in that neighbourhood 
Had informed us, that ſome armed mulatto 
men had come about midnight and carried 
away the white en it; we had v 
received from the orion tore ad- 
dreffed to the commanding officer of the re- 
gulats, Captain Sandyman, now in London, 
which ſtated that the French had landed 
at La Baye, and were committing ſhocking 
gone towards that quarter, and that he him- 
felf ' was Rs out for town by the Grand- 
Etang road. Soon after à ſecond letter 
was received, addreſſed to his fecretary, ſtat- 
ing that no Freneh had landed, but that the 
fres * of colour had fiſen againſt the 
* whites, 


„ „„ | 

whites,. and that he bimſelf was coming 
1 round by CC iro tog nnd bet bag 

By this time the council had met: and 
ſuch of the gentlemen of the troop as were 
in town, about twenty in number, were 
diſpatched towards the town of Gouyave, 
where a very great n. of them then 
were, to reconnoĩtrrmmmedda . 
About 6, o clock P. M. they returned, 
ſtating they had gone within half à mile of 
Gouyave, and had good information that no 
foreign enemy had landed, and that it was 
the free people of colourof French extraſtion 

only who were in arms; but that a good ma- 
ny of the adopted ſubjects belonging to the 
quarters of Grand- pauvre and Gouyave had 
either voluntarily gone with them, or been 
the Britiſh-born ſubjects of that neighbour- 
. Campbell; and Mr. Farquhar, in coming 
round in à floop from Levera; having been 
- obſerved from the fliòre in paſfing Gouyave, 
had been putſued and fired at by ſome of 
the mulattoes im a pettioger orcanoe; in con- 
TEE of which they had gone on ſhote 
93 ſome- 


Anxious, probably, to ſee the governor ſafe 


from the canoe, the floop and her people got 


( 22 ) 
ſomewhere thereabouts in the floop's boat, 
and had been unfortunately made priſoners, 
Paraclete, where both the Lieutenant-go- 
vernor and Mr. Campbell were, is diſtant on- 
ty three” miles of fine carriage road from 

Zrenville, to which place Mr. Campbell came 
downaboutnineo'clockinthe morning but, 
moſt unfortunately for himſelf and the colo- 
ny, remained there only a very few minutes. 


to town, he returned to him immediately, 


and proceeded with him to Mr. Farquhar's 
houſe upon Mr. Hervey's eſtate, and from 


north-eaſt end of the iſland, where they 
embarked on board of a drogher lying 
there belonging to Mr. Ker, to come round 
to town. Their taking to the ſloopꝰs boat and 
going on ſhore near Gouyave was equally 
unfortunate; for, notwithſtanding the firing 


ſafe in the eyening to town. The Lieute- 
nant-governor and Mr. Campbell's falling 
gents, was an accident perhaps no leſs un- 
1 chan fatal i in the ſe- 
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great ſpirits, and increaſed both their activity 
and arrogance—and, beſides, placed the go- 


grin, &c. by 6 o'cleck P. M. we knew 


Ip 8 
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vernment of the colony, at the moſt import- 
ant criſis poſſible,” in the hands of © gentle- 
men than whom, as will appear from the 
tardy and feeble meaſures they adopted, 


none could have been any where found 
mare unfit for ſo arduous a ſituation; inſo- 
much that even Mr. Home, weak and inac- 


tive as he had ever been, was now a loſs to 
the colony in the compariſon. l 


Through the intelligence brought us by 


the Governor's letter, by the troop, and by 
the arrival of ſeveral gentlemen from the 
neighbourhood of Grenville, quarter of Me- 


information as to the extent of the evil 
quite ſufficient to have acted upon. — The | 


_ militia of the pariſh of St. George's, which, 


nearly of the whole of the colony, and alſo 
that of the quarter of St. David's, were all 
aſſembled; ſo that the force by that hour 
in * George's conſiſted of at leaſt 400 
Fil C4 effective 1 
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accoutred.— It was, as I have already ſtated, 


a clouded day in England. We were diſ- 


with baggage or proviſions; for every eſtate 


1 
effective men, Britiſh- born ſubjects of the 
militia, of about 100 Britiſh ſeamen in 
of whom however only 200 were returned 
effective. Our whole force con- 
ſiſted of between 7 and 800 men; and at 
the ſame time we had every reaſon: to be- 
lieve, that of the enemy did not exceed 200 
men, and thoſe of a claſs whoſe courage we 
had been long in the habit of holding in 
contempt, undiſciplined, ill armed, and un- 


nearly full moon, and in the height of the 
dry ſeaſon when in the Weſt Indies the 
nights are delightful, and as light almoſt as 


tant from Gouyave, where we knew a large 
party of the enemy then were, by land, only 
2 miles of good bridle- road; and by ſea, 
eaſily rowed or ſailed, in two hours; from 
whence to Belvidere it was not more than 
6 miles, and the greater part of that alſo to- 
lerable bridle rod. We had plenty of horſes, 
mules, boats, and tanoes:: there was no 
occaſion the for encumbering any party 
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in the wayß at that time, and for many days 
afterwards, abounded in both proviſions and 
accommodation of all forts. In ſhort; there 
was no obſtacle that could have prevented 
any detachment, ſent out by 12 o'clock 
chat night (and ſuch a one might eaſily 
have been diſpatched by 9 o'clock), from 
morning. We knew to a. certainty that not 
only the  miſcreants had been up all the 
Grenville paſſed Mr. Grant, they were 
Wie knew, or at leaſt had reaſon to be- 
eve, that many of their aſſociates in the 
them, and that they had not in all proba- 
bility been able to concentre their force, 
and take any efficient meaſures for their de- 
fence; and, in ſhort, that if an early attack 
reaſon. to hope they might be either com 
pletely ſurpriſed, ar at leaſt found in a ſtate 
incapable of — mene Be- 
oy e. f ſuecour arrivi 
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5 ſroin Gu adaloupe, which it was known 

| they expected. was another ſtrong reaſon for 
prompt and vigorous meaſures. The hiſ- 

tory of all rebellions proved the danger of 

delay; and, in the preſent, it was probable 

J that half the force might ſuppreſs it in that 
night that would be required to do it in 
only twenty · four hours afterwards. It was 

alſo evident, that if they were once allowed 
time to create a movement among our ſlaves, 

the ruin of our negroemen, and deſtruc- 
tion of our property muſt become inevita- 
every 100 it did at that moment, to re- 
tore the colony to tranquillity. By bring- 
ing on ſhore all the ſeamen, who are al- 
ways well acquainted with the management 

of cannon, and putting one half of them, 
ſſmips, into Fort St. George, and ſending 
the other half, with a few of the militia, up 

to Richmond-hill , who with the convaleſ- 
cents of the regulars would have been ſuf- . 
ficient for its preſent defence, we might 
lere Captain Sandyman's authority to fa, that 


* one hour's notice. er x 3h 
Mt have 
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have detached the whole of the 200 8 
tive ſoldiers, and at leaſt as many of the 
| elſeQives of the militia, in an hour's time 
a force, I will venture to ſay without fear of 
contradiQtion, at this time far more than 
equal to the annihilation of the inſurgents. 
Indeed, even after the rebellion had been 
ſuffered to acquire conſiſtency and force, 
and /'was become truly formidable, and 
therefore more menacing, to the town, than 
at this time, viz. a whole fortnight aſter- 
wards, General Lindſay, as will appear in 
the ſequel, carried out with him fully this 
troops and militia that were at this time 
in town; for I ſpeak excluſive of the 120 
ceived from St. Lucia by the Beaulieu fri- 
gate. There was alſo another meaſure to 
be adopted, no leſs neceſſary to the ſecurity 
of the town, and ſucceſs of ſuch enterpriſe, 
than to the good treatment and perſonal 
ſafety of our unfortunate friends who had 
fallen into the hands of the inſurgents.” This 
was, to have ng of, and ſecured in 
the fort, or on board of a priſon - hip, all 
| the new ſub es and free-coloured people 
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_ of French extraction, with their domeſtics | 
all over the colony for the purpoſe cf 
cleariog the town of ſuch dangerous inha- 
bitants, for preventing their joining 
adding % the: force of the rebel, and 2. : 
Such were among the meaſures that might, 
and — which-L recom · 
ell to be taken. 
5 0h, now, Sir; Klang AY 
lection renews my / indignation, '' requeſt | 
your attention to the feeble and. puſillani- 
mous meaſures that were at length adopt- 
ed - adopted, after delays which could not 
but render the moſt vigorous activity pre- 
carious, if not indeed abſolutely uſeleſs. 
On Thurſday the 5th of March, about 
noon, the inſurrection having then exiſted 
from midnight of the ad, a detachment 
conſiſting of forty men out of the 200 effec- 
tive regulars, and of ninety of the . 
under the command of Captain Gurdon of 
che 58th regiment, a young api then 
bn n in Grenada, wo conſequently 
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without) local knowledge of the eolany, 
were embarked on board of a ſmall veſſel 
at St. George's, and diſpatched under con- 
voy of another ſmall armed veſſel, with 
inſtructions to land near Gouyave, to 
attack it that evening, and then to march 
and attack the rebels at their camp at Bel- 
videre-on the following morning, the 6th ; 
and aſſurances were given him of powerful 
ſupport by the militia from the quarters of 
St. Andrew's and of St. Patrick's *. About 
the ſame time the troop, under the com- 
mand of Captain Ker already mentioned, 
was diſpatched -to - Grenville, upwards of 
20 miles from St. George's, with orders to 
the commanding officer there, to aſſemble 
ſuch of the white men as could be ſpared 
: from the neceſſary defence of that quar- 
ter; and to march with them, and at- 
tack the rebels at Belvidere the following 
morning; and informing him, that at the 
= time an attack would be made from 


he oppoſite or Gouyave ſide of the iſſand, 
wo party of the regulars and militia 
ton and upon the St. Patrick's 


. vide Appendix, No. L 
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fide by a a detachmenns 1 militia from tha 
quarter. l 3 | 
I be troop, fon tg this 16 diſpatch, 
were directed to proceed to St. Patrick's, 
which lies on the N. E. extremity of the 
inland, about 10 miles from Grenville, and 
about 30 miles from town, and there to de- 
liver ſimilar inſtructions to the command- 
ing officer of that quarter; namely, to af- 
ſemble ſuch of the white men as could 
be ſpared from its neceſſary defence, and 
then march towards Belvidere, and attack 
the rebel camp from that ſide next morn- 
ing. With theſe orders, there were alſo in- 
ſtructions to each of theſe gentlemen, to 
ceiollect and arm the truſtieſt ſlaves of their 
reſpective quarters, if they thought proper. 
Now, Sir, to enable you to judge of the 
wiſdom of this plan, formed afier a fatal de- 
lay of three entire days, it is neceſſary in the 
firſt place only to recolleQ, that Grenville 
and its quarter were the principal ſeat. of 
the inſurrection, and that the greater pait of 
the free Engliſh inhabitants of the town 
had been murdered on the night of the ad 
—a melancholy fact we well knew early 


1 tral 
me n ot the George's! io . 
place I muſt obſerve, that the whole quar= 
ter, or pariſh, which extended nearly to 
the rebel camp, did not then contain boy 
effective whites of Britiſh- born ſubjects; 
that the rebels were then poſted at no more 
than 6 miles from it, and completely within 
view, upon a mountain forming a part of 
a chain of mountains, denominated in that 
country, the main-ridge, which are incon- 
ceivably ſteep and broken, interſected by 
deep glens and rivulets, and covered with 
virgin woods, through the evergreen foliage 
of which the ſun's rays never penetrate * ; 
and that, after the firſt 2 or 3 miles, if this 
. handful of militia (not one of whom had, 
I believe, ever ſeen any real ſervice) had 
attempted to carry theſe orders literally into 
execution, they muſt have entered theſe. 
woods, and croſſed theſe deep ravines and 
rivulets, and aſcended ſteep and almoſt in- 
acceſſible mountains, and that too half. armed 
only, in the face of an enemy by this time 
This chain of mountains extends along, or divides, 
the whole iſland of Grenada lengthways from St, Pa- 


trick's on the N, N. E. end of the iſland to point Saline 
near Bt George's on the S. S. W. end. «; 


twenty 


| ( 42 ). | 
teenty times 8 in 3 | 
fate of preparation, and defended & canon 
_ well as ſmall arms j and alſo, that with 
the rebels, and ſuch a country as L have de- 
ſcribed, lying directly between them and 
Gurdon's detachment, it was evidently im- 
poſſible to form any ſuch communication 
wich it, as to enable them to attack at the 
ſame moment, or to act indeed in any re- 
ſpect in concert with either it or that of 
St. Patrick's: and beſides, admitting for a 
moment all this to have been practicable, it 
was evidently impoſſible for them to have 
complied with ſuch orders, upon 2 very y ſhort - 
mrtrce, within the time limited. With re- 
ſpect to the quarter or pariſh of St. Pa- 
tricks, it is no leſs neceſſary to obſerve, 


. . a the whole did not contain 50 effective 


| whites, of Britiſh-born ſubjects; and thoſe 
it would ſeem were ſuppoled, though I can- | 
not imagine why, to be ſcattered on the 
different eſtates. © Beſides, it alſo abounded 
in inſurgents, was nearly double the diſtance 
of Grenville from the rebel camp, and ſepa- 
rated by the chain of impafſable mountaine 


juſt deſcribed, extending between it and 
; Aa | " them, 
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Heli about half the length of the iſland 3 
ſo that, to have approached it at all, they 
muſt have marched along the clear country 
until they came oppoſite to it, upon either 
the Grenville or Gouyave fi ſide, and have 
then entered the woods, and aſcended the 
mountains.” But above all it is neceſſary 


do recollect, that previous to the inſurrec- 


tion the colony-arms were kept in' the 
court-houſe in the town of St. George ; 
and that theſe had been delivered out to the 
militia there only ; in conſequence of which, 
thoſe of St. Andrew's and St. David's were 
not half armed, much leſs provided with 
ſpare ones to arm truſty negroes; à cir- 
cumſtance with which it was impoſſible 
the prefident and his council could be un- 
acquainted. Neither is there at the town 
of Grenville, nor at the hamlet of St. Pa- 
trick's, nor in ſhort in any part of theſe 
two quarters, any Fort or place of defence, 
of any ſort, to which, in caſe of diſaſter, 
theſe handfuls of men could retire. 
Theſe circumſtances premiſed, I proceed 
to ſtate the reſult of this plan of attack. 
enn Gurdon with his party landed 
D about 


( 34 ) 

about 4 o'clock the ſame afternoon, two or 
three miles to leeward of Gouyave ; where 
having learned that the rebels had taken 
two cannon from the battery upon the ſea- 
beach there, and placed them ſo as to com- 
mand a defile upon the high road by which 

he was to have paſſed, he found himſelf 
obliged to march the detachment thither, 
by a long, circuitous and laborious route, 
which, however, he effected, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion without oppoſition. His detach- 
ment, unaccuſtomed to long marches, were 
by this time very much fatigued; in con- 
ſequence of which, after placing a ſtrong 
picquet guard at the dwelling-houſe of Gou- 
yave-eſtate, which ſtands near, but upon 
high ground over the town, and taking 
every prudent and neceſſary precaution. to 
guard againtt ſurpriſe, he took poſt there 
during the early part of the night ; with a 
view to give ſome reſt to his party, and 
advance early in the morning: but, in theſe 
intentions, he found himſelf fruſtrated hy 
a very bold and unexpected attack made 
upon him about 3 o'clock in the morning, 
by a detachment of the rebels. Through the 


judicious 
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judicious precautions which Captain Gur- 
don had prudently taken to guard againft 
ſurpriſe, they were beat off with conſiderable 
loſs; yet the numbers, ſpirit and perſeve- 
rance with which this attack was made, 
and indeed the very deſcending of ſuch a 
detachment from the heart of the moun- 
tains, and thus attacking in the clear coun- 
try, inſtead of waiting to defend themſelves 
in their faſtneſſes, ſufficiently evinced the 
advantages they had already derived in con- 
fidence, and ſtrength, from the unaccount- 
ably inactive conduct of the preſident and 
his council. In this affair fell Mr. Barry 
of the militia (a young gentleman, who af- 
ter being mortally wounded continued to 
diſplay the greateſt gallantry and fortitude), 
and with him three or four of the ſoldiers, 
beſides ſeveral wounded. I now return to 
Grenville. : 
The troop, with the diſpatches already 
mentioned, reached this place without ob- 
ſtacle, about three or four o'clock that after- 
noon (the 5th); and, fortunately for this 
plan had it been at all practicable, found 
the St. Patrick's militia, as well as thoſe of 
its own quarter, all aſſembled. 
= D 2 
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Captain Ker immediately delivered the 
before- mentioned orders and inſtructions 
to the reſpective commanders. Mr. Iſaac 
Horsford, manager of Mount-Horn eſtate, 
an elderty gentleman with a large family, 
at this time commanded the Grenville 
militia as colonel of that regiment, as it is 
called; and Doctor John Stewart, a gentle- 
man of very conſiderable general abilities 
and (information, that of the St. Patrick's. 
Theſe gentlemen immediately called a coun- 
cil of war, of all the officers belonging to 
the two quatters; the opinion of which was, 
that any co-operation upon their part with 
Captain Gurdon's detachment, within the 
time limited, was mpra#icable ; and that, 
from the hoſtile difpoſition of many of the 
whites (meaning the new ſubjects) of theſe 
quarters who had not even then joined the 
rebels, and alfo of the flaves, not a man 
could be ſpared from the neceſſary defence of 
the quarters. To which purpoſe, and with 
the material addition, that the two corps 
muſtered together only eighty effective pri- 
vates, and that of theſe not more than two- 
thirds were armed and accoutred, an an- 


- 
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ſwer , was, returned to the preſident, with 
which, the troop got back again to St. 
George s without any, obſtruction about 
9 g;clock the ſame evening. And thus end- 
ed the firſt part of this plan of attack, 
Which coſt the preſident and his council 
near three days deliberation; in my opi- 
nion, our fellow-ſubjeRs, - priſoners with 
the inſurgents, their lives, and moſt of the 
inhabitants of that devoted colony, their 
fortunes. 12 But to proceed to the ſecond. 

The Quebec frigate of thirty- ix guns, 
Captain Rogers, fortunately arrived from 7 
St. Vincent's much about the ſame time the 
troop returned from Grenville; and on the 
following day, the 6th, a reinforcement of 
about twenty-five, of the marines was ſent 


5 to Captain Gurdon, with directions to pro- 


ceed to Belvidere. next morning, the 7th, 
and then attack the rebels. About the 
ſame time, the troop was ſent back to Gren- 
ville, with a warm reprimand. to Meſſrs. 
Horsford and Stewart for diſobedience of 
orders, as their anſwer the day before 
was called, and with peremptory inſtruc- 
tions to march immediately at their peril, 

D 3 | with 


. 
with all the effectives of the two regiments, 
for the rebel camp at Belvidere, there to 
ſupport Captain Gurdon's attack next morn- 
ing; at the ſame time informing them, that 
the latter had taxen Gouyave, and was to 
be ſtrengthened with a reinforcement of 
100 ſeamen or marines from the frigate ; 
and that a veſſel would proceed with arms 
and accoutrements for them by ſea, but for 
the arrival of which they were abſolutely 
ordered not to wait, but to r immedi- 
_ without them. 

Theſe laſt orders to Meſſrs. Horsford and 
Stewart, if at this time any chance remain- 
ed, decided in my opinion the fate of our 
property in Grenada; for by theſe the ſafety 
of the quarter of Grenville, a great and 
important .point, and with which that of 
the whole iſland was intimately connected, 
was now entirely abandoned to its fate. 
The anſwer returned by theſe gentlemen 
was, that the orders ſhould be obeyed as 
far as poſſible; and accordingly all of them 
fit for duty, to the number of about eighty 
men, marched immediately. But ſtill con- 

vineed, from their local knowledge, of 
1 88 | "the 
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the impoſſibility of making good their way 
through the woods, ſo as to be able in any 
reſpect to act in concert with Captain Gur- 
don's detachment, they went round by the 
quarters of St. Patrick and Grand-Pauvre, 
with intention to join him at Gouyave, diſ- 
tant by this route above thirty miles, before 
he ſhould proceed on the intended atrack ; 
which they happily effected, without the 

leaſt obſtrution, at four o'clock the follow- 
ing morning. 

The extreme weakneſs of the Seer 
ſent out under Captain Gurdon, eſpecially 
after ſo long a period given to the rebels to 
colle& and prepare themſelves, was of itſelf 
ſufficient to deſtroy any well-grounded hope 
of ſucceſs. But, if irs ſtrength in point of 
numbers had been even equal to its intended 
object, ſtill the want of officers, and the ab- 
ſence of all the gentlemen of rank and con- 
ſequence then in town, by whoſe example, 
influence, and authority, the mer. might 
have been kept ſober and to their duty, was 
of itſelf quite enough to have fruſtrated 
this whole enterpriſe. For, I muſt requeſt 
you to obſerve, that though there were at 
this time! in town, beſides the preſident him- 
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ſelf, all the fix members of — above 
mentioned, about eight or nine members of 
aſſembly, and near a ſcore of gentlemen with 
: rank i in the militia from that of general te to 
major incluſive; yet not one of all "theſe, 
nor a man with higher rank than that of 

captain in the militia, nor a ſingle pro- 
prietor of lands, nor an attorney for ab 
ſentees, nor in ſhort any man of any con- 
ſiderable eſtate or office in the colony, 

were ſent out with, or did accompany, this 
feeble detachment; a detachment upon 
which, notwithſtanding, the fate of that 
unhappy country was admitted on all 
hands abſolutely to depend. 

The conſequence of this became obvious 
immediately; F for, on the firſt night after 
they went out, a number of the men got { ſo 
drunk. as not to be able to turn out to de- 
fend themſelves when attacked in the morn- 
ing: — a circumſtance which of itſelf muſt 
bave diſabled Captain Gurdon from march- 
ing and attacking the rebels that morning, 
even if no ſuch attack had been made upon 
him; and during the following day and 
night of the 6th, this ſcene of drunkenneſs 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, that on the morn- 

ing 
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ing of the 7th, even; after . Grenyille mii · 
tia and the 25 marines had joined the detach- 
ment, it was thereby rendered abſolutely 
incapable. of Proceeding. And conſiderin 5 
the number of gentlemen who during all thi 
time might have rode to Gouyav? by had, 
or been rowed up by water in a couple of 
hours, it merits particular notice, chat Cap; 
tain Gurdon, i in his letter to the preſident, 
expreſaly ſtated, « he was upable to pre- 
vent this diſgraceful ſcene of inebriety chere, 
from the few officers that were with him; 
and that therefore on the 7th he marched 
his party out of the town, to an eſtate call- 
ed Revolution-hall—but that nevertheleſs, 
contrary, to his expectations, the negroes 
brought rum to the men from Suu houſe 
or hut that he paſſed. 

In conſequence of all this, i it was 9 
the 8th of March before Captain Gurdon 
was enabled to proceed with his whole force, 
now conſiſting of about 230 * men in * 


* The detachment he carried out with him 130 
Grenville and St. Patrick 380 
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towards the rebel camp. ao his near ap- 
proach, he perceived the inſurgents, in 
great force, poſted upon ſuch advantageous 
ground, with two ſix-pounders, which the 
delay in ſending out this detachment had 
given them time and opportunity to haul 
all the way up the mountains from the bat- 
tery on the ſea-beach at Gouyave, to their 
poſt—thar he judged it impoſſible to carry 
the place ;- eſpecially as he alſo perceived 
two large houſes full of men, from whence, 
if he had even carried the guns, they might 
have cut off all his party. | 
Captain Gurdon therefore thought it ad- 
viſable to return to Gouyave, from whence 
he immediately ſent a veſſel to town for a 
reinforcement and two howitzers. But 
here again mark the conſequence of the 
abſence of the gentlemen principally inte- 
reſted in the ſafety of the colony. Several of 
the dwelling-houſes upon the eſtates in the 
neighbourhood of town having been burnt 
about this time by the negroes, and an alarm 
in conſequence thereof reached this de- 
tachment, that the town was in danger of 
being ſet fire to, particularly from the num- 
| Woe? | ber 


Td. 

ber of new ſubjects with their coloured b 
geny, ſlaves and domeſtics then at large in it, 
and whoſe hoſtile diſpoſitions were well 
known ; the inhabitants, who formed a great 
part of this detachment, became mutinous, 
and inſiſted upon immediately returning to 
town, and that too with or without the 
leave of their commander—becauſe, as they 
ſtated to him, their property was there, 
and that was what they meant to defend. 
Accordingly, ſeveral having ſet off by land, 
Captain Gurdon found himſelf compelled 
to ſuffer the reſt to embark, and to return 
with his whole I —_ ſame even- 
ing to town, _ 

Thus, not only without any attack n 
by us, but, the ſkirmiſh with Gurdon's 
party at Gouyave excepted, without any at- 
tack made upon us; nay, without even an 
enemy, I may ſay, once in ſight of us, or a 
ſhot fired, in the ſhort ſpace of ſix days, 
and while our ſlaves in general remained in 
the utmoſt tranquillity, were making ſugar, 
and carrying on their work upon many 
eſtates as uſual, even in the abſence of the 
| Whites; the iſland of Grenada, town and 
I | forts 
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forts excepted, with 39,990 llaves, batteries 


of cannon, and | ammunition, in every quar- 


ter, fire-arms of different deſcriptions, and 
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oder on many o of the eſtates, with abun- 
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dance of proviſions, cattle, and horſes ; in | 
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ſhort, reciſely as the colony food at he - 
hour Ny the inſurrection was it thus aban- 
doned by upwards, of 1000 completely 
armed Britiſh- born ſubjects, including the 
ſeamen of the Quebec, t to at moſt a couple 
of hun ndred half- armed coloured banditti. 
For the Whites in general, who firſt joined 
chem, at this time rather wiſhed to be con- 
fi dered as having | been carried up priſoners 
by force, than there as principals, .and 
for ſome days at leaſt were few in num- 
ber. 
| I did not wiſh to interrupt the narrative 
by giving an account of the intermediate 


meaſures and events in their order. Among 


the moſt material of theſe was the evacu- 


ation of Grenville harbour by. the ſhipping, 
which I have already mentioned were lying 
there, and which took place in conſequence 
of the militia being ordered away from its 
defence. For the information of ſuch as 
have 


have not been in that part of the iſſand; it 
zs neceſſary to mention, that rather behind 
and cloſe to one end of Grenville, of con- 
ſiderable height, and ſteep aſcent; ſtands 
Pilot- hill, ſo called from having the pilot's 
houſe upon it; and which was alſo the ſignal 
port of that quarter, and completely com- 
manded the harbour. Upon the ſummit of 
. this hill there was at that time 4 nine- 
pounder, and upon the ſea- beach in the 
town below, four or five more great guns; 
the firſt of which the militia tumbled from 
off its carriage a. few yards down the hill 
before they went away, and rolled the 
others which were upon the beach into the 
ſurf or edge of the ſea, but without de- 
ſtroying their carriages, knocking off the 
trunnions, or in ſhort in any reſpect ren- 
dering them unſerviceable; and there were 
alſo, I believe, left untouched, a gun or 
two upon the high land, called Teleſcope- 
point, which forms the north-eaſt ſide of 
the harbour. I have already noticed that 
the rebel poſt at Belvidere commanded a 
view of Grenville, from whence they muſt 
have perceived, and alſo been informed by 
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their friends, when the quarter was left by 
the militia. As ſoon therefore as Captain 
Gurdon retreated, a large proportion of 
them were ſent down by their commander, 
Fedon ; who with infinite diſpatch aſſem- 
bled a number of the negro men of the 
quarter, and with their aſſiſtance immedi- 
ately occupied Pilot-hill, replaced the great 
gun there, and from thence, and with thoſe 
upon Teleſcope-point, ſoon induced the 
ſhipping to quit the harbour. Accordingly, 
on Monday the gth, part of the ſmall craft 
came round to town, and the large veſſels 
which could not fail out, began to warp, 
and in the courſe of the two following 
days, viz. the 1oth and 11th, they came 
all round to St. George's. The ordering 
away any of the militia from the quarter of 
Grenville was as bad a meaſure as could 
poſſibly be imagined ; but the omitting to 
order the ſeamen to occupy Pilot-hill, and 
to direct the commanding officer of the 
militia to leave with them ſuch a number as 
might have been ſufficient to ſecure ſo very 
important a poſt; and to ſend the neceſſary 
arms and ammunition by land, inſtead of 
| | truſting. 
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truſting articles ſo eſſential to their defence 
to the uncertainty of winds and currents (in 
conſequence of which the beſt ſailing veſſels 
are frequently ſeveral days in beating from 
St. George's round to Grenville), is a part of 
the conduct of the government of the country 
at this time, impoſſible to account for upon 
any principle connected with a deſire to pre- 
ſerve it. Nor is it leſs ſo, that no effort ſnould 
have been made to reinforce the ſeamen, and 
prevent the evacuation of it, between the 
time we had the firſt intelligence of the ſhip- 
ping propoſing to leave it, namely on thegth, 
and their entire evacuation of the harbour 
on the 11th z more eſpecially as, from the 
evening of Captain Gurdon's retreat to 
town on the eighth, all its own militia had 
been at St. George's, and might have been 
ſent back by land, with great ſafety, at that 
time in ſix hours, and with or without any 
additional force. The loſs of 
ready for ſhipping, to the amount of up- 
wards of /. 250, ooo ſterling, the deſtruc- 
tion of all the fine eſtates in that quarter, 
and above all the great ſtrength we poſſeſſed 
in our truſtieſt ſlaves, if they had been 
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ted about us, and made a proper uſe 
of, beſides furniſhing the enemy with al- 
moſt every article neceſſary to their exiſt- 
ence and ſucceſs, were among the evils that 
are Oy to be aſcribed to this fatal 
conduct. 
The other ee pe by/v our go- 
vernment during this period, except that of 
diſpatching intelligence of our ſituation to 
General Vaughan at Martinique, and re- 
queſting a reinforcement of troops, are 
ſcarce worth mentioning. Indeed Mr. 
Shand, who happened to be at Carriacon, 
and heard there of the inſurrection almoſt 
as ſoon as we did at St. George's, ſailed 
immediately for Martinique, and, paſſing 
St. Vincent's, found the Quebec frigate, 
Captain Rogers, at anchor there, which 
came to our aſſiſtance next day at Grenada 
after which he proceeded on to Martinique, 
and arrived there before the expreſs. 
On the 4th the preſident publiſhed 
2 proclamation *, ſtating, ** That where- 
« as there is ſtrong reaſon to believe, 
9 chat the inſurrection had been 2 * | 
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© the. machinations of very few. indivi- 
0 duals, joined in 2 momant of deluſion by 
< others of a different deſcription, who are 
e intereſted in the welfare of a colony, un- 
der whoſe mild government and laws, 
« affording equal protection ts every indi- 
© vidual, they have long enjoyed every 

comfort; and who. ſeeing hom much 
© they. haye been ied may: he. upon 


«40 their duty.” Infineon HR Se 
tives, he firſt declares a general . Pondon 
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ſeourges of ſociety ; and if it was juſt and 
wiſe to deliver them all over to death, and 
to encourage every negro in Grenada, by 
the temptation of a reward of 40l. for 
each of their heads, to uſe their beſt efforts 
for their deſtruction; why in the ſame 
proclamation declare a general amneſty and 
patdon to all concerned in it, with tlie ex- 
ception of the murderers of Grenville ? But 
putting all confideration of it in a moral 
ſenſe oat of the queſtion, was it good policy 
in the preſident and his council, inimediate- 
Iy to ſet a price upon the Head of every 
perſon concerned in this inſurrection, when 
he and they welf knew, that no fewer than 
between fotty and fifty of the moſt reſpect- 
able Britiſh- born inhabitants belonging to 
the colony, were entirely at their mercy ? 
Was it wiſe to carry it the ſame day into 
_ execution, and before one man had received 
orders to move from St. George's to act 
offenſively againſt them, as in the cafe of the 
negro-man belonging to Bontems the Swiſs * 
This negro having! had fome fort of battle 
or diſpute with another negro belonging to 
an eſtate which — ther his maſter, 


and 
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and which it * quite as probable might 
have briginated in ſome old grudge between 
themſelves, as in any queſtion reſpecting 
the inſurrection, was worſted, brought into 
town by his antagoniſt, accuſed of having 
been at the rebel-camp, and was hanged in 
two hours afterwards ; at the ſame time the 
reward of gol. ſterling was paid to the other 
negro on the parade of St. George's, accord-. 
ing to the terms of a proclamation iſſued but. 
a few hours before! Was not this the firſt. 
blood coolly and deliberately ſhed? Was not 

this the ſignal for no quarter? Was it not 
putting the hand and ſeal to the death- war · 
rant of our friends in captivity? Beſides, ſup- 
| poſing this poor negro-mat! had followed 
his maſter Bontems to the rebel- camp, 
was it not probable that he only obeyed his 
| maſter's orders in doing ſo? and was not 

this underſtood to be the firſt duty of a 
flave? How was a poor uninformed ne- 
gro, who could neither read nor under- 
ſtand a ſyllable of the Engliſh language, to 
judge of his maſter's intentions of carrying 
him there, much leſs of what actions con- 
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ſtitute treaſon and rebellion? All that the 
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unfortunate man could poſſibly  perecive 
might be, that the French people of the 
colony were going to fight with the Eng- 
lch; and, as belonging to the former, it 
a was guite as natural for him to ſuppoſe them 
right, and to wiſh: them ſucceſs and to ſup- 
port his own maſter, as it would have been for 
our ſlaves to have remained faithful and to 
have ſupported us. This, indeed, we ex- 
pected; and this, I am certain, the far 
greater part of them would have done, if 
they had not been abandoned by us, and 
put naked and defenceleſs into the power 
of our adverſaries. I therefore upon the 
man was not guilty of his maſter's crime; 
and that his execution, and all thoſe ſimilar 
to i, were little if at all ſhort of ſo many 
deliberate ' murders. To have ſet a price 
upon the heads of ſuch of the inſurgents as 
had perpetrated the murders of Grenville, 
if the names of the individuals could have 
been aſcertained, would have been juſt ; but 
certainly it admitted of ſome doubt, how 
far even that, in our ſituation, might have 
5 1 brs 0 Thad 
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been wiſe, But generally, and without any 
exception, extended to the ſlave as well as 
to the maſter, this was a meaſure, among 
many others, which, I am well convinced, 
the preſident and his council will never be 
able to ſhew to have been, at this time, 
connected with any laudable principle of 
either juſtice or expediency. What has com- 
menced in rebellion, has more than once in 
the hiſtory of mankind ended in revolution : 
and though undoubtedly in theſe cafes the 
lives of all are forfeited to the laws of their 
country; yet even when the leaſt ſucceſsful, 
the ringleaders and principals only have 
been doomed to ſuffer, and that after fair 
trial and conviction, and not all the weak- 
minded, and perhaps miſled individuals 
concerned in it, delivered over to indiſerimi- 
nate ſlaughter. How many others ſuffered 
in this manner, during the period I have 
treated of, I have not been informed ; but E 
at the time General Nicols arrived, 1 re- 
member that four men were under orders 
for execution, namely Charles Philip, Jo- 


ſeph Wan Marguis, and Jean Pierre; 
E3 . ' which 


( 54 ) 
which he, much to his honour, tt £8 


countermanded. 
Two or three ſmall vellels were "alto 


'hired, and ſent to cruiſe to windward—but, 


like all our other meaſures, ſo miſerably 
equipped, that though a conſiderable ex- 
pence,. they proved in the ſequel of little 
or no uſe, But the country ſuffered no leſs 
from the omiſſions of the government, in not 
taking the meaſures at this time which they 
ought. to have done, than by thoſe which 
they ſo fatally adopted, EY . 

The arming of a conſiderable portion of 
the truſtieſt of our ſlaves had been a meaſure 
ſtrongly recommended to Mr. Home, which, 
though not to the extent I wiſhed, both 


Mr. Campbell and he were inclined to 


adopt in ſome degree at leaſt. It had 
alſo been adopted in Martinique with 
great ſucceſs, and in St. Kitt's, Tobago, 
Sc. and the recent example we had of the 
conſequences which followed the uſe made 
of that phyſical force at Guadaloupe, ought 
to have been quite ſufficient of itſelf to 
bave induced us to have availed ourſelves 


of it in ſuch a ſituation— both as an ad- 
dition 


6 
dition to our own ſtrength, and to prevent 
it from being uſed againſt us. 7 

It had alſo been recommended hy General 
Vaughan, and the neceſſity of both colle&; 
ing and arming them was ſufficiently urged 
to the preſident at this time. But, ſtrange | 
to tell, not a ſingle ſtep was taken towards 
either!!! From Captain Gurdon's retreat 
in the evening of the 8th, to General 
Lindſay's arrival on the 12th, during all 
which time we confined ourſelves to the 
town of St, George's, if nothing elſe could 
have been done, the produce of the diffe- 
rent eſtates in the neighbourhood of the 
toven, and in that of the bays and ſhipping- 
places all round the iſland, might have 
been collected and ſaved with very little 
riſk. So far however was the preſident from 
making any ſuch attempt, that ĩt required | 
great intereſt to obtain leave for a drogher to 
quit the harbour of St. George's upon any 
conſideration whatever. Mr. Udney's eſtate | 
1s diſtant from St. George's about four miles; 
and there were then 100 hogſheads of ſugar, 
70. puncheons of rum, and a quantity of 
proviſions upon. it, which his agent, deſi- 


4 tn 


5 ( 56 ) 
' rous to fave, applied to the preſident for 


leave to ſend a drogher for, and was refuſed. 


— The whole, with the works, were ſoon 
afterwards burned, Yet at this time a mer. 


_ cantile houſe was permitted to ſend the 


| ſloop Mary, manned with ſome of the peo- 
ple of the ſhip Home, to Demerary, with 5a 
or 60 pipes of Madeira for fale, to which 


place ſhe made three different trips. The 
Rambler, belonging to another houſe, and 
alſo another veſſel, the Lady Hammond, 
were employed in. the ſame way; and 
the ſhip Scipio was permitted to fail for 


Glaſgow, with Colonel Keith; which with 
many fimilar circumſtances created jealouſy 


and ſuſpicion of improper connivances, 
Another circumſtance, the omiſſion of which 


was probably in the ſequel no leſs fatal to 
our neglected and ill-fated friends in capti- 


vity, than injurious to our own operations, 


was, as I have already noticed, the not ſecur- 


ing as quickly as poſſible all the adopted 


| ſubjects, both white and coloured, with their 
relatives. This was a meaſure ſo extremely 
obvious and neceſſaty, that no perſon ac- 


quainthd with the hiſtory of Grenada fince . 
its 
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its reſtoration” in 1784, and of the ſtate of | 
thoſe men's minds for a conſiderable time 
before this period, without even the horrid 
proofs before our eyes, could poſſibly, if he 
wiſhed to fave the prifoners and the coun- 


dy, have overlooked. The very favages 


themſelves pointed it out to us, on the day af- 
ter they roſe, by ſending in a flag, the main 
drift of whichevidently was to ſay, thatifany 
injury ſhould be offered to their relations ani 
friends in our power, they would retaliate 
upon the priſoners; and we had every proof 
which the evidence of coloured people 
could give us, that not a ſingle tranſaction of 
moment took place in town which” was not 
known in fix hours afterwards at their poſt 
of Belvidere. Beſides, their being at large 
at St. George's, attended as they were 
buy a great train of domeſtics and other 
fla ves, operated as a clog upon our active 
operations out of it ; for the merchants, who, 
with their clerks and aſſiſtants, form the 
moſt conſiderable part of the town militia, 
and who well knew the inimical diſpoſition 
of theſe men, were averſe to leave town, 


and, when out of it, to make any conſider- 
I | able 
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able ſtay, leſt in their abſence they mould | 
attempt to riſe and burn their houſes, ſtores, 
and merchandize; and which, as I have be- 

fore related, was the reaſon why the town 
militia induced Captain Gurdon to return 
from Gouyave, and rendered it neceſſary at 
all times to keep a greater number of men 
in town to protect it, than would otherwiſe 
have been required. Indeed, ſach was the 
perfect abſence of order and police, that 
hundreds of ball-cartridges, and it was ſaid 
many muſkets, were daily ſtolen, and that 
even out of Fort George, and ſent to the 

. 1 
Such were the ſi taken, and ſuch 
the precautions omitted, by our government 
at this moſt critical period. Let us now take 
2 view of thoſe purſued by hy * 

at Belvidere. 

have already obſerved, that the original 
. of the conſpiracy, as we have ſince 
learned, comprehended the ſurpriſing of the 
town and forts; in neither of which, in my 
judgment, but a very ſhort time before, 
could they have had much reaſon to fear a 
failure, It 15 at leaſt certain, that 1 in town, 
the 
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' the merchants might have been murdered in 
their beds, naked and defenceleſs ; the colo- 
nial arms, pouches, and cartridges, lodged 
under the Court-houſe without ſa much as 
a fingle ſentinel upon them, might have 
been. ſeized; and even Fort George and 
Hoſpital Mill taken poſſeſſion of, with as 
much eaſe, and as little loſs, as that with 
which they effected the murder of the 
people of Grenville. The delivering out 
the arms to the town militia, although 
all the effect which followed the repeated 
ſolicitations of that faithful ſervant of go- 
vernment before mentioned, and done but a 
few days before, it js notwithſtanding now 
pretty certain was both what prevented this 
part of their plan from being executed, and, 
under an idea that this ſtep proceeded from 
their being diſcovered or ſuſpeQed, induced 
the coloured people to riſe before the white 
adopted ſubjects, and their plans were ripe 
for execution. Hence, doubtful of the iſſue, 
{p many of them came to us at St. George's, 
the greater number of whom, I am well con+ 
vinced, were as deep in the buſineſs as their 
friends at Belvidere. The manner in which 
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they toſe, and afterwards repaired in the 
morning of the za to their place af rendez- 
vou, has been already ſtated. Theſe, finding 
themſelves from the tardy motions of our go- 
vernment left in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion 
of the whole of the three quarters of Gou- 
yave, Grand-pauvre, and Sauteur, for the 
entire three ' ſucceeding days, ſeized fo 
good an opportunity to collect all their 
friends, and their own negro-men, and alſo 
fach of our flaves as they could debauch 
and get into their power, in arreſting ſuch 
cf our unfortunate fellow. ſubjects i in thoſe 
quarters as had eſcaped them on their firſt 
riſing, but had not been able to get to St. 
George's, and in hauling up cannon to, and 
ſtrengthening their poſt at Belvidere; in 
driving up the cattle there; and, in ſhort, in 
ſupplying themſelves with every article of 
proviſions, arms and ammunition, to be 
found in the town of ator Landes and on the 


| different eſtates. 

On Wedneſday morning, the 4th, they 
ſent two mulatto- men of their number, 
none of the White yet chooſing to avow 


themſelves, with a a drum and flag of truce, and 
a packet 
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a packet addreſſed to the commander in 
chief, and ſigned by Fedon the proprietor o 
Belvidere as General, and counterſigned by 
another mulatto of the name of Beſſon, 
who had been a filverſmith at Grenville, as 
Captain, and both as acting under commiſ- 
fions from Vidor Hugues at Guadaloupe, 
and containing the vaunting demand of the 
ſurrender of the town and forts to them in 


two hours; but the main drift of Which evi- 


dently was, as mentioned before, to inform us 
that the Lieutenant- governor Mr. Campbell 
and many others of our friends were in 
their poſſeſſion, and that they would ſeverely 
retaliate upon theſe gentlemen any injury 
that ſhould be offered by us to their rela- 


tions and friends, whom, giving us credit for 


more ſagacity than we poſſeſſed, they very 


naturally ſuppoſed we had by this time ſe- 


eured. Indeed, if we had even then taken 
this hint, our ill-fated priſoners be ee * 
been ſaved. 5.2 

Oa the morning, after be attack 1 pon 
Captain Gurdon at Gouyave, namely, 
Friday the | 6th, they ſent in another flag 
borne by the elder ſoa of the Chevalier 


de 
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de Suze, and a Mr. Alexander a French» 


man, who had been employed by the adopt- 
ed ſubject Bourbouſſon as a clerk, with a 
letter ſigned by the late Lieutenant-go- 
vernor and the other priſoners, forty-three 


in number, addreffed to the commander 
in chief, and, by the defire of General 


Fedon, informing him, that if any attack 
thould be made upon them at Belvidere, 


on that moment all the priſoners would 


be put to death, or even if the town and 
forts were not delivered up to them. The 
priſoners alſo noticed in their letter, that by 
this time the numbers of the rebels were be- 
come conſiderable; which implies that they 
were not ſoat the beginning, buthadbeen ſuf- 
fered to becorge ſoby our inattention. Before 


an anſwer was returned to this addrefs, it 


was debated in council, whether they ſhould 


not hang De Suze as a Britiſh ſubject ; but 


it is worthy of remark, that upon this oc- 


caſion it did not occur to the preſident nor 


his council, that Alexander, whom in an 
evil hour they afterwards hanged on the 


ſame principle, was to be conſidered in that 
light. This flag was diſmiſſed with much 
| LS. * 
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the ſame anſwer that had been given to the 
other; namely, recommending to them to 
ſurrender and take the benefit of the pro- 
elamation, and aſſuring them no mercy 
would be ſhewn them if any injury was 
offered to the priſoners. It would appear 
that moſt of their friends had either joined 
them, or that they knew them to be pretty 
ſafe, before this flag left them. It afforded 
however in my opinion an intimation to 
us, that they did not yet conſider themſelves 
well prepared to reſiſt an attack. Theſe 
two white men therefore ought to have been 
detained as hoſtages for the ſafety of our pri- 
ſoners, and an anſwer ſent to them on the 
point of the bayonet by the time the return 
of their own meſſengers could be n 


dy them. 


But it was upon the retiring of the mi- 
litia and ſhipping from Grenville, on the 
th, and the retreat of Captain Gurdon 
from Gouyave and the ſkirts of their camp, 
upon the 8th, when, beyond the hopes of 
the moſt ſanguine of themſelves, they were 
left in the undiſturbed and quiet poſſeſſion 
60 the: whole iſland, that the banditti iſſued 

from 
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from their poſts in the woods, and, mounted 
upon the beſt horſes in the country, ſpread 
themſelves all over as the conquerors and lords 
of it. They then collected the aſtoniſhed ne- 
- groes, invited them to enjoy their liberties, 
and to ſhare with them and defend the lands 
they had thus happily acquired. When any 
of the negro-men, whether from attachment 
to their late maſters or doubtful of the ulti- 
mate iſſue of the conteſt, deſired to remain 
neuter, of which there were many inſtances 
amongſt thoſe belonging to Britiſh- born 
planters, they ſtruck off their heads, or 
ſhot. them without heſitation. By theſe 
means they ſoon collected all the principal 
negro-men in the country ; then, hav: 
previouſly gutted our dnelling-touſes of 
ſuch articles as were uſeful to themſelves, 
or their purpoſes, made the negroes of each 
eſtate burn thoſe of their reſpective maſters, 
and plunder the curing-houſes and rutn-cel- 
lars; after which it was no difficult matter 
to perſuade them they muſt not hope to be 
forgiven, and that their only ſafety, of 
courſe, was to ſtick by them 
Their next ic. was to ſecure the e 
ſeflion 
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ſeſſion of the harbour of Grenville for the 
ſafe reception of the ſuccour and ſupplies 
they expected from Guadaloupe, this har- 
bour being naturally ſecured from attack by. 
ſea, and therefore admirably” fitted for that 
purpoſe. I have already mentioned, that by: 
occupying Pilot-Hill, and replacing the gun 
there; with it, and thoſe upon Teleſcope- 
Point, they had driven away the ſhipping; 
they alſo hauled the guns out of the ſurf, 
which, as I before obſerved, had been roll- 
ed in there by the militia upon their de- 
parture, and carried them and their car- 


 riages up, and placed them upon Pilot-Hill. 


In ſhort, what we ought to have done, 
and what I again repeat, it is not to be ac- 
counted for why we did not do, they ſoon 
performed, by rendering Pilot-Hill ſuch a 
poſt, as not only preſerved them the poſſeſ- 
ſion and command of Grenville harbour, 
but that of all that fide of the colony, or 
rather indeed the whole of the iſland, for 
upwards of two months. It required at 
| leaſt 1300 men, nearly all regular troops, 
to regain it ; and even then, not before the 
town was reduced to aſhes, and the quar- 
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ter to à deſert... Nor was this all the miſ- 
chief that followed the abandonment of 
Grenville; for, having thus got poſſeſſion 
of ſuch an immenſe ſtrength in negroes, 
with incredible labour they hauled up from 
thence one or twolong nine- pounders, all the 
way through the woods and up the moun- 


| tains to their main poſt at Belvidere, and 


from thence to the'top of Morne-Vauclain, 
the higheſt ground in the iſland, lying im- 
mediately above, and commanding their 
camp at Belvidere ; where, under the di- 
rection of the Chevalier de Suze, an old 
ſoldier, they formed a poſt, upon the 
cleared {ide of the country altogether im- 
pregnable. To this poſt they alſo now car- 
ried their priſoners; and made the negro- 
women, and lower orders of negro- men, 
carry up their plunder, with good ſtores of 
liquors and proviſtons of all forts, together 
with all the arms and ammunition they 
could find. They alſo drove up to the 
fame neighbourhood, to be under cover of 

their guns, almoſt all the'cattle, ſheep, and 
even ſmall ſtock of the colony. Many of 
the adopted _— who had been yet 


waiting 
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waiting the iſſue upon their own eſtates, now . 
joined them, and, with thoſe who had gone 
up at firſt, are ſuppoſed to have formed abody 
of about 100 whites. While the inſurgents 
were thus occupied, our whole force, after 
the retreat of Captain Gurdon, with the 
addition of the Quebec frigate of 36 guns, . 
and three veſſels of war and their crews. 
ſent to our aid by Don Chacon, governor | 
of Trinidada, remained i in St. George's in 
a ſtate of the moſt profound and diſgraceful | 
inaction. ; 2 
Thus an r e hur- 
ried | into execution, and at firſt conſiſting of 
not more than a dozen white men, and 
leſs than two hundred half- armed vaga- 
bonds, in the ſhort ſpace of ſix days was 
ſuffered to ro form» head; and, by the time 
General Lindſay arrived, on the 12th, had 
attained a conſiſtency, and truly formidable | 
appearance. 


General Lindſay, being a ſtranger to the 
colony, neceſſarily ſpent a day or two after 
his arrival in acquiring a knowledge of 
our own ſituation, and that of the enemy; 

e in in 
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in reviewing the few t troops we had, and” 
the militia and i in endeavouring to $274 
duce ſome order and activity! into the differ- 
ent ſtaff d departments, which, particularly in 
reſpect to the commilſary, very much re- 
| quired his attention. In all this, as well as 
in the formation of his intended plans of 
operation, he availed himſelf of the local 
knowledge, prudence, and experience of 
Collector Ferguſon, whole foreſight, if any 
thing could have influenced Governor 
Home, would certainly have ſaved the 
colony and himſelf from ſuch unexampled 
misfortune. = 
General Lindſay next enquired, Where 
are che gentlemen planters ?—There is not a 
moment to be loſt.— Why don't they col- 
lect their negro-men ? I will arm the truſtieſt 
of them, and wiſh to march this very night. 
But, alas! the planters were, with little ex- 
ception, in England]; and for this important 
meaſure General Lindſay himſelf arrived too 
late, or our great ſtrength in negro- men 
would not have been aſſembled by Fedon, 
and then acting under his command againſt 
us at Belvidere ! Such of them, however, as 
could 
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could now be. found i in PF and pan the 
few eſtates we had ſtill acceſs to? in its 
po were got together ; ; but 
theſe neceſſarily of all deſcriptions, and of 
little ſelection. On Saturday the fourteenth : 
of March, a ſmall reinforcement of 120 
men of the 68th regiment having arrived 
from St. Lucia, he aſſembled his whole 
force, conſiſting of about 250 regular 
troops, and 300 of the militia, upon the 
parade of St. George's, about ſeven o'clock 
1n the evening, with an intention, to march 
immediately, but was detained for. want 
of bread (notwithſtanding all the pains he 
had taken to guard againſt delay in that 
quarter) until four o'clock next morning, 
at which time he marched for Gouyave, 
with about 750 men in all; of whom 
about 200 were armed negroes, having left 
about 70 of the regulars on Richmond- 
Hill; about 40 Spaniards in Fort George; 
the marines of the Quebec upon Hoſpital- 
Fill, and the leaſt effective of the militia in 
town for their reſpective defence. He ar- 
rived at Gouyave about eleven o clock, 
and reſted his little army there the remain- 
der of that day; and, on Monday the 16th, 
| F 13 having 
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having left a ſmall party at Gouyave Ke its 
defence, he marched towards Belvidere; and 
between four and five o'clock of the after- 
noon, forced the firſt poſt of the inſurgents, 
ſtrongly ſituated about a mile from their 
main ones at Belvidere and Vauclain, and 
from thence was proceeding on to attack 
the others; but as he advanced, having 
diſcovered a conſiderable party of the ban- 
ditti under cover of ſome bruſh- wood, he 
ſtopped to diſlodge them; and night coming 
on by the time that i was performed, 
he found it too late to proceed, and there- 
fore occupied the ſtrong poſt of Mount St. 
John, from whence the enemy had juſt 
been driven, with intention to ſtorm their 
others at day-break. Ia this day” s ſervice 
Captain Sandyman, who' led with great 
gallantry at the head of the brave veterans 
of the gth regiment, was twice wounded ; 
and of his corps three were Killed, and. 
ſeventeen or eighteen wounded. 

It was at this time vernal equinox and 
full moon; to which it was probably e owing, 
that the next morning, the 17th, it rained 
inceſſantly, and continued to do ſo, with 


very 
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very little intermiſſion, during the whole 
week, to which moſt unfortunate circum- 
ſtance we owed the loſs of General Lind- 
ſay, and with him the beſt hopes of the iſland 
of Grenada. From the evening in which he 
left St. George's, I am well informed, he 
had allowed himſelf little or no ſleep; and 
there can be no doubt, that the being ex- 
poſed night and day to heavy rains when 
out, or the cold and damp air of a wet 
negro-hut when in it, together with want 
of neceſſary reſt, had brought on a fever, in 
the delirium of which, to the deep regret 
of his little army and the people of Gre- 
nada, he put an end to his on life at day- 
break of the 22d March. On the day be- 
fore, Saturday the 21ſt ®, in conſequence of 
many people being ſuffered to remain in 
_ town doing no duty, who General Lindfay 
Intended ſhould have been with him, he had 
given the others, who had cheerfully borne 
much hardſhip from the badneſs of the 
weather, leave to 80 down to town to recruit 
and refreſh themſelves, with orders, and 
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under individual promiſes, to return to him 
in two days, in en time he hoped the 
weather might have proved more favour- 
able for active operations. As ſoon as this 
fatal aceident took place, Collector Ferguſon, 
-who was lodged in the next hut to him, and 
alone acquainted with his intended plan of 
operation, in the hope that it might ſtill be 
carried into execution, hurried to town to 
communicate it to the Preſident. But the re- 
- ception that gentleman met with, prevented 
him from interfering further; by which the 
ſervices of the ableſt and moſt active man 
in the colony were for the preſent loſt; nor 
was any further attention paid to General 
Lindſay's plans or deſigns: for, notwith- 
ſtanding all the militia, as I have juſt ated, 
had come down the day before, and were 
then in town, the Preſident ſtill conſidered 
it and the forts as not ſufficiently ſafe; and 
therefore, on the evening of the ſame day, 
brought back a part of the regular troops alſo 
for their further defence; aſter which we 
reverted to our old ſituation, with this only 
difference, that we now held the poſt of 
Mount St. John and the town of Gouyave. 


E 

4 A day or two after this the Spaniſn veſ- 
ſels were recalled by the Governor of 

Trinidada, and the Reſource frigate, Capt. 
Watkins, arrived to our aſſiſtance; and 
much about the ſame time an event tock 
place, which, in the ſequel, was attended 
by an act of very fatal conſequence; I be- 

lieve, to our friends in captivitxy. 
Mr. Luſſan, an adopted ſubject, who re- 
ſided at the time of the inſurrection at 
. Gouyave, and had been carried up to Bel- 
videre, arrived at St. George's in a veſſel 
ſent with him by the Governor of Trini- 
dada; and ſtated, that on the 18th he had 
ſailed in a ſmall veſſel from Grenville, along 
with Mr. Alexandre, Who accompanied 
young De Suze with the ſecond flag of 
truce, gommiſſioned by the rebels to go to 

Trinidada to purchaſe a ſupply of arms, 
ammunition, and particularly flints; for 
which purpoſe they had been furniſhed, with 
bills of exchange, drawn upon London 
. by. Darqueil and Clozier de St. Marie, and 
about 100 joes in money. That upon 
their arrival at Trinidada, they put into, a 
- ſmall. bay at ſome, diſtance from port 
d' Eſpagne 


 ©where, though this man was a native of 


though, as has been before noticed, when 
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_-EEfpagne the principal town, where Luſ- 
ſan went on ſhore, and, leaving Alexandre in 
the veſſel, proceeded to town with the bills, 
iwhere” he immediately waited upon the 
Governor and acquainted him of the cauſe 
of their arrival; and at the ſame time told 
bim he had accepted of the commiſſion from 
the rebels for the ſole purpoſe of effecting 
his eſcape; upon which Don Chacon fur- 
niſhed him with this veſſel, and ſent him 
baek to Grenada: Alexandre having in the 
mean time detected Luſſan's deſigus; and 
-confidering the purpoſe of their voyage as 
thereby fruſtrated at Trinidada, had ſailed 
from thence for Guadaloupe; and two or 
three days afterwards was taken at ſea by 
the Reſource, and ſent into St. George's; 


Thoulouſe in France, had never taken any 
- oath” of allegiance to the King of Great 
Britain, and was in no ſenſe of the word a 
ſubject ; but reſiding in the colony at the 
time the inſurrection broke out, by the per- 
miſſion of the government of it only; and 


he accompanied young De Suze with the 
777 flag 


n 

gag of truce, and they debated whether they 
ſhould put to death the latter as being a 
Britiſh ſubject ; they evidently did not then 
' conſider Alexandre other than as a F rench 
ſubject; yet no ſooner was he now taken, 
chan his trial was inſtantly hurried on, and, 
as if our friends | in the inſurgents hands had 
g not been in a ſituation ſuſſiciently critical, 
his ſentence of condemnation was pro- 
nounced the ſame day. On che next day 
he was executed, with many ſhocking eir- 
cumſtances, on the parade of St. George 8. 
K He was hanged wich a bit of ſmall whip- 
cord, which gave way with his weight; and 
the poor wretch was kept near half an tour 
after wards i in torment, before he was tied 
| up again. All our friends, Priſoners, w with 
the rebels, were ſhot by them eka fix 
days after this execution ; and ſurely. it is 
impoſſible for any man to believe that this 
highly unneceſſary and intemperate act had 
not its full effect in producing the other 

horrible maſſacre. 
To return to Luſſan—From 1 we had 
now the moſt perfect information as to 
brag the * and reſources of the in- 


ſurgents. 
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ſurgents. On the 18th of March, when he 
left them, their numbers had increaſed in 
men, women, and children to About ooo 
ſouls; but of arms, beſides chree pieces of 
cannon, and ſome ſwivels procured as be- 

| fore ſtated, they had only about 3. 50 
2 muſkets and fuſees, and of theſe. wany 
were unſerviceable. Luffan further ſtated, 

_ that they had ery little ammunition, and 
above all were in the greateft want of” "flints. 
Aſter this information, and after the, wea- 
a ther had become dry and favourable, A 
might have been expected that the militia 
15 would have been ordered back to Mount 
1 John, and, re-afſembling there all the 
force that could have been ſpared from the 
town and forts, would have now fol- 
1 lowed up the intended plan of General 
1 Lindfay, and attacked their main poſts : | in 
18 . which caſe the little ammunition, the rebels 
=_ then had muſt have been ſoon expended, 
1 and their flints rendered uſeleſs; after 
f which, their numbers would only have 
expoſed them, an unarmed rabble, to the 
greater ſlaughter. Very different was the 
conduct of this weak government; for, as I 
have 
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have before ſtated, ſtill deeming the town and 
forts with all the militia of the colony, 100 
regular troops, and all the marines and ſeamen 

of the frigates and other ſhipping, inſecure, 
the Preſident went himſelf to Gouyave on 
the day General Lindſay died, and brought” - 
back with him a farther reinforcement of 
from ſixty to ſeventy of the regular troops; 
one of many bad effects of which was, that 


the negro-men, who had been armed and 


carried up to Mount St. John by General 
Lindſay, having no longer with them their 
maſters, managers, or overſeers, vhom they 
knew, and had been accuſtomed to obey, 
to apply to for food, or to relieve their 
other wants; and obſerving the object of at= 
tacking the rebels given up; fancying alſo, 
from the general deſpondency excited 
by the retrograde meaſures now adopted, 
that the rebels would be ultimately ſucceſs- 
ful, they firſt diſperſed themſelves, and went 
home to the different eſtates to which 
they reſpectively belonged, and afterwards 
joined the inſurgents, carrying with them 
in general the arms we Ba ourſelyes given 


them. | 
| 5 Soon 
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Soon after this, the Preſident began to 
talk of re-taking Filot-hill and Grenville; 
and having determined on an expedition 
for that purpoſe, on the 24th of March 
he commenced iſſuing his orders for it, and 


continued to do ſo, for the four ſucceeding 
days. On the 24th he ordered the St. 
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Andrew's and St. Patrick's militia to em- 


bark for Gouyave., On the 2 5th he di- 


rected a detachment; of fifty men from 


the St. George's militia to embark for the 


ſame place, and, on their arrival there, to 


march up to, and do duty at, Mount St. 
John. On the 26th he ordered a detach- 


ment of fifty of the regular troops at Mount 
St. John, as ſoon as that ordered from 


town the day before ſhould arrive there, to 


march from thence down to Gouyave, and 


there embark with a detachment of ſifty 
men of the St. Andrew's and St. Patrick's 


militia for La-Bay, ia the armed veſſels 


the Flying Fiſh and Pegaſus, there to de- 
bark and take poſt upon ſuch ground as 


ſhould be pointed out by Major Stewart of 


the St. Patrick's militia. On the 28th he 


ordered the remainder of the St. Andrew's 


and 
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and St. Patrick's militia, joined by a ſmall - 
| party, of the troop, and forming together a 
detachment of about fifty men, to proceed « 
from Gouyave by land to the dwelling- I 
houſe of ; Obſervatory eſtate, and there re- 
main until they ſaw the Flying Fiſh ſhew.. 
certain ſignals; upon ſeeing which, they 
were to proceed to La- Bay, and co-operate. 
in the attack on Pilot- hill, &c. &c. On 
the 29th the fifty regulars, and fifty men 
of the St. Andrew's and St. Patrick's militia, 
under Captain Gurdon appointed to the 
command of this expedition, at laſt em- 
barked and ſailed from Gouyave; and on 
the next day, the zoth, the remainder of 
the St. Andrew's and St. Patrick's militia, 
joined by about dozen of the troop, pro- 
ceeded by land to Obſervatory, an eſtate 
diftant five or fix R miles from Grenville, 
and two from Levera; which place the laſt 
party reached in a few hours hat ſame 
day, without obſtacle or obſtruction. The 
other party, unneceſſarily put under the 
dominion of winds and currents, were tero 
days in beating from Gouyave round to 
Grenville; and then, on coming oppoſite 
to 
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ts it, found the ſhip Roman Emperor 
moored by the inſurgents in the mouth of 
the harbour, Whick 18 there extremely nar- 
row, in ſuch a manner as to form a barrier 
too ſtrong for them to attempt to force, 
| particularly in the face of ſuch a number 
of men, and of ſo formidable a battery as 
appeared upon Pilot- hill. They therefore 
put about and ſtood back for the neareſt 
landing - place to wind ward, viz. Levera- Bay, 
which they fetched next day; but here 
too freſh obſtacles occurred from a high 
ſea and ſurf, and the ſmallneſs of their 
boats, infomuch that if the Reſource fri- 
gate had not, fortunately for them, hove in 
fight and come to their aſſiſtance, though 
unoppoſed by a ſingle enemy they muſt 
have abandoned their project of landing 
there alſo. By the aſſiſtance of Captain 
Watkyns and the boats of the frigate, how- 
ever, A ere Gurdon and his party were 


* This ſhip . to a mercantile houſe in St. 
George's, and was left there, and of courſe in the 


hands of the inſurgents, in conſequence of the preci- 
pitation with which the few ſeamen who left it on the 


4th of March had found it neceſſary to make their eſcape. 
on 
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on the iſt of April at laſt ſafely landed 
at Levera ; from whence he immediately . 
marched and joined the other third of the 
detachment, who had remained all the time. 
expoſed to the enterpriſes of the inſurgents | 
at Obſervatory, an open eſtate diſtant near 
twenty miles from Gouyave, and thirty from 
St. George's, and out of the reach of any 
poſſible aſſiſtance. It was therefore, I think, 


a fortunate circumſtance, that this ſmall _ 


party was not then attacked, and, to a man, 
cut to pieces. | 
The leading features of all the Prefident's 


plans were heſitation, delay, intricacy, and 
means diſproportioned to their objects; 
each of them cut out into a variety of 
parts, upon a junction of which, ſcarce poſ- 
ſible, and, in a country fo inacceffible and 
difficult of communication, in no one in- 
ſtance probable, the ſucceſs of the ſcanty 
and infufficient means of them was never- 
thelefs formed to depend. In this inſtance, 
the probability of ſucceſs would have been 
greater, and the riſk leſs, if the whole de- 
marched by land; or, if he preferred ſend- 
1 R _ 


43 


ing it round by water, the whole. detach⸗ 
ment - ſhould have been embarked, and 


landed at Marquis, which 18 only two 


119 miles to lee ward of Grenville, and there- 


fore much nearer than Levera, and, from 
being leſs liable to high ſurf, a much better 
landing: place. Beſides the hill of Poſt- 
royal, a poſt very ſtrong by nature, which 


lies immediately above and commands this 
harbour, a good and ſafe port for ſmall 


| veſſels would have been ſecured for receiv- 


ing further ſupplies and a reinforcement, i in 


the event of not ſucceeding in an attack 
upon Pilot-hill. In either of theſe caſes, 
this expedition might, and ought, to have 


n. diſpatched in at moſt a few hours; for, 


aſter ſo many days loſt, duriog which it 


was known to every man in the iſland, whe- 


ther friend or foe; it was abſurd, had there 


been no other reaſon, to expect the ſmalleſt 
ſucceſs: for, as the rebels had nothing to 
fear from our poſt at Mount St. John, 
where. there did not during all that time 


remain, more than 1 50 men, there could 


be no doubt but that they had taken care 
to ne, Pilot-bill agaiof.; this expected 
7 N attack, 


=o 
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attack, as far as they were able. Aceord- 
ingly, it appears from Captain Gurdon's 
letter to the Preſident, dated 3d of April, 
that upon his proceeding on the morning 
after he had effected a junction at Obſerva- 
tory with the other part of his detachment, 
viz. on the 2d of April, to attack the inſur- 
gents at Pilot- hill, he found to his great 
© ſurpriſe they had got two pieces of can- 
non, and full 200 men, upon the hill it- 
« ſelf, beſides all the adjoining heights co- 
« yered with men chiefly armed with muſ- 
kets; and that on his conſulting Colonel 
M Donald (of the militia) and other gen- 
e tlemen, they all agreed he mult loſe. at 
e leaſt one, if not two-thirds of his men, be- 
fore he could gain the hill, after which, 
„with 1o ſmall a force, it would have been 
<< impoſſible to keep it.“ In conſequence 
of which, after having one man killed by a 
cannon ſhot: from it, and two wounded in 
a ſkirmiſh with an advanced party of the 
inſurgents, theſe gentlemen and himſelf 
thougbt it prudent to return to, and keep 
nn of, Obſervatory. PEN Gur- 
A vide Appendix, No. IV. Ro 
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don further informs the Preſident in this 


got hold of, who had a huſband at Pilot- 
Hill, he found that two days before, one 
_ - reinforcement had been ſent there from 
| Belvidere, which had been followed the 


next day by another from the ſame place, 
Rill larger; from whence Captain Gurdon 
concludes, that * the inſurgents evidently 
c 
ed attack“ 

When the ſmall force e 


chis expedition is compared with the num- 


ber of regulars, militia, and ſeamen, the 


colonial government deemed neceſſary to 


defend the town and forts, where they were 
under cover of regular defences and great 
plenty of cannon mounted, and, all other 
requiſites, it is not eaſy to imagine upon 
what prineiple it could promiſe itſelf any 
great ſucceſs from it. When its fears for 


the town indeed are confidered, it could 


expect nothing leſs than the total deftruc- 


tion of Captain Gurdon and his whole 


party: and yet becauſe that gallant young 


leaſt 


0 55 } - 
at leaſt four times the number of his 45 
tachment, ſtrongly poſted upon the ſteep 
and rugged eminence of Pilot-hill, and the 
adjacent heights, defended by heavy artil - 
lery, and at leaft as many muſkets as his 
party could carry againft them, he was after- 
wards ſecretly ſtigmatized as a coward in 
conſequence of which, and of its unfortu- 
nately coming to his knowledge, about a 
fortnight afterwards, at the moment he was 
going into action, indignant at ſo infamous 
an inſinuation, he expoſed himſelf to greater 
danger than was perhaps neceſlary, and in 
all probability thereby loſt his life. 


VDpon the chirty-firſt of March, the 
ſhip Harvey arrived at St. George's, and 
announced the arrival of the long expected 
reinforcement at Barbadoes; and on the 
ſame day, the Preſident diſpatched a veſſel 
to meet that part of it deſtined for the re- 
lief of Grenada, with a letter addreſſed to 
the commanding officer, propoſing that the 


force under his command ſhould be landed 


in three diviſions, at Grenville, Gouyave, 
a N | = ©; 3 | and 
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and St. George's; s; and at the ſame time in- 
Yrming him, Mat theſe landings “would in 
«Ar probability be effected without diffi- 

„ culty, as the enemy kept on the heights; 
" * he had eſtabliſhed poſts at Grenville 
and Seals to Tecure” the * GE | 
e there.” * ann e | 
"It is not eaſy to Sr kat could have 
induced the Pleſident to ſtate circumſtances 
altegether unfounded in this letter. It 
cannot be ſuppoſed be meant to impoſe upon 
the e commanding officer of this detachment ; 
and yet it is certain, that ſo far from the re- 
bels keeping üpon the heights; and fo far 
from his having _cſtabliſhed any poſt at 
Grenville, as repreſented in this letter ; the 
real fact Was, that the inſurgents had poſ- 
ſcion of of nearly the whole coaſt of the 
iland, and of. Grenville and Pilot-hill in 
particular, ſince the 11th of the preceding 
month; and were actually at that very mo- 
ment] in ſuch force there, that no fewer than 
4⁰⁰ men, and moſt of them regular troops, 
only four days afterwards, were deemed 
inadequate to forcing them from that ſingle - 
poſt.” What impreffion theſe facts muſt have , 
8 | made 
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made upon the commanding officer of 


the reinforcement, [ leave others to judge: 


but by the time he made the main land 


of Grenada, he muſt not only have learn- 


ed all this, from the veſſels he would meet 
cruizing to wind ward, but alſo, that if the 
tranſports gor once fo far to leeward as 
oppoſite - Grenville, and the rebels were 
found in poſſeſſion of Pilot- hill, it would 
have been extr 


might be able to fetch, and land his troops 
on, any part of the iſland, then in our poſ- 


ſeſſion: which circumſtance the Preſident 
had been long enough in Grenada to have 


Feen en Dees perfectly aware of. 


It was no doubt for theſe reaſons, that 
the reinforcement, conſiſting of two batta- 
lions of the 25th and 29th regiments, with 
a few men of the royal artillery, to the 


number in all of 1250 men, upon their ar- 
rival at Gouyave, on the 2d of April, were 


landed there, and marched up to Mount St. 


John; but, unfortunately, having no offi- 
cer with it of higher rank than that of 


G 4 . lieutenant- 


m 7 doubtful, and de- 
pended altogether upon the winds and 
currents, if for many days afterwards, he 
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. the Preſident - retained 
Next day, FSW ae theſe * were 
re- embarked and ſent down to St. George's, 
and on the fourth, about two o'clock P. M. 
warched from thence, under command of 
Major Melleroy, of the agth regiment, to 
proceed by the Grand-Etang- road through 
the woods, and to take poſt at Michel's, 
fer the purpoſe of preventing the rebels at 
Belvidere and Vauclain from getting ſup- 
plies from Grenville, and cutting off their 
communication between thoſe two places: 
but about two or three miles out of town, 
near the border of the woods, this party was 
attacked by a banditti, canſiſting principally 
| of ſlaves, placed in ambuſh upon high 

_ ground over the road, covered with weeds 

and bruſh-wood, in diſperſing of whom, we 
had five or ſix men killed and wounded, in- 
cluding a ſerjeant; after which the party 
took poſt at a coffee eſtate, on the border of 
the woods belonging to the adopted ſubject 
Achs, at the diſtance of three or four miles 
from town, and within view of the forts, 
where, for reaſons before ſufficiently ob- 


vious, 


„ 
vious, and which I ſhall notice by and by, 
they remained daily decreaſing in num 
ber and force, until ordered back to town 
a month afterwards by General Nichols. 

Moſt unfortunately, too, during this action, 
Major Melleroy, who was on. horſeback, 
in leaping down from the bank, over 
the road, received a contuſion from the 
pummel of his ſaddle, which was aſterwards 
attended with a fever, and occaſioned the 

loſs of an experienced and gallant officer. 

The dwelling-houſe and coffee works 
of the late Monſieur Michel, intended to 
have been occupied by thisdetachment, ſtands 
upon an eminence over the road which leads 
from St; George's to Grenville, through 
the woods by the Grand-Etang, and is the 
firſt ſettlement on the La-Bay ſide of the 
mountain. But, it is very neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that as this place lies a mile and a 
half nearer to St. George's, than where 
any of the roads (for the rebels had 
| ſeveral) leading from Grenville to Belvidere 
| branched off from the former; and as the 


* Vide Appendix No. V. 8 
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road along the greater part of that mile and 
a half, to the neareſt. of theſe; viz. that 
which branches off oppoſite the abandoned 
eſtate of La- Force, is flanked” with woods; 
and interſected by the Great River; if 
this detachment even had reached Michel's, 
fo far from being able to interrupt the 
communication of the rebels between 
Grenville and Belvidere in any reſpect, 
ic would have found itſelf in a ſtate of 
ſiege. For, while the rebels remained 
ſtrong and unbroken in the woods all 
around it, no communieation through them 
could have been kept open with either 
St. George's, or any of our other poſts. Ilu- 
ſtead, therefore, of cutting off ſupplies from 
the rebels in the way from Grenville to 
Belvidere, every article of that nature which 
ſhould have been attempted to have been 
ſent by us, for the ſupport of the detach- 
ment, muſt inevitably have fallen into their 
hands; ſo that, in a very few. days at moſt, 
it muſt have been obliged, either to cut its 
way through the woods back again to 
Ache's, or forward to the party at Obſer- 
vatory. BY 2 
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On the ſame day, viz. the zd April, another 
detachment of theſe troops conſiſting of 


about 250 men, under command of Major 


Wright, was ſent acroſs the country from 
the poſt of Mount - St. John through the 
woods in the direction of Madam Dalbaud's 
and Mirabeau-eftate, to ſtrengthen the party 
under Captain Gurdon, and again attempt 
to recover Pilot- hill and Grenville: a mea- 
ſute not better conſidered, nor leſs unfortu- 
nate, than that under Major Melleroy; for in 
this march fourteen ſoldiers of the detach- 
ment were cut off by the rebels, who alſo 
poſſeſſed themſelves of their muſkets and 

pouches full of cartridges, without the leaſt | 

loſs on their part. Although the party at 
Obſervatory after · this junction were 400 
ſtrong, and had beſides a field piece, yet Major 
Wright, who now commanded there, con- 
ſidered this force too weak to hazard an 
attack upon Pilot- hill; a ſufficient proof, if | 
there had wanted any before, that the cen- 
ſure which had been ſeverely beſtowed upon 
Captain Gurdon for not having before 
attacked It with 50 regulars, and twice that 

. number 


6 
number inn was at once unjuſt and 
ungenerous. | 
Much about this time alſo, the 4th of ö 
April, an advanced poſt of 100 men ſta- 
tioned at Madam Dalbaud's under the com- 
mand of Captain Ewing was attacked in the 
night; and though the rebels were ſoon 
beat off with conſiderable loſs, yet in this lit- 
tle affair the ſervice again ſuffered ſeverely in 
the death of Guin Belog dat a brave 
and deſerving officer. | 

Such were the effects no by theſe 
large parties, moſt. injudiciouſly detached 
from the main body, the moment almoſt 
the reinforcement arrived, and when in 
place of frittering away the force at Mount 
St. John, every one expected the Preſident 
would have again aſſembled there the 
troops he had drawn from it after General 
Lindſay's death, and, with all the ſtrength 
that could have been muſtered in the Co- 
lony, inſtantly attacked the main poſts of 
the enemy at Belvidere and Morne-Vau- 
clain; more eſpecially as it was certainly 
known at this time that they had little of 
either powder or ammunition, —Aand here 
| again, 


„„ 
again, Sir, I entreat you to obſerve the con- 
ſequences of this unaccountable and prepoſ- 
terous delay; only two or three _ aſter- 


wards, viz. 
On the 6th or 7th of April, a ſchooner 
from Guadaloupe came into the bay of 
Marquis, about two miles to leeward of 
Grenville harbour, in the face of two of our 
_ cruiſers, the Pegaſus and Mars, and there 
landed upwards of 400 muſkets, with a 
quantity of powder, ammunition, and other 
warlike ſtores for the inſurgents. This 
ſchooner was well known in Grenada by 
the name of the Delight, having been ſome 
time before captured from us by a Guada- 
loupe cruiſer, was ſeen from Cariaucou, ho- 
vering about the adjoining iſlet of Petit 
Martinique, which belonged to the co- 
loured family of the Phillips, one of whom 
bore the firſt flag ſent in by the inſurgents, 
and information thereof had been ſent down 
to the Preſident a day or two before, and 
which no doubt he communicated as ſoon 
as poſſible to our cruiſers. But ſuch was 
the ſhameful manner in which theſe hired 
veſſels were fitted out, that though an im- 
* d . 
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menſe expence to the Colony, they proved 
throughout of little or no uſe: and on this 
occaſion, thoſe two had not together, on 
board, men, guns, and ammunition ſuffi». | 
cient to combat his little veſſel of eight or 
ten two or three pounders. And yet, no 
man who reflects for a moment, will conſi- 
der this matter as of little importance, ſince 
thereby the arms of the miſereants were 
more than doubled *, and an ample ſupply 
of powder and ammunition, &c. furniſhed 
them, at a time when we knew they were 
nearly exhauſted of articles ſo very eſſential 4 
to their defence. , 
But having by this unaccountably ; ruin- 
ous conduct weakened our force at Mount 
St. John by almoſt one-half. of the re- 
inforcement landed on the ad, and three- 
fourths of that carried up there by General TH 
Lindſay, and by delay, and the inſufficient 
equipment of our cruiſers, ſuffered the re- 
bels to get a ſupply of arms, ammunition, 
&c. a grand attack was nevertheleſs on the 
very 1 next t day reſolved to be made, upon the 


Voide Appendix, No. VI. 
e e eee 


i] 
neighbouring main poſts of the rebels at 
Belvidere and Morne-Vauclain. 
But for the better com prebendiog the 
wiſdom and arrangements, of a meaſure 
which proved ſo fatal to us, it may not be 
improper to take a view at this period, both 
ot our ſtrength and ſituation, and of that 


of the inſurgents. _ 
Of the 250 veteran troops who firſt 


ſtormed and occupied Mount St. John un- 
der General Lindſay, twenty having been 
killed and wounded in that affair, ſixty or 
ſeventy brought down as before mentioned 
for the defence of the town on the day the 
General died, and fifty more ſent with 
Captain Gurdon to Obſervatory, there now 
remained only about 120; and of the mi- 
litia, the fifty men who were ſent up to re- 
place the fifty regulars ſent with Captain 
Gurdon. Of all the veterans and militia 
therefore who firſt occupied this poſt under 
General Lindſay, there now remained there 
only from 160 to 170 men. And of the 
reinforcement landed on the 2d, from 5e 
to 600'men having been detached in manner 
Juſt ſtated, there now remained from 650 to 


"ro men 0 4 
Our 


650 
our whole force therefore at Mount St. 
John deſtined to make this grand attack 
upon the 8th of April, conſiſted only of 
about 850 men, and of theſe nearly 700 
were new levies, only fix days arrived in 
the Weſt Indies. In other parts of the 
' iſland we had conſiderable force, confiſting 
too of the greateſt part of our beſt troops, 
moſt of whom were ſtationed uſeleſsly, as 
_ follow: | 
5 In the town and forts, of effective ve- 
teran troops about = 170 
Of militia, about — 350 
Ar Ache's, Major Melleroy's * 
ment — — — 300 
At Obſervatory, of veterans who ac- 
companied Captain Gurdon — 50 
Of new troops with Major Wright - 250 


Of militia — — — 100 
Effective — — 1220 


Of marine we had in town the Quebee 
frigate of thirty-ſix guns, and at Gouyave, 
and occaſionally cruifing round the iſland, 


theReſource of twenty-eight guns, the crews 
| | -" "6 
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of which might amount to ſomewhat better 
than 300 men, Beſides which we had four 
or five {mall armed veſſels in the pay of the 
Colony, on board of which, and of the ſhip- 
ping and tranſports at St. George's and 
Gouyave, there might be about 300 more 
ſeamen. Our whole force therefore, includ- 
ing ſeamen, at this time was at leaſt 2500 
effective men: a ſtrength which, under 
proper direction, I am confident, was then 
equal to every thing we wanted. | 

Let us now look at the force and fitua- 
tion of the rebels. From Luſſan's informa- 
tion we knew, that ſo early as the 18th of 
March 7000 ſouls, including women and 
children, received rations daily at Belvidere ; 
but we had reaſon to believe this number 
was conſiderably increaſed by the 8th 
of April: ſo that at the loweſt eſtimate 
they muſt have now been able to muſter at 
leaſt from 4 to 5000 effective men. At that 
time however they had only about 350 
muſkets, and were beſides very ſcantily 
provided with powder, ammunition, and 
flints. But their ſituation in that reſpe& 
was now greatly altered; for by the ſchoo- 
895 „„ ner 
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ner Delight, as juſt mentioned, they had the 
day before received upwards of 400 muſ- 
kets, and a conſiderable ſupply of the other 
articles; and, what could not fail very much 
to increaſe their ſpirits and arrogance, they 
had only three days before killed fourteen 
ſoldiers of Major Wright's detachment, 
and acquired their mufkets, and pouches full 
of cartridges, and that without the leaſt 
loſs on their part; and, beſides killing and 
wounding a conſiderable number of Major 
Melleroy's detachment, had ſtopped the 
further progreſs of it alſo at Aché's. We 
knew therefore they had now at leaſt from 
750 to 800 muſkets, and theſe undoubtedly 
placed in the hands of their beſt markſmen; 
and as they had great plenty of men, if one 
dropped, they had another ready to pick 
up his muſket, and others to carry off 
the wounded ; / circumſtances which, inde- 
pendent of the natural ſtrength of their po- 
ſition, gave them very great advantages. 
The number of their artillery has never 
been perfectly aſcertained, but was gene- 
rally believed at this time to conſiſt of three 
pieces, viz, one nine, and two ſix pounders; 
1 bs two 
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two of which were ſeen ſo placed upon 
ſtages of the mountain, that, if the firſt and 
loweſt ſhould be carried, the other might 
ſtill command it. The rebels themſelves 
were poſted upon the top of this precipice, 
which was ſo very ſteep and impracticable 
on the ſide facing our poſt and the cleared 
country, that they themſelves, even when 
no danger threatened, required aſſiſtance 
in climbing up, A conſiderable detach- 
ment of theſe however were no doubt 
at this time at Pilot-hill ; but of men they 
had plenty, and probably truſted principally 
to the artillery they found upon, and hauled 
up to it from Grenville : beſides which, 
they might perhaps have ſpared that party 
about 150 muſkets, which would diminiſh 
the number with which they oppoſed our 
attack to between * 6 and 700 muſkets. 
Such was the ſtrength, the diſtribution, 
and ſituation of our force, and ſuch that ot 
the enemy, when on the 7th of April the 
Preſident, for the ſecond time during the in- 
ſurrection, quitted the town of St. George, 
and once more failed up to W where 
* Vide Appendix, No. vI. 
1 2 the 
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the "TOR frigate and the greater part 
of the tranſports from which the late re- 
iaforcement had been landed on the 2d were 
then at anchor. Having informed Captain 
| Watkyns of his determination to attack the 
rebel poſts at Belvidere and Morne-Vau- 
clain the following morning, that gallant 
officer readily volunteered himſelf to march 
in aid of it, at the head of the flower of his 
ſhip's company, and ſuch of the ſeamen as 
could be ſpared from on board the tranſ- 
ports. Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, who 
had been juſt five days landed on the iſland, 
"commanded at this time at Mount St. John, 
from whence the attack was to be made; 
| and, beſides officers of inferior rank, had 
there with him Lieuteaant-coJonels Hope 
and Dixon. For ſome days the weather 
had been remarkably wet, and at this time 
the roads, or rather tracks, and ground ge - 
nerally from our poſt to the bottom of 
Morne-Vauclain, where the. rebels were 
poſted as already deſcribed, were incredibly 
deep and broken up by the rains, and by 
numbers of cattle which had been driven 


up there by the rebels for their ſubſiſtence, 
from 
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from all quarters of the iſland, during the 
Tong period roi our en ma _e 
e | 
The ſurface where ſteep 2 broken Was 1 
inconceivably ſlippery, and where in any 
degree level, incredibly deep and adheſive. 
Lieutenant-eolonel Campbell and the 
officers, it is ſaid, were thetefore averſe to 
hazarding an attack, at leaſt until the wea- 
ther ſhould become ſettled, and the ground 
drier and more acceſſible to the men. But 
the ſame reaſons which induced the Preſi ; 
dent to poſtpone the attack until the re- 
inforcement was diſperſed, and the rebels ſup- 
plied with arms and ammunition, no doubt 
alſo ſhut his eyes and ears to theſe obſtaeles, 
and to the counſel and opinions of gentle- 
men, ſeveral of whom had nevertheleſs 
grown grey in his Majeſty's ſervice. His 
orders were - obeyed ; at four o'clock in the 
morning of the 8th the troops marched, 
The reſult will be long deplored by all men 
connected with this devoted Colony. It is 
painful and unneceſſary to dwell upon it; 
ſuffice it to ſay, that their two or three can- 


non, though fired ſlowly, were but too well 
* 5 H * | directed, 
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directed, and did great execution amongſt 
our troops, while alternately entangled in 
the mud, or climbing ſlippery precipices :— 
in conſequence of which, before a ſingle 
volley could be fired with the leaſt effect, 
they were forced to retreat with the loſs of 
| upwards of 100 men in killed and wounded, 
| many of the latter of whom were unavoid- 
ably left behind, and without doubt cruelly 
butchered by the coloured miſcreants. Nor 
mere theſe all the fatal effects which attend- 
ed and followed this ill-concerted and ill- 
timed attack; for many of the men, and 
particularly the wounded, unable to extri- 
cate themſelves from theſe deep and broken 
ruts or tracks, were obliged to uſe their 
muſfkets as a ſtick or a pole, to aſſiſt them, 
and in many inſtances left them ſticking 
faſt in the clay behind them ; inſomuch 
that the rebels were calculated to have got 
one hundred of our muſkets, and from fifty 
to ſixty pouches full of cartridges, by this 
attack, and the ſhoes and boots of both 
officers and men were left in the mud with- 
out exception, Meanwhile the Preſident 
himſelf had gone to the town of Gouyave, 

ER cy diſtant 
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diſtant fix or ſeven miles from the ſcene of 
action, and there waited the iſſue. Of 
_ officers we had to lament the fall of the gal- 
lant Captain Stopford of the ꝗth, and Enſign 
Baillie of the 29th regiment ; the former of 
whom in the moſt heroic manner ledon 
the attack, at the head of the remains of that 
unrivalled corps, many of whom fell by his 
| ſide, and with them Mr. Park, editorof the 
Grenada gazette, who had joined as a volun- 
teer, a young gentleman of the moſt promiſ- 
ing talents, undaunted courage, and integrity. 
The Lieutenant-governor Mr. Home, | 
and all the other Britiſn- born ſubjects ſo 
1 long priſoners with the inſurgents, | after 
having for ſix weeks together ſuffered worſe 
than. many cruel deaths, were now releaſed 
from the moſt complicated miſery by the 
miſcreants themſelves, who on this. or the 
day following deliberately murdered every 
one of them, except Doctor Hay, whoſe 
profeſſional aſſiſtance they probably wanted, 
Mr. M*Mahon a clergyman, and a Mr. 
Ker, who married a daughter of the Che- 
valier de Suze, the old ſoldier before men- 
tioned. Many of the moſt reſpectable 
En |» men 
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men then belonging to the Colony fell in 
this maſſacre. Alexander Campbell in par- 
ticular, a moſt excellent character, of a 
noble and generous diſpoſition, the moſt 
conſiderable and the oldeſt Britiſh ſettler 
then in the iſland, will be long and deeply 
lamented. His captivity indeed, during 
this momentous criſis, was perhaps not 
more fatal to himſelf than to the Colony in 
general, and certainly, I think, to his fellow 
victims in particular; for, if he had been at 
large, ſtronger, and I have no doubt more 
ſucceſsful, efforts would have been made 
to ſave them and the Colony. 
The Preſident, feeling I preſume a proper 
contriticn for the fatal cataſtrophe which 
had followed the preſumption of acting in 
_ oppoſition to the opinion of experienced 
officers, on the day after diſpatched his 
friend and coadjutor Mr. Webſter to Gene- 
ral Vaughan at Martinique, to requeſt a 
general officer; who returned on the 14th 
with Brigadier- general Nichols, upon whom 
the command of the regulars from that day 
devolved. I ought to have obſerved before, 
that, by a law of the —— the militia re- 
main 
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main always under the orders of the civil 
commander in chief: a circumſtance which, 
where the civil and military commanders do 
not draw together, muſt be attended with the 


moſt miſchie vous effects: and this without doubt 


has been the caſe at Grenada; particularly du— 
ring the eee +22 * ay this inſurrection. 
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I hap now e e, the narrative 
of the cauſe, rife, and progreſs of this rebel- 
lion to the cloſe of that goverament, towhich, 
after it commenced (but with what juſtice I 
leave you now to judge) I aſeribe all the 
calamities of the iſland of Grenada. 

It appeared to me from the beginning, 
that there were but two ſyſtems, the adop- 
tion of the one or other of which could 
promiſe an early termination to our cala- 
mities. The firſt, and the leaſt injurious 
to the Colony, was, to have taken the bull by 
the horns; in other words, to have attacked 


them at their main poſts; firſt at Belvidere, 155 


and afterwards at Morne-Vauclain. 

It has already been ſufficiently ſhewn with | 
what probability of ſucceſs that might have 
been done—the unhappy victims of the 
torpor of this government ſaved—and all 


19 
dur ſubſequent calamities prevented, during 
the firſt two days. This would have been 
before the number of the rebels became for- 
midable; before Grenville town and har- 
bour were abandoned; and before, from our 
negligence and delays, the miſcreants had 
got our on cannon hauled up, all the way 
from the ſea on each {ide of the iſland, over 
a broken, woody and mountainous country, 
to poſts in the very centre of the colony. 
Another opportunity again occurred, as 
I have already ſhewn, after the much lament- 
ed death of General Lindſay, when, after 
the vernal equinox, the weather had again 
become dry, and we had received the moſt 
certain information from Luſſan, which in 
General Lindſay's life-time we had not, 
that their ammunition and flints were nearly 
expended. . The acting government might, 
for example, upon the 24th of March have 
made an attack with at leaſt 5oo regulars 
and militia, 250 of whom were veteran 
troops, ſeaſoned to the climate and inured to 
all ſorts of ſervice; and with nearly as many 
| ſeamen as were afterwards in the attack of 
the 8th of April and alſo all the armed 
negroes whom General Lindſay carried up 
with 
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with him, and who afterwards joined the in- 
ſurgents :—a force which, though inferior 
in number of regular troops, was perhaps 
quite as much to be relied upon, as that 
with which it choſe to make its grand at- 
tack upon the 8th of April; confidering that, 
out of from 8 to goo men, no fewer than 
700 of theſe were new levies, five days _ 
landed in the Weſt Indies. | 
But what, I think above all things, it is 
ti for the colonial government to 
explain, is this: Why, after it had notice 
upon the zoth of March, that the reinforce- 
ment from England was arrived at Barba- 
does, and hourly expected at Grenada, did 
it not again aſſemble all the veteran troops 
and flower of the militia at Mount St. John, 
and, as ſoon as the reinforcement landed, 
namely, upon the 2d of April, attack their 
main poſts with our whole force? The in- 
ſurgents had not even then received any ſup- 
ply of ammunition and flints, and the wea- 
ther was yet fine, and therefore favourable. 
It was under ſuch circumſtances almoſt 
impoſſible to fail of ſucceſs; and it was 
all along ſufficiently evident that, a great blow 


Once 
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once given them there, it would have been 
eaſy to have prevented them from forming a 
head apain, or, if they did, from having can- 
non. It was alſo probable that, conſulting 
only their deſpair, the leaders at leaſt would 
have ſought their ſafety in flight from the 
iſland, or concealment in the woods; and 
that' the negroes, ſeeing their cauſe loſt, 

would have turned againſt them, and Pilot- 
Bill aud all their other poſts fallen of courſe 
without further bloodſhed. But the Preſi- 
dent not only did not again aſſemble that 
force, which after General Lindſay's death 
he had ſcattered and frittered away, but 
zctually diſperſed the great reinforcement we 

received on the very day after it landed; and, 
after ſo diſperſing it, waited four days—pre- 
cifely until the miſcreants were ſupplied 
with every article they wanted for their de- 
fence, and until the rains had rendered the 
ground between our poſt and theirs ſcarcely 
paſſable ; and then, againſt the better judg- 
ment'of all thoſe brave men who were to 
conduct and fight in it, ordered his grand 
attack to be made without further delay. 
But what benefit could be expected from 
| 0 theſe 
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theſe detachments N ſurely could not mean 


that they ſhould enter the woods and buſh | 


fight the whole of the enemy? And yet it is 
certain that, had Major Melleroy not met 
with a cheek on the afternoon of the Ath, his 
detachment, as ſoon as they reached the op- 
poſite ſide. of the Grand- Etang, approach 
ing the ſouth-weſt end of Morne-Vauclain, 
if not before, muſt have been completely 
expoſed, and when and where they were 
perhaps taught the leaſt to expect, and e 
the leaſt reſiſt oppoſition. 

Theſe detachments were ordered to — 
along roads, or rather tracks, through the 


midſt of an immenſe foreſt of virgin wood, 


interwoven with lians and underwood, and 
containing thouſands of naked enemies, dark 
as the brown thicket in which they lay in 
ambuſh, accuſtomed and acquainted with 
the woods from their infancy, and encum- 
bered only with arms, ſuch as a muſket, a 
| Pike, or a cutlaſs. Such was the march, and 
ſuch the enemy, to which this raſh and in- 


conſiderate meaſure expoſed new levies in 
open day. It was, in fact, conſigning men. 


co certain death, without the conſolation of 


revenge, 
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tevenge, or being able even to perceive from 
| whence the mortal blow proceeded. Hence, 
fourteen men of Major Wright's detach- 
ment were cut off without returning a fingle 
ſhot; and hence I may ſafely affirm every 
man of Major Melleroy's would have been 
inevitably deſtroyed, if the banditti had not 
providentially made their attack upon them 
before they got entangled in the impenetra- 

ble foreſt, mountains and precipices of the 
Grand-Etang road from 'the river Soulier to 
Michel's ; for, as ſoon as attacked, they muſt * 
have quitted the road, and entered the woods, 
- . or marched on completely expoſed to a con- 
cealed enemy, who, from behind the trees 
and rocks, would have cut them off without 
loſs, and even without riſk. But, by being 
obliged from that attack to take poſt the 
firſt night at Ache's, Colonel Efte and Major 
Melleroy, having opportunity to acquire, 
from the evidence of their own ſenſes, that 
knowledge of the ſervice they were ſent 
upon, which they ought before to have been 
* acquaitited with, “ N 1 


Vide Appendix, No. v. 
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no further; and thereby diminiſhed, as far at 
leaſt as was in their power, the evil conſe- 
quences which would certainly have other- 
wiſe followed this prepoſterous expedition. 


And yet even there, within four miles of 


town, and within ſight of the forts, this detach- 
ment loſt in killed and wounded, in differ- 
ent attacks and ſkirmiſhes with the banditti 


lodged in the ſkirts of the woods, between 
thirty and forty men, without in the ſmalleſt 

reſpect contributing to the reduction of che 
| inſurgents. | 


But if the Preſident did not chi to at- 
tack the enemy in their main poſts, there 
evidently remained but one other ſyſtem to 
follow: namely, to have deſtroyed the 
ground proviſions all over the iſland; which 
in a few weeks would have ſtarved them 


out, and at all events forced back the ne- 


groes. Combined with this meaſure, how- 


ever, it became abſolutely neceſlary to pro—- 


vide and lay up, in the town and forts, ma- 


gazines of proviſions, ſufficient not only to 


ſupport the troops and- militia, but alfo all 8 
the ſlaves of the colony, as ſoon as by this 
means Gay ſhould have been obliged to 


come 


© 

come in to us; and alſo at the ſame time to 
poſt the troops along the coaſt in ſuch a 
manner as ſhould tend the moſt effectually 
to aſſiſt the cruizers in preventing external 
ſupplies of all kinds from getting to the in- 
ſurgents. 
This, in my opinion, was all along a plan 
of eaſy accompliſhment ; but after the death 
of General Lindſay, when the Preſident had 
determined to diſperſe the force aſſembled 
at Mount St. John, and not to make any at- 
tack upon the main poſts until the reinforce- 
ment arrived, it was the ſole alteraative left ; 
eaſy of attainment and certain in its effect, | 
and therefore was early, repeatedly, and for- 
cibly recommended. The ground provi- 
ſions conſiſted chiefly of plantains, which 
bear in ſucceſſion all the year round, are par- 
ticularly productive in the wet months, and 
abound in the quarter of St. John's, and 
all along the ſkirts of the woods, from thence 
to within two or three miles of the town. 
They are, however, a ſpecies of proviſions 
eaſily deſtroyed ; a ſingle ſtroke of a cutlaſs 
or bill being ſufficient to cut down a tree, 


which does not grow and bear fruit again 
for 
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for a year. And at this time, upon many of 

the eſtates where the proviſions principally 

abound, the negroes were ſtill attached to us: 
and if they had been made ſenſible that pro- 
viſions were, or would have been, provided 
for them in town, they might themſelves 
have been eaſily induced both to deſtroy 
the plantains and other ground proviſions, 
and alſo, iriſtead of joining the rebels as they 
_ afterwards did, to have come with their 
wives and children to us. But the providing 
magazines of proviſions in the town and 
forts for their ſuſtenance was, as I have juſt 
obſerved, an indiſpenſable part of this meas 
ſure ; for otherwiſe a famine muſt have fol- 
lowed, and with it the entire deſtruction, 
and that in the moſt horrible manner; of all 
our {laves; than which no greater evil could 
poſſibly arrive to the planter. But as at this 
time the far greater part of the ſugar works 
| were {till ſtanding, and very conſiderable 
quantities of ſugar; rum, coffee, cocoa, &. 
| undeſtroyed, a great part of theſe upon the 
eſtates along the coaſts, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. George's, and of our ports, 

| at Mount St. John and Gouyave, at and in 
I the 
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the neighbourhood of Levera, and Obſerva- 
tory, might have been eaſily got at, ſhip- 
ped on board of veſſels, and diſpatched to the 
neighbouring iſlands, and the neareſt ports 
of America ; and there they might have been 
ſold or bartered for proviſions; giving, in the 
mean time, to the proprietors, or their 
agents, receipts upon the part of the colony, 
to be accounted for on the reſtoration of 
tranquillity. No ſteps, however, towards 
any plan of this kind were taken till after 
our defeat on the 8th of April; and then 
the meaſures adopted went no further 
than to deſtroy the ground proviſions. If 
that had been effected, and the negroes 
thereby forced to come to us in town; a 
famine muſt inevitably Have followed, and 
30,000 ſouls periſhed before our eyes for 
want of food! It was therefore fortunate 
that this meaſure ſhared the ſame fate of all 
the plans adopted during this melancholy 
period by the government of Grenada. For 
it is worthy of particular remark, that from 
the day on which this inſurre&ion began, un- 
til the arrival of General Nichols, in no one 
meaſure, however inſignificant, was it in any 

| degree 
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degree fucceſsful ! Its action and its indg- 
lence uniformly produced the ſame effect; 
namely, additional ſtrength and ſpirit to the 
inſurgents; depreſſion, deſolation, and ruin 
to us. | 
I will conclude this ** letter with en- 
deavouring to form ſome eſtimate of the ef- 
fects of that conduct of the Colonial Govern- 
ment, which has been the ſubject of the 
preceding pages. Theſe may be conſidered, 


in relation 


To the Mother Country; 
2 the Merchants, Planters, and oi 


Britiſh-born ſubjects, inhabiting, or 


: belonging to the Colony ; 
To the adopted or Freach inhabitants ; 3 
and 
To the Slaves. , 


To judge of the loſs ſuſtained by the 
mother country, it is neceſſary to ſhew the 
advantages ſhe derived from it ; for which 
purpoſe I ſhall take the liberty to tranſcribe, - 
from Bryan Edwards's Hiſtory of the Weſt- - 
Indies, an exact return from the Inſpector- 

9 =, "Ro 
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general of Great Britain of the exports of 
Grenada and its dependencies, for the year 
1787; containing alſo an eſtimate of the 
actual value of the ſeveral articles at the 
Britiſh market 


* Vide Mr. Edwards's Hiſtory of the Welt Indies, 
page 384. 


AN Account of the Number of Veſſels, their 2 and Men, including their repeated Voyages, that clear ed 
outwards from the Iſland of Grenada, &c. to all Parts of the World, between the 8th of January 1787 and 


the 5th of January 1788, both the Species, Quantities, and Value of the Cargoes, according to the actual 
Prices in London. By the InſpeQor-general of Great Britain. | 
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But as the number of negroes bas been 
very much increaſed, and the quantity of 
ſugar, &c. proportionally augmented, ſince 
the year 1787; the average erops of the 
laſt five years, I believe I may venture to 
_ affirm, have exceeded that of the preced- 
ing eftimate and return to the extent of 
: between fifteen and twenty per cent. The 
number of veſſels therefore employed per 
annum in the Grenada trade at the time 
the inſurrection took place, could not be 
leſs than 200, nor the number of ſeamen 
fewer than 2000. The prices of Weſt India 
produce have alſo greatly riſen of late years, 
which, with the additional quantity made, 
had raiſed the value of the yearly exports 
from that colony to at leat 1,000,000]. 
ſterling. An immenſe revenue, forming 
the return to different claſſes of the in- 
habitants of this empire; for capital in- 
veſted in its cultivation, and in the ſhipping 
employed in its commerce; for aſſurance, 
for the various articles of the manufactories 
of this country annually furniſhed, and Bri- 
tiſh induſtry expended in raiſing its pro- 
duce, and bringing it to the refiner, re- 

27 exporter, 
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exporter, or conſumer in Great Britain. The 
duties only paid to the revenue upon the 
importation amounted to 1 5, oool. ſterling 
per annum. Theſe advantages are, for years 
to come, loſt to this country; and beſides 
immenſe ſums abſolutely requiſite to re- 
place the loſs of capital, it will now coſt 
ſome thouſands of valuable lives to quell 
this inſurrection, and re-eftabliſh tranquil 
lity in that Colony. | 
With regard to the inhabitants—Of the 
Britiſh-born ſubjects eleven were murdered 
at Grenville in the night of the 2d of March, 
and fifty-three on the 8th of April at Morne- 
Vauclain; and of theſe the Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, and many others, were of the moſt 
reſpectable inhabitants then in the iſland®, 
Many 
* The following are the names of forty-one of the 
gentlemen murdered at Vauclain : 


Governor Home. Michael M<Carthy. 
Alexander Campbell, Patrick Cumming. 


James Farquhar. Thomas Johnſon. 
Patrick Fothringham. Phillip Lepelley. 
George Roſe. John Livingſton. 

_ George Walker. John Jackſon. _ 
Samuel Ought. Fran. Douglas Carruthers. 
William Muir, William Gilchriſt. | 
Robert Webſter. Chriſtopher M*Carthy. 
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Many alſo. have fallen in action: and of 
the remainder, one-half have periſhed mi- 
ſerably from diſeaſes proceeding from fa, 
tigue, the want of accommodation, and 
even the neceſſaries of lite when in health; 
and of thoſe comforts when ſick, ſo abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſupport exhauſted na- 
ture under the extreme relaxation which 
conſlantly attends a convaleſcent ſtate in 
that country. The fate of thoſe who 
may ſurvive will be little leſs deplorable. 
The minor planters, and all ſuch as were 
in any degtee encumbered, are irretrievably 
ruined. Such of the greater and more in- 
dependent proprietors as have credit in 
this country will probably attempt to re- 


Gilbert Ker. Joſeph Mercer, 
Richard Davis. Edward Mathews. 
Jenkin Rice, Richard Todd. 
Joſeph Shea. | Mathew Atkinſon, 
Duncan MDougall. William Hawkins. 
James Butler. Joſeph Barlow. 
Edward H. Johnſton. James Cuthbert. 
Perjamin Johnſton. John Morris. 
William Kennard. Peter Thompſon, 
Hugh M Caſſel. John Thornton. 


- Joſeph Thomas Guy. William Bell, 
James R. Linton. . 


e 


a 
eſtabliſh their eſtates: yet. for that purpoſe, 
they muſt entangle themſelves with debts, 
begin the world a ſecond time, and at an 
advanced age return with their families, 
and ſettle again in a climate of late years 
ſo deadly noxious to Furopean conſtitu- 
tions, that life even in the young and vi- 
gorous is ſcarce worth one year's purchaſe, 
and, from the inſubordination among the 
ſlaves produced by the long continuance of 


the inſurrection, ſubje& to continual repe- 


tition, which it cannot but coſt years, and 
many lives, to ſubdue.. . es 

Of the loſs ſuſtained by. the proprietary 
ſome idea may be formed from the follow 
ing ſketch; 


Their nett revenue Fu paying al expences 
could not at the loweſt eſtimate be leſs 
than . {600,000 per annum, which at 


ten years purchaſe formed a capital of 


I, ooo, ooo. 
Half of which deſtroyed, and 


loſt in Crops wi i 4 3,090,009, 


But what remains is ſo much 
diminiſhed in value, from the 
little dependance there can in 

future 
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future be placed on the ſecu- 
rity of ſuch property, that, if 
brought to the hammer, it 
would not for years to come, 
probably, ſell for five years 
purchaſe, without creating a 
further loſs o —  — 1,506,000 


L 4,500,000 


Or, it may be eſtimated more particularly 


as follows : 


To rebuild ſugar and rum works, 
dwelling - houſes, hoſpitals, 

mule pens, negro-houſes, &c. 

on ſixty-five eſtates, where all 

theſe have been already burat 

to the ground, at Foool. 

each wy 325, ooo 
To. repair the works much in- 

jured, and rebuild the dwell- 

ing-houſes deſtroyed on ſix- 

ty-one ditto, at 1000l. each 61,000 
To rebuild the works and dwell- 

ing-houſcs on thirty-five cof- 


fee eſtates, at 1500l, each 52,500 
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To replace one-fourth of the 
ſlaves killed, ſtarved of hun- 
ger, or otherwiſe loſt to their 
owners, but who from their 
quality muſt be equal to the 
half of the whole in value; 
7,500, at 1ool. each — _ 750,000 
Horſes, mules, and cattle on 
126 ſugar eſtates, at an ave- 
rage of 1200. in value on 
each — —- 151,200 
To reimburſe the non-retura 
upon capital, or loſs of crops 
1795 and 96, and upon the 
two following — — 1,800,000 
Diminiſhed value of what may 
remain at the termination of 
the inſurrection, for the ba- 
lance — 1, 360, 300 


—— 


L 4,500,000 


With regard tothe adopted ſubjeQs, all thoſe 
who ſhall be found to be concerned in the re- 
bellion have forfeited theirlivesand properties; 


and ultimately, as have before obſerved, I am 
perſuaded the greater number of even thoſe 


who 
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who have not joined the inſurgents will 
be found to have known that ſome ſuch con- 
ſpiracy was on foot. In juſtice, however, 
to the whites among the inſurgents, I think 
myſelf bound to obſerve, that ſome of 
them oppoſed the maſſacre of the priſoners, 
until Fedon not only threatened their own 
lives, but ſeemed determined to carry that 
threat into execution ; and no one of them 
whatever has been as yet accuſed, or ſuſ- 
pected, of having any ſhare in that moſt 

inhuman action. That and the murders 
at Grenville, it wouid appear, were the cool, 
deliberate acts of the free people of co- 
lour—men born free, who had lived from 
their infancy in civilized ſociety, in the 
midſt of the very gentlemen they thus 
deliberately murdered ; who had no quar- 
rel with any of them, and had never before 
witneſſed the ſhedding of human blood :— 
circumſtances which, with their conduct ge- 
nerally in the rebellion, afford ſtrong proofs, 
in my mind, that there is ſomething of ſa- 
vage principle and ferocity inherent in the 
diſpoſition of the coloured race, which 
kindneſs cannot eradicate, which example 
cannot ſoften, nor inſtruction civilize. 


O 
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Of the ſlaves, probably about a fourth 
part will fall victims to the ſword, to fa- 
mine, diſeaſe, and the abſence of medical 
aid. | 

Such are the dreadful effects which have 

reſulted from the perſecution of the adopted 
ſubjects in Grenada, from the weak go- 
vernment of Mr. Home, from the with- 
drawing our uſual garriſon for the capture 
of the French iſlands in 1794, and the de- 
fence of them afterwards; and above all, 
from the weak and puſillanimous conduct 
of the Colonial Government, from the time 
the Preſident aſſumed the command, until 
the arrival of General Nichols. 


I am, &c. 


A GRENADA PLANTER. 
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A PP E N DI X. 


No. I. 
Six, | St. George's, 5th March 1795. 


Th E unfortunate capture of the Lieutenant-governor by 
the inſurgents having rendered it neceſſary for me to aſſume 
the command for the preſent ; I have the honour to acquaint 
you therewith, and to requeſt you would immediately aſſem- 
ble all the white men who can poſſibly be ſpared from the ne- 
ceſſary defence of your quarter, and proceed with them to- 
night towards the eſtate of Julien Fedon, which is the pre- 
ſent head-quarters of the inſurgents, ſo as to take poſt as near 
as poſſible to them, an hour before day-break. At daybreak 
I have ordered an attack to be made on the fide of Gouyave, 
by a party of military and militia, and on the fide of St. 
Patrick's, by a party of militia from that quarter. With theſe 
you are to co-operate to the utmoſt of yaur power, it being 
of the laſt importance immediately to reduce a band of rebels, 
who may otherwiſe eſſentially endanger the general ſafety of 
the iſland, and the life and property of every individual ia its 
The parole is Wolfe, the counterſign Howe. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


| K. F. MACKENZIE. . 
Colonel Hoxsroan. : 


A ſimi- 


1 
A fimilar letter of ſame date, and by the ſame conveyance; 
was addreſſed and ſent to Major Stewart, commanding the 
St. Patrick's regiment of militia, 
The troop, having found both theſe corps aTembled at 


| Grenville, returned to St. George's the ſame evening about 
mine o'clock with the following anſwer: | 


Sin, 


A COUNCIL of war of all the officers of the two regis 
ments being called, took into conſideration the two following 
circumſtances : the practicability or even poſſibility of co- Ope- 
rating with the party of the St. George's regiment, from the 
late period at which they received his honour the Preſident's 
orders; and in the next place, the eligibility of the meaſure, 
ultimately, from the hoſtile diſpoſition of almoſt all the gangs 
in the neighbourhood ; not to ſay the ſame of many whites 
in this quarter. And they are unanimouſly of opimon, that the 
fafety of this part of the iſkand depends on our maintaining our 
fituation on board the ſhipping in the harbour. It is further to 
be obſerved, that out of cighty effective privates, not above two- 
thirds are properly armed and accoutred. Still, however, we 


would have made the attempt, had Captain Ker with his 
party agreed to joined us. 
We have the honour to be, 
JAMES HORSFORD, Colonel St. An- 


dre w's regiment. 


JOHN STEWART, Major, commanding: 
St. Patrick's regiment, 


GORDON TURNBULL, Lxut. — 
Grenville-Bay, 
5th"March 1795. 


His honour the PxESInxNr. 
To The 


463 
The Prxstpzur's Reply. 


GCaexriemen, 
| St. George's, 6th March 1595. 
1 HAVE received your letter of yeſterday afternoon. The 
critical ſituation of this iſſand required your inſtant obedi- 
ence to my orders, and not your debates on the eligibility of 
them, which I had determined upon. The iſland is to be 
ſaved by your united exertions againſt the enemy, and not by 
hiding your regiments on board of ſhips at La Bay ; nor can 
I conceive how you can think of ſecuring the ſafety of your 
quarter, by deſerting the common cauſe of a general attack bn 
the head-quarters of the rebels. The fituation of the Lieut. 
Governor and Mr. Campbell ought of itſelf to have produced 
a very different conduct v. A party of about 160 regulars 
and militia have taken Gouyave, and are proceeding to attack 
thecampat Julien Fedon's, in which they are to be ſupported by 
100 veterans of the Quebec frigate, which 1s now under weigh 
for Gouyave . I therefore repeat to you both 10 poſitive 


a * If this was the Preſident's intention and opinion, it is very extraor- 
dinary that he himſelf, and all the members of Council and Aſſembly, and 
all the ſtaff and Held-officers, then in the colony, ſhould have not only 
deſerted the common cauſe, and forgot the fituatior: of the Governor and 
Mr. Campbell, but alſo retained; with them in St. George's, 160 effective 
foldiers out of 200, between 3 and 400 of the militia, all the ſeamen be- 
longing to the merchant-ſhips, and all the feamen ard marines of the 
, Quebec (a frigate of 36 guns) except about 25 men! What ſort of a de- 
ſertion of the common cauſe of a general attack could the Preſident think 
all that ? 

+ It is a certain fact, that the party conſiſted of preciſely 40 regulars 
and 94 militia, and that 25 men only of the ſeamen and marines of the 
Quebec marched. Captain Gurdon's party therefore, after being joined by 
theſe ſeamen, did not amount to quite 160 men. 


K go 
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order, that you immediately form as ſtrong a detachment as 
poſſible of the effectives of the two regiments, and of truſty 
armed negroes from the eſtates, and proceed without the 
ſmalleſt delay for the camp at Fedon's, there to ſupport the 
general attack by acting vigorouſly againſt the enemy, as occa- 
ſion may require; and I hold you anſwerable for any ill conſe- 
quences which may attend your further diſobedience. 

A veſſel will proceed inſtantly with a ſupply of arms and 
accoutrements ; but you are not to wait her arrival. Pro- 
ceed immediate] y with what you have +, 


I am, &c. 
Colonel Hoxrsronn. K. F. MACKENZIE. 


Major STEWART. 


® In his letter to theſe officers, dated the day before, the Prefident re- 
queſts them to aſſemble all the white men ho can poſſibly be ſpared from 
the neceſſary defence of the quarter, and proceed, &c. Now they were of 
opinion, as appears from their anſwer, that from the hoſtile diſpoſition of 
the negroes and many whites (New-ſubjeQs), and from the two regiments 
confifting of only 80 men, and from their having arms for only two-thirds 
of theſe, that in the firſt place none could be ſpared from the neceſſary 
defence of the quarter, and in the next, if there had been ſuch, it had be- 
come impracticable, impoſſible, to execute his orders, from the late period 
at which they received them. The Preſident, therefore, does not very 
truly T think here accuſe theſe gentlemen of diſobedience to his orders. 
The arms and accoutrements ſhould have been ſent by land. Articles then 
abſolutely neceſſary : at Grenville for every purpoſe, whether of attack or de- 
ſence, ſhould not have been trufted to the extreme uncertainty of winds 


and currents, and chance, of capture by ſea, when they might have been 


ſent with ſafety, and in a few hours, by land. Nor was there more wiſdom 
or confiftency in ordering theſe officers, unarmed as one-third of their men 
were, to proceed without waiting for their arrival. Beſides, ſuppoſing it 
had been poſſible to have collected all the truſty negroes in the quarter, 
in a few minutes, as it would ſeem the Prefident imagined, with what 
— _ been armed C EY 
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Extract from a Letter of Captain Gurdon to the Preſident, 
giving him an account of the iſſue of this expedition. 

.. » « After which I determined to march out of the town, to 
prevent a ſcene of drunkenneſs, which was too prevalent, and 
which; from the few officers who were with me, I found it im- 
poſſible to prevent while I ſtaid there, as all the ſtores had been 
broken open, and were full of rum, wine, and porter. But, 
contrary to my expectatĩon, I found that the negroes brought 
rum to the men from every houſe or hut that I paſſed. Never- 
theleſs I hoped, from the accounts I received, to be able to carry 
the enemy by ſtorm, which was my reaſon for advancing cloſe 
to their camp : but upon halting my party, and going on to 
reconnoitre the enemy, 1 found them poſted on ſuch advan- 
tageous ground, with two fix pounders which they had carried 
from the town of Gouyave, that I thought it impoſſible to 
carry the place unleſs properly inveſted. 1 alſo perceived their 
numbers were greater than I had reaſon to expect, as I plainly 
faw a houſe and chapel filled with men, from which two places 
(even if I had ſucceeded in driving them from their guns) 
they could have picked off all my men, as I had nothing with 
me to make a breach in ſuch ſtrong buildings; and as my 
orders from the Council were perfectly diſcretionary, I thought 
it would be more for the good of his Majeſty's ſervice to return 
to Gouyave (as there was no height on which I could encamp 
_ with ſafety) until I could receive a reinforcement and two 
howitzers, which I ſent a veſſel expreſs for as ſoon as I reached 
the town. 

About an hour after the veſſel was gone, I was aſtewithed's when 
ſome officers of the militia came and informed me, that their 
men were almoſt in a ftate of mutiny, ſaying that they would 
inſtantly return to St. George's that evening, as they heard 
the enemy were within three or four miles of town, and that 
it was uſeleſs to ftay and protect empty houſes. On my tell- 


ing them that I had ſent for a reinforcement, and that I was 
K 2 aſtoniſhed 
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aſtoniſhed at their proceedings: they ſaid, ſome were already 
gone, and that they would go, with or without leave. Seeing 
the ſtate of the militia, and thinking that in all probability 
the enemy would come down and attack me again in the 
night, I thought it more prudent to embark. the party, than 
to hazard the lives of many from the diſaffection of a few. 


No. II. 


F 4 
BY THE KING. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


K. F. Macxzwzix, 


| WHEREAS an inſurrection has broke out in this our co- 
lony of Grenada, which has diſtinguiſhed itſelf in its commence- 
ment by the moſt horrid acts of ſavage barbarity; and whereas 
there is ſtrong reaſon to believe that it has been excited by the 
machinations of a very few individuals joined in a moment of 
deluſion by others of a different deſcription, who are intereſted 
in the welfare of a colony under whoſe mild government and 
laws, affording equal protection to every individual, who have 
longenjoyed everycomfort; and who ſeeing how much they have 
been miſled, may be upon maturer conſideration anxious to re- 
turnto their duty: Influenced by ſuch conſiderations and motives 
of humanity, we have therefore thought fit, by and with the 
conſent of his honour Kenneth Francis Mackenzie, Eſq. Pre- 
ſident, and the Members of our Council for the ſaid iſland, to 
publiſh tliis our royal proclamation, declaring a general pardon 

3 and 
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4 amneſty toall perſons concerned in the ſaid inſurrection, upon 
their ſurrendering themſelves, excepting only to thoſe indivi- 
duals who have committed the cruel and unmanly murders that 
have ſo diſgracefully characterized the conduct of ſome of the 
iuſurgents: And we do hereby further declare, that unleſs they 
accept this offered clemency, the moſt rigorous meaſures ſhall 
be inſtantly purſued againſt them. And we do hereby offer 
a a reward of twenty johanneses to any perſon bringing in any 
of the ſaid inſurgents, either dead or alive. L 
Given at St. George's, this 4th day of March 1795, and 
in the 35th year of our reign. 


By | his honour's command, | 
MATHER BYLES. © 


GOD SAVE THE KING, 
, 


Extract from a Declaration of the Commiſſioners delegated 
by the National Convention to the Windward Iſlands, in 
_ as far as it reſpects the preceding Proclamation, 


CONSIDERING that the ſentiments of humanity, which 
have always directed our conduct towards our vanquiſhed 
enemies and priſoners, have been forgotten by the Engliſh 
nation in theſe colonies, who finding it impoſſible to reſiſt the 

' republican valour, have not forbore by their innumerable 
crimes to force us to repriſals : 

Conſidering that the Proclamation of the Council of Minds 
da, dated the 4th March, ſent forth by the infamous Kenneth 

Francis Mackenzie, is an outrage againſt the rights of na- 

tions and humanity, becauſe it puts arms into the hands of 

aſſaſſins, by promiſing them twenty joes for each head of our 
brave and loyal Republicans : 

Declaring that Citizen Hugues, officer of the Republic 
2 at Grenada, and La Grange our delegate, &c. 
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Genify to the Chief of our enemies in theſe iſlands the pre. 
ſeat Declaration, enjoining further all the officers command. 
ing the armies of the Republic, in the iſlands already con- 
quered, or to þe conquered, to obſerve the laws of war, in the 
eaſe where by any deliberate at a Republican dies by the 
hand of our enemies, to put to the ſword all ſuch, until their 
name and memory are blotted out in the colony wen the 
erime ſhall be committed. 

Promiſing to do the ſame in all the colonies where the i in- 
habitants and the Engliſh commanders publih and execute 
ſuch proclamations : 
Denouncing to the public opinion, and to all nations, 
Kenneth Francis Mackenzie and Mather Byles, ſubſcribers to 
the ſaid Proclamation : Declaring that the French Republicans 
have no need to put a price on heads ſo deſpicable, to conquer 
and annihilate them. 
Soil of Liberty (Guadaloupe), the 11th Germinal, the 

_ third year of the French Republic, one and indiviſible, 
(that is the day of 1795+) 


VICTOR HUGUES, 
GOYVAUD, and 
LEDAS, 


———— — 


Wn” 4 


Extract from another Declaration of the ſame Commiſſioners, 

dated at Guadaloupe, 21ſt February 1795, a copy of which 

- was delivered to the Preſident at St. George's on the 4th 
of March. | 5. 


% WE do hereby give ſolemn notice to the Commander in 
chief of the Britiſh forces in the Windward Iſlands, that from 
| and after the date of this our official declaration, the aſſaſſina- 
tion of each and any individual Republican (of whatever co- 


lour he i is, ad in whatever iſland it may happen) ſhall be ex- 
piated 


6205 
piated 1 death of two Engliſh officers, our priſoners. 
The guillotine ſhall on the firſt notice thereof perform this 
act of juſtice. 

% We do further Sls that any n who, at the 
moment.of the landing of an army of the Republic, com- 
manded by one of us, or by any of our ſubſtitutes, ſhall not 
join againft our common enemy, is outlawed, and his property 
forfeited to the Republic,” 


MT rn rr rumen 


Extract from Fedon's 1 dated at Belvidere 
4th March. | 


« And we alſo declare, if any of our ſaid brothers or 
friends ſhall become the victims, or receive any ill treatment 
on the part of the Engliſh, that each ill treatment ſhall be re- 
taliated doubly upon ſuch priſoner, and death, by that of two 


Engliſhmen, xc.“ 


„ * dined. r 


No. III. 


General Lindſay's Letter to the Preſident, dated Port before 
. Belvidere, 21 March 1795, 


4 


UPWARDS of one half of the militia having left me, oon · 
trary to the moſt politive orders, I have been prevented from 
carrying my plans into execution ; and as I ſhall not be able 
to act offenſively, until I have at leaſt a number equal to thoſe 
with which I ſet out, I thought it adviſable to give the part 
of the militia that remained behind (and who bore cheerfully 

much hard from the extreme badneſs of the weather) leave 
- K 4 to 
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66 Wturm to t. George's to refreſh themſelves, under the poſi, 
tive promiſe of returning in two days; in which time, it is 
to be hoped that the weather may mo more per for 
active operations. | 

I rely upon the navy, that they will prevent "TR from 
getting to the enemy from Guadaloupe or elſewhere. I beg 
leave ta add, that the utmoſt exertion of every individual will 
be neceſſary to follow up this buſineſs; and it is with regret I 
hear, that there are many perſons doing no duty at St, 
George's, that might be of great uſe here; as I muſt repeat, 
that if our number ſhould be reinforced to the number before 
mentioned, it will not be more than adequate to the ſervice. 
I muſt requeſt a ſupply of blankets and ſhirts for my troops, as 
when they laid down their haverſacks to engage the nl 
the negroes ſtole them. 
I I have the honour to be, &c 


COLIN LINDSAY. 
His honour the PaESIDEXr. 


No. IV, 


Reſpecting the Preſident's Attempt to re · take Pilot- Hill and 
Grenville. 
The Preſident's Letter to Lieutenant Colonel Shaw, dated 
Grenada, 24th March 1795. 
Sin, 

IHAVE the honour to acquaint you, that it 5 this day 
| been determined in a council of war to maintain for the pre- 
ſent the poſt you occupy, and to act offenſively from thence 

| n the enemy, as occaſion * offer. 

ü | A * 


| E 
A poſt is immediately to be formed at Grenville-bay for 
the protection of that quarter, conſiſting of one captain, two 
ſubalterns, and fifty men from his Majeſty's troops, and the 
ſame detachment from the militia, Major Stewart, who is 
well acquainted with the country, will go round with the de- 
tachment, and give them every aſſiſtance and advice which 
his knowledge of local circumſtances can ſuggeſt. The ne- 
ceſſary orders for carrying this ſervice into execution will be 


forwarded immediately. 


k. FE. MACKENZIE.. 


Captain Gurdon's Letter to the Preſident, dated Obſervatory- 
houſe, Friday, 3d Apnl 1795, giving him an account of 
the iſſue of this expedition. 


Bun, 

I yxoceepeD yeſterday morning to attack the inſurgents 
on Pilot-hill, leaving only a ſufficient force here to prote& 
ſome fick men. When I advanced near La Bay, they firſt 
made a ſtand with about 100 men at Paradiſe negro-houſes, 
from which they were diſlodged, but ſtill kept up a fire on 

Captain M<Cafkill's company (which I had ſent to ſcour the 
right), and wounded two of my men, but not dangerous. 

On my advancing with the main body along the road, they 
fired a cannon ſhot at us, which by the ball which we 
| got appears to be a nine-pounder, and mortally wounded 
one of my grenadiers, ſo bad that he died before he could 
reach this place. I then got my men under cover of a hill, 
when they fired a ſecond ball, but it fell a little ſhort of us. 
I then went with Major Stewart to ſee their poſition and force 
from a hill called Teleſcope-houſe, when, tg our great ſurpriſe, 
they manifeſtly, by the ſheds on Pilot hill, had two pieces of 
cannon and full two hundred men, and all the adjoining 

| heights 
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heights covered with men, principally armed with muſkets, 
In ftort, they appeared ſo ſtrong and ſo well prepared for us, 
chat on my conſulting Col. M*Donald and other gentlemen, 
they agreed that I muſt loſe at leaſt one, if not two-thirds 
of my men, before I could gain the hill, and that my force 
was ſo ſmall, that it would be impoſſible to keep poſſeſ- 
ſion of it afterwards. They, therefore, as well as myſelf, 
thought it more prudent and adviſable to return and keep 
poſſeſſion of this hill, until I ſhould inform you of their 
ſtrength and poſition. I conſequently ſent the wounded men 
and ammunition off immediately, and by remaining at Pa- 
radiſe negro-houſes for an hour or two more with the troopers, 
after I had ſent the body away, I effected a ſafe retreat for, the 
whole; and was very happy in being able to bring here my 
grenadier, who died about an hour after, and the two wounded 
men of the militia, who I am-happy to add are likely to do 
well. Their names are Mr. Boyd and Mr. Powell. While I 
remained with the troopers at Paradiſe negro-houſes, a brig 
hore in ſight off La Bay, evidently intended for that port, as 
ſhe hoiſted a ſignal for a pilot, but was ſpoke by the ſhip 
Flying Fiſh, and ſchooner Pegaſus, when ſhe went off to the 
leeward with them, in conſequence as I ſuppoſe of not being 
able to weather 'Teleſcope-point ; by which I am left here 
without any proviſions or bread, and there are ſcarce any 
plantains to be found. I alſo have no communication what- 
ever by ſea, and am forced to ſend this by land to Gouyave. 
I hope you will take theſe things into your conſideration, 
and favour me with your orders as ſpeedily as poſſible, par- 
ticularly as the ſurgeon Mr, Dryſdale has juſt reported to me, 
that there are nine men very ill with fevers, two wounded 
men, and a conſiderable number with fore legs. 

By a woman who has a huſband in the camp, and was 
brought in here laſt night, I find, that the day before yeſter- 
day, they ſent a reinforcement to La Bay from Belvidere 
camp, and yeſterday morning early another ſtill larger; fo that 
3 | they 
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they evidently muſt have had information of the intended 
1 I remain, Sir, 7 
PHILIP B. GURDON, | 
Captain 58th regiment, Commandant. 


His honour the Pxe$iDenT. 


No. V. 


Letter from Major Melleroy to the Prefident, written from 
 Ache's, on the day after he marched with that detachment 
from Sr. George's, 

SIR, 
AM extremely mortified to inform you, that Iam afraid 

I ſhall not be able to proceed with the detachment under my 
command to the Grand-Etang immediately, as I find myſelf 
very unwell from an accidental circumſtance which renders 
me at preſent. unfit for actual ſervice. However, I ſhall be 
happy to do any thing in my power for the good of the 
cauſe; am alſo fearful, if we leave this poſt without a 
ſtrong guard, our communication may be eaſily cut off with 
St. George's; convinced, that any party will be liable to the 
fame attack from the ridge received yeſterday : It's not in 
my power to leave behind any part of this detachment, as 
they are barely ſufficient for the ſervice intended. Since writing 
the above, am favoured with yours of yeſterday ; ; am much ob- 
liged for the party fent for the protection of the wounded; 

Serjeant Clarke, who was ſo badly wounded, died laſt night: 

accept my thanks for the ſhoes and hats. The night paſſed 


pretty quiet: a few ſhots were fired at our ſentinels, but no 
miſchief 
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miſchief done. Excuſe the liberty I take, of einig yon 
to ſend a party of not leſs than 50 men to take poſſeſſion of 
this poſt before we leave it. Am much obliged to the officer 
commanding the iſland cavalry, and the entire of that corps, 
for their cheerful aſſiſtance on every occaſion. On inſpeQing 
the ſtores from the report of the commiſſary, we find we have 
not more than three days proviſions ; ſhall eſteem myſelf ob- 
liged if you will ſend with all expedition proviſions for 400 
men for ſeven days, as we find our ſtrength, including negroes, 
full that number. A light field-piece 'will be a great addi- 
tion to our ſtrength, to diſlodge the ſcouts from the heights. 
Our party have juſt brought in a rebel negro with a national 
cockade in his hat, I hope Mr. Proctor will be kind enough 
to take charge of him, to whom I beg leave to refer for any 
information. Officers and ſoldiers in good 2 and * 


Iam, Sis, 
J. MELLEROY, Major 29th Regiment, 


3 Aches, 6th April 1795. 
His honour the PrxEsIDENT. 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Eſte to the Preſident, 
written from the poſt at Ache's on the 7th of April. 


S183, 


OUR leaving St. George's at fo late an hour, made it 8 

o'clock before the laſt gun and the rear column reached 
this place : of courſe there was no poſlibility of judging of 
poſts. 

The night proved rainy, with "a ſhowers in the morn- 
ing. I was informed there would be no poſſibility of moving 
before the roads got ſomewhat dry. I therefore propoſed to 
march about 10, previous to which this poſt was attacked 
from an height that totally commanded it, as well as the 
road 
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toad by which the detachment was to proceed; and it be- 
came neceſſary to diſlodge the enemy, and to occupy the 
height, before the detachment could move; for that pur- 
poſe it was judged adviſable to ſend a detachment into the' 
bottom, in hopes to drive the enemy from that poſt, and 
which in ſome meaſure ſucceeded. Lieutenant M*Namara, 
who had gone with this detachment, returned and informed 
me that he had left Captain Pigot in a ſecure poſt, which 
cut off all communication with the bottom, or a poſſibility 
of the enemy receiving ſupplies ; and the fire on the height 
having in a great meaſure ceaſed, I ordered 50 men under 
the command of Lieutenant Walton, to make an aſſault on 
this ſide of the hill; at the ſame time ſending orders to Captain 
pigot to advance on the other fide, if practicable, to divert the 
enemy's fire from that fide, as the aſcent was very great, 
and would not have been effected if the enemy in any ſmall 
body oppoſed. 

By theſe two movements, the object was effected about 
half pats in the evening, and the poſt occupied ; and 
we remained tolerably quiet through the night. In the at- 
tack we loſt two men killed and four wounded ; the killed 

have been brought in this day. | 

We had two failors wounded in this poſt, which, conſi- 
dering the conſtant fire from the enemy, was very inconfi- 
derable. At firſt I did not intend to return the fire, and 
kept the men as little expoſed as poſſible ; but at laſt brought 
up a gun and fired caniſter- ſnot for ſome time; which not 
anſwering the purpoſe, the movements were made as men- 
tioned before. I am much afraid that the poſt at this place 
can never be maintained, or the communication kept open, | 
by ſo ſmall a number of men as is allotted to it. I ſhould 
think twice the number inadequate; and, even then, ano- 
ther poſt would be neceſſary between this and St. George's, 
to enſure a probable communication. 

I am forry to add there has been another rainy night, 

ls and 


in 
and ſeveral very heavy ſhowers ſince day- break; and that to 
the diſñiculties I have mentioned, others occur, which place 
me in a more difficult and critical ſituation. However, as ſoon 
as the men are a little reſted from their fatigues, and the 
roads are paſſable, 1 ſhall puſh forward with one gun, with- 
out waiting for the round and grape-ſhot I requeſted Mr, 
M*Birnie to acquaint you was immediately wanting. 
I cannot expreſs how much I am obliged to Lieutenant 
Walton for his exertions, and for his conduct on the attack 
of this poſt, which he volunteered. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
CHARLES WILLIAM ESTE. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Eſte to the Pre- 
ſident, dated poſt at Ache's, 8th April 1795. 


Sia, 

FROM the information I have this moment e 
Captain M Birnie, that the men of the Reſource had march- 
ed from Gouyave yeſterday, to join the army on the at- 
tack of the rebel camp, and from a cannonade and platoon . 
firing heard here this day, which tends to confirm it, 1 take 
the opportunity of Captain M*Birnie's return to St. George's 
with the fick, to ſtate to you the following obſervations : 

There appears a very numerous body encamped on à ridge 
directly oppoſite this poſt, and who are certainly in motion 
in various parts, with a view to impede its march, and which 
L am informed is very eaſily to be effected. As no time will 
de loſt by aſking your further directions, as he muſt return 

previous to our movement, I think it my duty to repreſent 
to you, that the detachment is already much fatigued, and 


incapable at this moment of great exertion ; that it is too 
much encumbered with cannon and ammunition, beſides a 


quantity of proviſions; at any time ſufficient, to injure any 
military 


1 

military operations, but which in the preſent ſituation might 
prove highly detrimental to the country, ſhould any diſcom- 
fiture happen to it. 

I ſhall beg you will direct me, whether I am to move un- 

der theſe circumſtances I have related, or whether you may 
| not judge it wiſer my remaining at this poſt, which with the 
preſent force I am in no apprehenſion of. 


Extra& of another Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Eſte 
to the Preſident, dated at the port of Ache's, 5th April 


1795s 
Sir, 


THE enemy on the oppoſite heights "Ou greatly i increa- 
ſed their numbers, and are many with arms, and as we think 
have white people with them. They extend their encamp- 
ment every night round the two faces of the mountain, and 
have ſince yeſterday morning had the effrontery to deſcend 
in numbers into the bottom. And from which circumſtance, 
I told Major Melleroy early yeſterday, I apprehended they had 
received favourable accounts from their camp. | 

I have been makiog very minute enquiries what roads they 
have from the ridge they occupy, to interrupt me on my 
route, and am informed they have two; one about 2050 
yards from, Grapd-Etang houſe, and the other at the heights 
above the river Soulier, and where they may lie in numbers 
impoſſible to be diſcovered or annoyed ; which circumſtances, 
in my, opinion, render any movement with a_detachment 
ſimilar to the one I am entruſted with, the height of impru- 
dence to riſk, conſidering the ſtrong country 1 have to. paſs 
through, and the advantage enſuing from the poſt I at preſent 
occupy, 

1 have alſo made e enquiry with reſpe& to the advantage 
you have mentioned of cutting off ſupplies, by being poſted 
at Michel's ; and I am informed, and as I am told by the beft 


guides, 


; (38 
guides, that they have four higher from La Baye to the camp 
at Belvidere, than by the road under Michel's. I ſhall take 
the liberty of naming them, viz. one by Madame Peſchier's, 
another by Madame Renaud's, a third by the canal of Mira- 
beau, and a fourth by Paraclete. Ub: 
I endeavour fully to explain the motives under which I 
act, and ſubmitting them to your better judgment, ſtill aſ- 
ſuring you I ſhall be willing to move forward, if you ſee rea- 
ſon for ſuch an attempt; though I confeſs I think the riſk 
will be greater, and moſt probably attended with more dif+ 
treſs, than any real good that can ariſe from the attempt. 


—— 


+ 


No. VI. 


Copy of the Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell to the 
Preſident, which occafioned the latter's going up to Gouy- 
ave, and the attack to be made upon the 8th of April. 

| Mount Felix, 6th April r795- 
Sia, n 

SOME unfortunate accidents having r@arded the opera- 

tion of the detachment from hence to La Pay, which it 

would be tedious to enumerate by letter; conceiving however 
that the conſequence may be attended with ſomething very 
ſerious to the general intereſt of the iſland, I ſhould be glad 
to have the honour of a converſation with you, Sit, on the 
ſubje& as ſoon as poſſible. The urgency of ſending ſome 
immediate aſſiſtance to Major Wright, now at the Obfervatoryy 
has obliged me to take the liberty of employing the Fari Fan on 
that ſervice: but I have directed Colonel Gahagan to pro- 

cure 


1 
eure for the Colonel ſome other immediate mode of convey» 
ance, 


T have the honour to be, Kc. 


A. CAMPBELL, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
His honour K. F. Macxenzie, 


Extract of a Letter from Major Wright to Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Campbell, without a date, but which muſt have been 
written on either the 7th or 8th of April, 


\ Odſervatory- bill. 
SINCE I laſt wrote to you I have received information 
that the enemy have had a ſupply of arms and ammunition. 
They have likewiſe conſiderably ſtrengthened their poſt by 
an entrenchment, and their numbers are very conſiderable, 
Unleſs we can therefore be aſſiſted by a confideral.le force, 
it will be impcfiible for us to ſucceed. If you ſhould there- 
fore think proper to ſend a detachment, of at leaft 1oo men 
| from the Grand-Etang * (if that poſt can admit of ſuch a 
diminution of force), to co-operate with us, we might 
make the attempt with ſome hopes of ſucceſs, &c. 
4 _ (Signed) H. A. WRIGHT, 
Major 25th Regiment, 


Extract of a Letter from - Lieutenant Colonel Campbell to 
the Preſident, dated at Plaiſants, gth April 1795. 


I avs the honour of encloſing a letter from Major Wright, 
and mult leave the anſwer, ſo far as relates to the reiuforce- 


* Major Wright here means the detachment under Colonel Efle. The 
interruption it had met with, and its remaining at Ache's, it would ap- 


p*ar, he had not chen known. 
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8 from your ir 6de, entirely to; wur pleaſure ; neither 
knowing where the detachment commanded by Colonel Eſte 
is at this time, nor the ſervice upon which it is employed. 
With reſpect to any reinforcement to be expected from 
. the troops here, I muſt aſſure you it would be impoſſible for 

me to {pare any, conſiſtent with the ſafety of the reſt ; and 

I have juſt received the ineloſed lift of fick from Major 
M*Lean, who in addition aſſures me, that the fatigues of 
the men are ſuch as has almoſt rendeted the whole unfit for 
fervice, 

The enemy have certainly received a PEN ammunition 
and arms; otherwiſe they never could have ſupported the con . 
tinued and heavy fire of yeſterday, where, excluſive of artil- 
lery, there could not poſlibly be leſs than 700 firelocks em- 
ployed. 

Theſe are grievances which I am ſorry to communicate; 
but they are ſtrong truths, which I think it neceſſary you 
ſhould be acquainted with, and flatter myſelf your ſuperior 
knowledge of the ſituation and intereſt of the * will inſtru 
ſome remedy. 


* 1 NES 


OBSERVATIONS 


UPON A RESOLUTION OF THE 


1 ASSEMBLY OF GRENADA. 
Paſſed on the 11th of May 1795, 
AND UPON A 
PAMPHLET, — 


Publiſhed there in Vindication of the 


COVERNMENT OF THAT COLONY, 
ENTITLED, 


« A Review of the Events which have happened, 
from the Commencement of the Inſurrection, 
« to the ift of May” (1795.) 


( 129 ) 


POSTSCRIPT. 


London, 20th May 1796. 


Ar the time I wrote the preceding letter, 
for your information and that of a few 
friends, it was not my intention to have 
publiſhed it. The avocations of an active 
life, ſpent chiefly in the Weſt Indies, diſtant. 
from the paths of literary purſuits, are ill 
calculated to form the habits, if I had the 
ability requiſite, to write for the eye of the 
public, But the extraordinary induſtry, and 
the means, which have been reſorted to by 
the Preſident and his friends, in the colony 
of Grenada, and in this country, not to 
Juſtify the conduct of the colonial govern- 
ment only, but alſo to vilify and aſperſe the 
characters of the officers who have had the 
| *K 2 misfortune 
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misfortune to ſerve under the Preſident's 
command, and of every gentleman who 
has candidly and freely ſpoken his ſenti- 
ments upon the ſubject, have rendered it, 
in my opinion, a neceſſary meaſure for the 
information of thoſe who take any intereſt 
in the welfare of the colony. To effect the 
double purpoſe of juſtifying his own, and 
involving the characters of the officers, of 
both regulars and militia, in one and the 
ſame unfounded calumny, the Preſident has 
neither courted enquiry into his own con- 
duct, nor brought any of them before a 
court-martial, nor made a fingle ſpecific ac- 
cuſation againſt them, Meſſrs. Horsford and 
Stewart excepted. —He convened (often- 
libly indeed for very different purpoſes) 
ſuch of the members of the afſembly as 
remained in exiſtence, and were then in the 
colony; and immediately ſelected, and laid 
before them, ſuch of his own letters and 
correſpondence as ſeemed the moſt proper 
to give colour to their pre-concerted proceed- 
ings. Of theſe members, the great majority 
were his own particular friends, whoſe con- 
duct had not been free from cenſure, as has 
: been 


; In 
been ſhewn in ſtating the proceedings of 
Captain Gurdon's detachment, and in other 
inſtances; and whoſe actions, and opinions, 
had been rather governed, throughout, by 
what they deemed agreeable to their patron, 
than the general intereſts of the colony, 
which, from the abſence of almoſt all the 
proprietors, they unfortunately repreſented: 
of which, among others, the vote paſſed by 
them on the rith day of May 1795 now 
ſtands a diſtinguiſhed and memorable proof, 

By this act, the aſſembly reſolved unani- 
mouſly, That, after the moſt mature and 
« ftrit examination of the papers and. va- 
& rious correſpondence ſubje&ted to the 
„ perufal and conſideration of this houſe, 
« by his honour the Preſident, it is the una- 
© nimous opinion of this houſe, that his 
% honour's unwearied attention to every part 
of the public ſervice contained therein, 


his perfect and correct judgment in the 


© formation of the different plans, as well as 
* the earneſt and ſteady determination in 
« enforcing the execution of them, merit, 
* in the higheſt degree, the approbation 


* and acknowledgment of the legiſlature, 
 *K 3 «and 


OY 
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25 and the ſociety at large; and that the 
failure of the various well-concerted plans 
& has not been merely owing to a chain of 
© unfortunate circumſtances, but to diſobedi- 
* ence of orders, and want of punctuality 
in the execution of them.“ 

The aſſembly of Grenada, when com- 
plete, conſiſts of twenty-ſix members, 17 of 
whom were preſent; but though the vote 
paſſed without a diviſion, three of theſe, 
namely Mr. Shand, who alone poſſeſſed and 
repreſented more real property in the co- 
lony than all the other members, Mr. Rapier, 
and Mr. Lumſdale, were decidedly againſt 
it, and ſo, it is ſaid, were one or two more: 
but, by its being brought in at ſhort notice, 
and hurried through the houſe, theſe three 
gentlemen have ſince declared they were 
taken by ſurpriſe ; and ſeeing that the Pre- 
ſident's friends, who, as has been ſhewn, 
were not without an intereſt in the appro- 
bation of his conduct, formed a majority, 
and that it would of courſe be carried againſt 
them—not aware too of the handle that 
might be made of calling it an unanimous 
vote; they did not, at the time, perceive 
any 
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any good purpoſe it would have ſerved, to 
have inſiſted upon a diviſion. But, admit- 
ting for a moment that this vote had been as 
juſt, as I have already ſhewn (and as will ap- 
pear from the very identical papers and va- 
rious correſpondence” therein referred to) it 
was in all reſpects unfounded; ſlill, conſidered 
in relation to the neareſt and deareſt intereſts 
of the colony, it was a reſolution the moſt 
miſchievous, that could poſſibly have origi- 
nated in the heart of its worſt enemy. Its 
direct tendency was, to irritate and ſow diſ- 
cord between the legiſlature and the officers 
of his Majeſty's troops; and between the 
troops commanded by General Nichols, and 
the militia, who, , unfortunately, ſtill re- 
mained under the command of the Preſident. 
It was calculated to weaken and paralyſe 
our operations, and to create diſſenſions, at 
a time when the hearts and hands of all men 
ought to have been rather drawn cloſer, 
united, and directed againſt the common 
enemy. I am ſorry to add, ſuch indeed, 
we know from fatal experience, has * 85 
been the effect of it. It was for different 
oſtenſible reaſons, the legiſlature was in time 
- > h of 
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of martial law, and therefore perhaps un- 
_ conſtitutionally, called together: but it ſoon 
became evident, that with the prime movers 
of this meaſure, the Preſident and his friends, 
the obtaining the ſanction of this vote was 
their firſt and principal object. 

Hence, on the inſtant of their meeting, 
as before arranged, they proceeded to ſo very 
delicate and dangerous a deciſion, upon evi- 
dence which Wears upon the face of their 
own reſolution, to have been not only com- 
pletely ex parte, but ſelected for the expreſs 
purpoſe of obtaining that ſanction to his 
conduct; and that too, without any ſpecific 
accufation made againſt, or having heard 
in his defence, any one of all the officers of 
either regulars or militia, thereby condemned 
and cenſured in the maſs, as far as the vote 
of this aſſembly could do ſo. From even 
their precipitation, therefore, it would ap- 
; pear that the Prefident and his friends were 
themſelves not unconſcious, it was a ſubject 
which would not bear diſcuſſion. 

Beſides, if this vote had been the juſt 
and true expreſſion of the conviction even 
= of thoſe who paſſed it; or, if the people 
generally 
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generally, of Grenada, had believed it to be 
ſo, any one may well ſuppoſe that the Pre- 
ſident afterwards would have reſted per- 
fectly ſatisfied, and ſought no further juſti- 
fication of his conduct: but, if this had 
been the caſe, we never ſhould have ſeen 
the pamphlet publiſhed in Grenada ſome 
months afterwards, avowedly in his juſtifi- 
cation, entitled A Review of the Events 
which have happened from the Com- 
mencement of the Inſurrection to the Firſt 
of May.” And that the people in the co- 
| lony neither approved of this vote, nor 
were thereby tie more inclined to give the 
general ſanction of their approbation to his 
meaſures, is evident from the very firſt ſen- 
tence of it, which ſtates, that, a great 
many miſconceptions having been enter- 
tained, and a great many miſrepreſentations 
having been made, reſpecting the events 
which have happened in Grenada ſince the 
eommencement of the inſurrection, he there- 
fore humbly craved the indulgence of the 
public (of that en] to lay before them 

this hiſtorical review. 
This hiftorical review, however, is better 
| known 
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known in Grenada by the title of © The 
Preſident's Apology,” and is the joint pro- 
duction of Mr. Wiſe, a barriſter, lately 
ſettled in Grenada, and, fince the Preſident 
attained; the command, appointed by him 
adjutant-general of the militia; of a Mr. 
Beete, another young inhabitant of St. 
George's, acting as deputy-ſecretary, and in 
like manner, ſince the inſurrection, appointed 
by him judge-advocate; and of the Preſident 
himſelf. I ſay of the Preſident himſelf, be- 
cauſe, though it is very poſſible the often- 
ſible editor, Mr. Wiſe, may have had the 
greateſt ſhare in the compilation of it, yet 
the ſelection of letters, extracts of letters, 
papers, and correſpondence, which form a 
very great part of it, are evidently of the Pre- 
ſident's furniſhing; and becauſe I have the 
beſt authority to ſay, that every proof ſheet 
of it was reviſed, corrected, and approv- 
ed by him, before it iſſued from the 
preſs. Every ſyllable in it, therefore, may 
be fairly conſidered as evidence of his own 
ſelection. 

But, though the aim and ends of this 


painphlet are avowedly in juſtification of the 
Wu vote 


* 


CT wp Þ 
vote of the aſſembly, and of the conduct of 
the colonial government, and its concluſions, 
therefore, verbatim, in uniſon with - theirs 2 


yet, if any confirmation were wanting to a 
ſingle fact ſtated in the preceding letter, 


in as far as reſpects the conduct of the 
colonial government I ſhould beg leave 
to refer for it to the very documents 
and admiſſions therein contained. Indeed 
it is a not leſs ſingular than remarkable 


feature of this publication, that whatever 


the editors of it endeavour to eſtabliſh in 
the way of reaſoning, they invariably them» 
ſelves refute, by their admiſhons, in point 
of fact. I ſhould therefore have conſidered 
it unworthy of, notice, if it had not con- 
tained the identical papers and various cor- 
reſpondence” upon which the aſſembly 
founded this vote ; in conſequence of which 
I am tempted to ſhew, how very oppoſite 
even the evidence ſelected, and laid ex parte 
before them for that purpoſe, is to the con- 
cluſions which they have drawn from it. 

What the aſſembly and this pamphlet ſtyle 


the Preſident's various and well-concerted - 


plans,” appears from it, as in the preceding 
letter, to be comprized in, 
I. A 


„ * 
. TE ae a re a 096 — 


| „ 
I. A ſeeming intention to attack the rebel- 
camp on the 6th of March; e on 
the jth and 8th. 
II. A ſimilar attempt to retake Pilot- bil 
III. Another to ſtation a detachment at 
Michel's; and, 
IV. His famous order to attack the rebels 
on Morne-Vauclain, on the 8th of 
April. | 
I. Now, with regard to the firſt of theſe, 
the editors of this pamphlet admit the follow- 
ing facts (p. 16): © That every thinking man 
ein the colony, whether by profeſſion a ſol- 
& dier or not, were of opinion, there ſhould 
„be no delay in making an attack upon 
* the inſurgents at their camp, and that 
this attack ſhould be made with as con- 
« fiderable a force as could poſſibly be 
* ſpared fer fo very important a ſervice.” 
— That the inſurrection began about mid- 
night of the 2d of March, and that we 
had intelligence of it at St. George's by 
eleven o'clock next morning, the 3d—That 
ſoon after noon, the Lieutenant-governor's 
letter was received, informing us that no 


French had landed, and that the free people 
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of colour only, had riſen againſt the whites; 
and that ſoon after we had intelligence, the 
Lieutenant-governor was himſelf made pri- 
ſoner, and that thereupon the Preſident aſ- 
ſumed the command That it was not until 
the next day, the 4th, and then, to uſe 
their own words, juſt “ before the board 
roſe on that day, that the Preſident and his 
council deliberated upon the means of at- 
tacking the camp at Belvidere.“ And that 
his plan was not fixed, or completely con- 
certed, until the day after, viz. the 5th, they 
prove, by the date of the Preſident's letters to 
Colonel Horsford and Major Stewart; to - 
whom, conſidering the important part theſe 
' gentlemen were intended to have played in 
this well-concerted tragedy, it will be ad- 
| mitted, too early information of it could 
ſcarcely have been given. The contents of 
the ſame letters prove, it was intended to 
have taken place, if at all, on the day after 
that again, the 6th. —Now, Sir, if my bro- 
ther had commanded at St. George's, and 
gone to ſleep on the night of the 3d of 
March, before every ſoul that could poſſibly 
have been ſpared had ſet out on the way 
| to 
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to attack the rebels at their camp; or, indeed, 
if he had not gone himſelf at their head; I 
ſhould have admitted that he deſerved to 
have been ſhot on the public parade the next 

morning. | 
With reſpect to the force diſpatched after 
all this delay, they admit that from St. 
George's (where only there was a man in 
the colony to ſpare) the detachment con- 
ſiſted of 94 militia and 40 ſoldiers only. 
They prove by Colonel Horsford's and 
Major Stewart's anſwers to the Preſident's 
letters of the 5th, that the force of their two 
corps united conſiſted of only 80 effective 
Privates, and that they had muſkets for no 
more than two-thirds of theſe, or about 50 
men, The force, therefore, divided into 
three parties, viz, one of 134, and two of 
25 men each, deſtined to have attacked the 
rebels at their camp, in three different di- 
rections, on the 6th of March, conſiſted in 
all of only 184 men, and out of that num- 
ber even, no more than 40 regular troops, 
or men who had ever ſeen actual ſervice. 
The enemy, too, they were thus to have at- 
tacked, from ſuch criminal or unaccount- 


able 


\.'s 
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able delay, having had time to aſſemble, 

without the leaſt oppoſition, from all parts of 
the iſland (the town itſelf even not excepted), 
and to collect their own negroes, and ſuch 
of ours as they could induce to accompany 
them, including the effective men of the 
latter deſcription, muſt at that time have 
amounted to the number of at leaſt 1000 
able men. By the ſame conduct, they had 
been alſo permitted to collect all the arms, 
powder, and ammunition in the quarters 
of Gouyave and Grand-pauvre, to the 
number, with thoſe they poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves before, of at leaſt 250 muſkets and 
fuſees, and an immenſe number of cutlaſſes; 
and to haul two cannon from Gouyave to 
their poſt, ſituated in the midſt of woods, 
precipices, rivulets, and mountains, where 
any communication or co-operation was im- 
poſlible. 

In regard to the force then in St. George s, 
it was conſiſtent with the well - concerted 
plan of this apology to furniſh us with no 
return or account whatever: yet, page 34, 
it hath eſcaped them, that General Lindſay, 
nine days afterwards, carried out with him 

400 men, 
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4 men, excluſive of the ſmall reinforce- 
ment we then received, by the Beaulieu fri- 
gate, and the armed negroes. Theſe 400 
men, therefore, were out of preciſely the 
ſame regulars and militia, who were under 
the command of his honour at this time. 
But, it appears then, of their own ſhewing 
in this the Preſident's apology, that an in- 
tended attack, in which © every thinking 
man in the colony was of opinion there 
ſhould be no delay, was nevertheleſs de- 
layed from the night of the zd to the morn- 
ing of the 6th—and that, though each 
man was alſo of opinion, * this attack ſhould 
be made with as . conſiderable a force as 
— be ſpared for ſo very important a ſer- 
vice,” 134 men only were ſent out upon it 
from St. George's (where alone there was a 
force to ſpare), inſtead of 400, which there 
might have been. Yet this is what the Pre- 
ſident and the aſſembly ſtyle a well-concerted 
plan, and affirm: to have failed from diſ- 
obedience of orders! Ho unfortunate it 
was, ſince the Preſident himſelf would not, 
that not one of all theſe gentlemen, either, 
accompanied it! Doubtleſs this well-con- 
4 certed 
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certed plan would, in that caſe, have been 
no leſs well, and punQually, executed ! 

They admit, that Captain Gurdon and his 
party, after landing at Championnet's Bay, 
were forced to march by a long circuitous and 
mountainous route, on account of cannon 
hauled from the battery at Gouyave, and 
placed ſo as to command a defile on his way; 
and that his party and he arrived of courſe 
very much fatigued there, and were, fortu - 
nately, permitted to occupy it, without op- 
poſition — That, the town abounding in wine 
and other liquors, ſeveral of his wearied 
men indulged themſelves too freely, and got 
intoxicated; and, in ſhort, that ſome hours 
before day- break, a large detachment of the 
rebels, in place of being ſo polite as to wait 
a little longer at Julien Fedon's for the 
Preſident's well concerted attack, in three di- 
viſions, from three different quarters, de- 
ſcended and attacked his main diviſion 
at Gouyave. Upon which occaſion, they 
give full credit for Captain Gurdon's good 
conduct and gallantry ; after which, his feeble 
detachment, weakened by ſeveral killed and 

wounded, and others intoxicated, was not 
mT ſuch 
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ſach as to afford to leave a party for the 
neceſſary protection of theſe, and afterwards 
proceed on to Fedon's. But though they 
acquit Captain Gurdon on this occaſion, they 
have not been ſc complaiſant to Colonel 
Horsford and Major Stewart. Theſe gen- 
tlemen having, with all the officers of their 
corps, been unanimouſly of opinion, that 
no detachment could be ſpared of the few 
armed men at Grenville, from the neceſſary 
defence of the quarter; and that, to open 
any communication or effect any co-ope- 
ration with Captain Gurdon, eſpecially 
within the time the Prefident had limited, 
was impoffible, and having acted accord- 
ingly, are, by this pamphlet, as well as by 

the Preſident in his letter of the 6th of 
March, pointedly accufed of difobedience to 
his orders; but with what truth or juſtice, 
ſufficiently appears from my note on this 
letter in the . 777 to which I t leave 
to refer. 
They ſtate, that, on the 6th, a detach- 
ment of ſeamen and marines from the Que- 
bec was fent to reinforce Captain e - 


* Vide Appendix, No. I. page 4. 
| but 
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but prudently conceal the number: for, 
ſurely, from the crew of a frigate of 36 
guns, a greater force might have been APES 
than barely 25 men. 5 
They inſert the Preſident's letter of the 
6th March to Colonel Horsford and Major 
Stewart; by which they prove, that he per- 
emptorily ordered theſe gentlemen to pro- 
ceed immediately, without waiting for arms, 
and therefore, to the number of ane-third, 
unarmed — That he had, at the ſame time, 
truſted the arms intended for them, to the 
uncertainty of winds, the currents, and 
chance of capture; and ordered them to carry 
truſty armed negraes with them, without 
giving time to collect them; and in the per- 
fect knowledge, that, till the arms arrived, 
they could have none to give tfem#*. Ne- 
vertheleſs, his orders to theſe gentlemen at 
this time are, to march in this naked ſtate 
direct for Fedon's camp, and attack af their 
peril ; while the orders of the Preſident and 
Council to Captain Gurdon, as appears by 
his letter afterwards to the Preſident himſelf, 
were diſcretionary f. In the mean time, the 
* Vide Appendix, No. I. pages 3 and 4. 
+ Vide Appendix, No. I. 
5 | town 
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town of Grenville is to be left without one 
effective man in it, and without arms even 
forthe invalids !!! Hence followed the aban- 
donment of Grenville town and harbour, the 
continuance of the rebellion, and the de- 
ſtruction of Grenada. 

They then proceed, page 20, to ſtate, that 
theſe gentlemen, with their corps, did 
march from Grenville, but took the route 
© of the ſea-coaft by Sauteur, and got into 
« Gouyave on the evening of the 7th:” 
(which by the way is not the fact, for they 
joined Captain Gurdon there at four o'clock 
in the morning of the 7th.) © That by 
taking this route, the then military as Þ 
* well as civil commander in cbief's poſitive Þ 
orders were certainly difobeyed, an ex- 
© tremely well-concerted plan of attacking 
c the camp of the inſurgents from two dit- 
_ & ferent quarters, or in two different direc- 
tions, at nearly the ſame time, that their 
attention might be diſtracted, was ren- 
« dered abortive,” &c, &c. Their firſt plan 
of attack was in three directions, viz. from 


the quarters of Gouyave, Greaville, and 8. 3 


Patrick's. 2 
But mark the inconſiſtency of this apo- Þ 
7 log) 


„„ 

apology for the Preſident; when, in the very 
next page, they admit, That it was per- 
« haps a fortunate circumſtance that Colonel 
« Horsford and Major Stewart ated as they 
% did; and that ſo ſmall a body of men” 
(meaning the two corps united, which the 
Preſident had before ordered to attack ſepa- 
rately from two different quarters) © could 
hardly have made much impreſſion on the 
„ whole force of the enemy, which they 
would have had to engage, and that we 
a might have loſt the flower of both regi- 
« ments.” But I would aſk, then, the edi- 
tors of this apology, How this act of diſ- 
obedience, upon the part of Colonel Hors- 
ford and Major Stewart, admitting it for a 
moment to have been ſo, rendered abortive 
the extremely well-concerted plan of attack- 
ing the inſurgents, by two diviſions, &c.? 
as ſtated by them in only the preceding page. 
Yet, this is the only inſtance of diſobedience 
to his orders, or rather of accuſation againſt 
any officer for ſuch, to be found throughout 
this apology, One muſt therefore ſuppoſe 
it the ſole ground upon which the Aſſembly 
founded their vote, and the editors of this he. 
*L 3 terogeneous 
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terogeneous compilation their ſimilar afſer. 
tions, here, nevertheleſs, expreſsly thus con- 
tradicted by their own. admiſſions ! __ 
They admit, page 22, ſpeaking of Captain 
Gurdon's party on the morning of the 7th, 
after it had been joined by theſe two corps 
from Grenville, and by the few ſeamen and 
marines of the Quebec, That both ſoldiers 
* and. ſeamen had indulged themſelves ſo 
freely with the good cheer they found at 
&« Gouyave, that it was judged adviſable to 
6 © poſtpone the operations for a day; (that 
was from the 7th to the 8th) © and that they 
« were marched up to a neighbouring eſtate 
8 (Revolution-hall), where they might not 
have the ſame temptations, and the ſame 
means, or the ſame opportunity, to in- 
« dulge themſelves, and be nearer the in- 
« tended ſcene of action. 

I have ſhewn, that the Preſident” 8 orders of 
the 5th to Meſſrs. Horsford and Ste wart were 
not diſobeyed; and with regard to thoſe con- 
tained in his letter of the 6th, ſuch a charge 
can be referred to the manner only of carry- 
ing them into execution; namely, that of 
the circuitous direction, along the ſettled 

3 country, 


* 
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country, by which they expected to effect a 


junction with Captain Gurdon, in time ta 


proceed with him from thence to the attack 
intended for the morning of the 7th; in 
place of marching direct up the mountains, 
and through the woods, to Fedon's camp, 
and there commencing ſuch attack by them- 
ſelves. This they actually effected; and 
here it is again clearly ſhewn, that if they 
had literally obeyed the Preſident's orders, 
and even reached the rebel camp without 
oppoſition, they muſt have been as com- 
pletely diſappointed of any co-operation or 
aſſiſtance, upon the ſide of Gouyave, on the 
morning of the 7th, as they would have 
been on the preceding morning the 6th, if 
there had been a force to ſpare from the ne- 
ceſſary defence of the quarters, and they had 
proceeded on, for that purpoſe, on the night 
of the 5th.— Whether, therefore, theſe gen- 


tlemen, in one, or both, of theſe inſtances, 
diſobeyed the Preſident's orders, in as far as 


reſpects the charge founded upon them 


(namely, that of having thereby occaſioned 
the failure of what is ſtyled his extremely 


well-concerted plans), is of no conſequence; 


1, *L 4 ſince 
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ſince it appears incontrovertibly, that, con- 
ſidering the ſtrength and preparation in 
which the rebels are deſcribed, in the very 
next paragraph of this pamphlet, to have 
been at that time, not a man of them could 
have eſcaped! The only conſequence, there- 
fore, that followed their diſobedience to his 
orders, admitting it for a moment to have 
been ſo, was twice over having thereby 
ſaved themſelves and their corps from de- 
ſtruction. To prove which take their own 
| ſtatement. | 

* On Sunday, the 8th of March, Captain 
“ Gurdon put his collected forces into mo- 
tion, and ſet out on his line of march for 
&© the rebel camp, in order to attack it; but, 
* on a near approach, he was of opinion 
that he ſhould not be able to carry it, the 
0 ſmall force, comparatively ſpeaking, which 
he had brought from Revolution- hall 
* being likely to be overpowered by far ſu- 
« perior numbers, who had alſo a couple of 
% fix-pounders, with which they might gall 
our brave little army, as they aſcended 
[the mountains: ſeeing this ſituation of 


* things, Captain Gurdon at once dropped 
| « all 
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« all idea of making the projected a 
and retreated. 

The inſurgents had the audacity to de- 
« ſcend from their heights, and to make a 
« ſhew of haraſſing our rear, but at the 
« {ame time took care not to provoke a fire 
© from our forces, among whom, or the 
*« militia at leaſt, upon their return to 
„ Gouyave, I am ſorry to ſay, a great 
« ſpirit of diſcord prevailed. In conſe- 
« quence of which diſcordant ſpirit, it was 
thought adviſable, by Captains Gurdon and 
Park, to embark both regulars and militia 
for St. George's, where they arrived late 
at night on the 8th of March.” 

Captain Gurdon's brave little army con- 
ſiſted, at this time, not only of the whole 
force deſtined by the Preſident to have at- 
tacked the rebel camp, in three diviſions, by 
three different quarters or directions, in the 
morning of the 6th ; but alſo, of the rein- 
forcement of the ſeamen and marines of the 
Quebec, for his other projected attack, in 
two diviſions, and from two different quar- 
ters, on the morning of the 7th.— Vet it is 
here admitted, the whole was but a ſmall 

force, 


Ca ) 

force, comparatively ſpeaking, with that to 
which the inſurgents had by that time accu- 
mulated, and therefore likely to have been 
overpowered by their far ſuperior numbers. 
Befides which, it is alſo admitted, that they 
had two cannon, ſix-pounders, to gall our 
brave little army with, as they aſcended the 
mountains, and to which it had none to op- 
poſe. But what then muſt have become of 
Colonel Horsford and Major Stewart, if, ac- 
cording to the firſt part of this plan, they 
had -proceeded ſeparately in the direction 
of Grenville and St. Patrick's, to Fedon's 
camp, and attacked in two diviſions, on 
the morning of the 6th? or, if they had 
_ proceeded direct, with their two corps 
united, viz. about 50 armed men, and from 
20 to 30 unarmed, and attacked the rebels 
on the morning of the 7th ? As ſoon as per- 
ceived by the rebels, muſt they not have 
been inſtantly ſurrounded in the woods, 
and to a man cut off? But what then can 
be more unfounded than the vote of the Al- 
ſembly, what more diſgraceful to themſelves ? 
Except indeed, that not one of them either 
ſet out with Captain Gurdon's detachment, 

OY 


6 ? 
or joined it during all the three days it was 
out; though forced © to poſtpone his ope- 
* rations from day to day, on account of 
* both ſoldiers and ſeamen getting drunk, 
1% or indulging . themſelves too freely, as 
it is termed here, with the good cheer 
« they found at Gouyave,” which Cap- 
tain; Gurdon ſtates in his letter he was 
unable to prevent, from the few offi- 
« cers that were with him!!!” Hence too 
that mutinous ſpirit among the militia-upon 
his return to Gouyave. They have taken 
care, however, to make no mention of 
either the cauſe of this diſcordant ſpirit 
among the militia, or of Captain Gur- 
don's having diſpatched a veſſel expreſs to 
town for a reinforcement, and two how- 
itzers, the inſtant he arrived at Gouyave. 
The reaſons for which are evident: for, 
by ſtating the firſt of theſe, they would 
themſelves have ſhewn one gonſequence 
of ſuffering, from the beginning, ſo many 
notoriouſly diſaffected perſons, both white 
and coloured, to remain at large in St. 
George's: and by the ſecond, that Cap- 


tain 
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tain Gurdon, at leaſt, was ſenſible there 
was in town a reinforcement to ſpare; 
which, as far as his opinzon went, would 
have afforded a further proof, that the force 
ſent out with him was not © what every 
* thmking man in the colony was of opinion 
© it ought to have been,” viz. * as great a 
one as could poſſibly have been ſpared for 
4 ſo very important a ſervice,” . 
Upon the whole, inſtead of juſtifying 
either the vote of the Aſſembly, or the con- 
duct of the Colonial Government, during 
the important period between the commence- 
ment of the inſurrection in the night of the 
2d of March and the evening of the 8th, the 
editors of this pamphlet have themſelves 
clearly ſhewn, that the failure of what they 
term his various and well-concerted plans, 
was owing, 
To the Government's delaying to take any 
meaſures whatever to act offenſively, 
from ſoon after noon of the third, about 
which time it received, by the Lieutenant- 
governor's letter, and other channels, the 


moſt latifaQory information, that no 
&« French 


Can y -- 
A * Foe had landed, but that the free 
people of ee only had riſen againſt 
5 pr whites,” until Captain Gurdon's de- 
tachment left St. George's on the 5th ; by 
which the opportunity for quelling the 
inſurrection with a ſmall force was loſt. 

To omitting, duriog all that period, to arreſt 
a ſingle diſaffected perſon, in either town 
or country ; and to ſuffering the friends 

of the inſurgents, of every deſcription, to 
proceed to join them from every quarter, 
even from Point Saline, and the towa it- 
ſelf; and to collect ſmall arms, and even N 
drag our own cannon from the battery at 
Gouyave, without oppoſition. 

To the weakneſs, in point of number, of the 
detachment at laſt ſent out under Captain 
Gurdon, and the want of field-pieces, and 
howitzers, then become abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary; and even of that number, to the 

few regular troops there were in it, and to 
the abſence of the Members of Council 

and Aſſembly, and of the ſtaff and field 

officers, every man of whom, except 

Colonel Horsford and Major Stewart, who 

accompanied the Grenville and St. Pa- 
trick's 


„ 
> trick's people, remained, during the whole 
period Captain Gurdon was out, with che 
Preſident himſelf at St. Georges. 
To ordering co-operation from the two moſt 
diſtant quarters of the iſland; where, in- 
ſtead of having a man to ſpare for ſuch 
: ſervice, they rather then required a ſmall 
reinforcement of men, as well as of arms 
and ammunition, for their own defence. 
T o the conſtruction of his plan, that 
of attacking by ſmall diviſions, from 
oppoſite points, through woods and 
over mountains and precipices, where 
communication or co-operation was im- 
poſſible, and where every ſtep, after enter- 
ing the woods, from the quarters of Gren- 
ville and St. Patrick, a ſtrong party, even, 
was liable to be ſurpriſed and cut off, by 
the moſt inſignificant banditti: as evi- 
dently afterwards appeared in the caſes of 
the detachments under Majors Melleroy 
and Wright. 


II. I now proceed to the conſideration of 


their account of his attempt to retake Pilot- 
hill 
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hill and W But here permit me, in 
the firſt place, to obſerve, that any account 
of the conſequences which followed the Pre- 
fident's ordering away the effectives of the 
militia from Grenville, and leaving the fer 
invalid or elderly people that remained, 
without arms—namely, the abandonment of 
that quarter, town and harbour—is entirely 
omitted; Of all the events that took place 
during the Preſident's command, that has 
certainly been by far the moſt fatal to the 
colony ; yet the whole period between the 
evening of the 8th, that Captain Gurdon's 
detachment returned to St. George's, and the 
12th, that General Lindſay arrived, during 
which the ſhipping were hourly coming 
round from Grenville, and anchoring be- 
fore our eyes in the harbour, is as com- 
pletely paſſed over and unnoticed, as if it 
had been as much a period of ſleep and in- 
action with our enemies, as with us in St. 
George's. Nevertheleſs, this was the time 
to have ſuccoured Grenville. Before the 
ſhipping left it, one hundred men, who 
might, during all that period, have marched 
thither by land in five or ſix hours, would 

FE, ſtill 
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fill have effectually ſecured that moſt im- 
portant object. The attempt to retake it was 
made on the 2d of April, three weeks after 
it had been completely abandoned by us. Of 
which take their own account. | 
The Preſident” (as if he had known no- 
thing of all this before) © finding the rebels 
* had taken poſſeſſion of Grenville town, 
and ſhipping, and were fortifying a ſummit 
* called Pilot-hill, which overlooks the har- 
* bour, he, without loſs of time, ſet on foot 
an extremely well- concerted expedition 
* 2gainſt them in that quarter. — After 
vrhich, by way of ſhewing, as they them- 
ſelves ſay, the great thought and pains the 
Preſident muſt have beſtowed upon concert- 
ing this expedition, they ſet forth his letter 
to Lieutenant-colonel Shaw, and orders 
ſued reſpecting it, on the 24th of March*— 
additional orders on the 25th—ditto on the 
26th—ditto on the 27th—ditto on the 28th 
—and at length the ſetting-out of this ex- 
pedition, as uſual, in two grand diviſions, by 
ſea and land, on the 29th, which is what 
theſe gentlemen call * ſetting on foot an ex- 
| * Vide Appendix, No. IV. | 


« tremely 
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4 out loſs of time then the ſafe arrival, 


in a few hours, 9 oppolition, of the 
diviſion by land, conſiſting of 50 men, at 


its place of deſtination the beating about 
cl the other, confiſting of 100 men, by fea, 

until the 1ſt of April, while the former re- 
priſes of the inſurgents, at Obſervatory— 
ſource frigate, and through the aſſiſtance of 
Captain Watkyns and his boats, after eſ- 
caping the perils of winds, ſurfs, and 
currents, effecting a landing at Levera, and 
junction on the ſame day, with the other 
grand diviſion, at Obſervatory—their march 


next day to Pilot-hill, and retreat back again. 
As far however as reſpects facts, the ſtate- 
ments are truly made, and nearly as in the 


preceding part of this letter. Captgin Gur- 
don's own letter too, dated at Obſervatory, 
3d April, accounting for his retreating, is 
inſerted; and after ſtating that his conduct 
in that reſpect had been much cenſured, they 
admit, that,“ as he conſulted Colonel Mac- 
1 donald, Major Stewart, and Major Ruſh 


„ 


e wellconcented nnn wich- 


. 


* « 
* 
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( 6. hos 
| er the mii (who were with him on 
this occaſion, and the latter of whom is in 
the Aſſembly), © it could not reaſonably be 
% ſuppoſed, either that gentlemen of their 
character would have concurred in opinion 
«with Captain Gurdon, or that Captain 
« Gurdon himſelf would have entertained. 
* any idea of retreating, had it not appeared 
*to his and their eyes an act of raſhneſs to 
« affail Pilot-hill, ſecured as it was by rebels 
« evidently prepared to receive them, and 
«© ſurrounded, as they were, by multitudes 
* of armed inſurgents on the heights.” —All 
which is a ſufficiently complete admiſſion, 
that this extremely well- concerted expe- 
dition did not fail from diſobedience of or- 
ders. Indeed by this time Pilot-hill was not 
to be taken without artillery; or ſuffering 
à far greater loſs, by ſtorming it at the 
point of the bayonet, than could have 
been ſpared from a party of 150 men. Be- 
fides, after five days ridiculous delay ſpent 
in concerting it, and iſſuing orders, before 
it proceeded; and three days afterwards 
beating about the iſland at ſea and at Obſer- 


Ip I? et time its object was 
| known 


py 
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known to every man, friend or foe, in the 
iſland, what ſucceſs could then be n 
from *** 7 | 


III. I come now to the Preſident's plan 
of ſtationing a detachment at Michel's, after 
the arrival of the reinforcement from En- 
gland on the 1ſt of April, of which I ſhall 

alſo give their own account verbatim. 
« About ten o'clock of the 4th, it | 
(meaning Major Melleroy's 3 
% marched from St. George's, to take poſt 
on a height called Michel's, near to Grand- 
« Etang.” (By the way, Michel's is as far on 
the other ſide of Grand-Etang, as Ache's is 
from it, on the ſide of town.) But when 
* they got to Madame Ache's, they were 
« attacked by a party of inſurgents, who 
killed a ſerjeant, and wounded an offi - 
cer and four privates. His honour the 
% Preſident, on hearing the firing, rode out 
* with Lieutenant-colonel Duncan Camps» 
© bell, Captain Rogers, the Judge-advocate, 
« * Beet (one of the authors of this Apo- 
*M 2 logy), 


| 
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© logy), * and ſeveral other gentlemeh. They 
had no idea that ſo ſtrong a detachment 
% would have met with any reſiſtance on 
the part of the inſurgents, and found in- 
e deed, when they came to the ſpot, the at- 
% tack had been a very looſe and irregular 
“ one, which from the nature of it antioyed 
them a good deal, without their having it 
* in their power to return, with any degree 
, effet, the fire they received. The 
&* raſcals had not courage to come out of 
«* their ambuſcad: and face our troops fairly ; 
but at the ſame time watched their oppor- 
* /unity of doing all the miſchief they could. 
ti Part of the detachment had advanced to a 
** poſt a little beyond Madame Ache's ; and 
as Major Melleroy was going from one 
25 part to the other alone, two villains, a 
* negro and a mulatto, ſprang out of the 
& thicket, ſeized him, wounded him, and 
« were very near pulling him off his horſe : 
but by great preſence of mind and exer- 
« tion he at laſt eſcaped from their ruffian 
hands. His honour the Preſident, finding 
that the rebels at Belvidere and La Bay 
" * nd d kept up a conſtant intercourſe, and that 
. 66 by 
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by means of ſuch intercourſe their camp 
* at Belvidere got a number of ſupplies, was 
« yery deſirous to eſtabliſh a poſt at Michel's, 
* which is between the two places, for the 
% purpoſe of cutting off that communica» 
« tion. To effect this, the detachment undex 
„Major Melleroy was ſent out: but, I am 
_ * ſorry to ſay, that very deſirable object of 
the Preſident's wiſhes was never accoms 
« pliſhed ; and why it was not will beſt ap- 
* pear from a number of letters, or extracts 
* of letters, which I ſhall now proceed ta 
lay before my readers. 

By theſe very letters, and by this their 
own account of the ſkirmiſh, that took place 
within three miles from town, and in, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, the cleared and ſettled 
country, the preceding part of my letter 
reſpeCting this detachment is fully proved, 
Yet it is but proper for me to obſerve, that 
Major Melleroy's letter of the 6th, and Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Eſte's, of the 7th, $th. and 
gth of April, are entirely ſuppreſſed in this 
pamphlet: becauſe, from theſe would have 
appeared, 1ſt, the difficulty of keeping open 
the communication, even between the town 


*M 3 1 


06%). 
and Madame Aché's, much leſs between 
Aché's and Michel's; and, 2dly, the 
_ Folly and invutility of ſtationing any detach- 
ment at Michel's at all, for the purpoſe of 
cutting off ſupplies in their way from Gren- 
ville to Belvidere, as here mentioned; Lieute- 
nant-colonel Efte, in his letter of the gth, 
expreſsly ſtating, that, after conſulting the 
beſt guides, he had been informed the rebels 

had no fewer than four roads, or ways, of 
- communication from Grenville, to their 
camp at Belvidere, other than by Michel's; 
and which he names to the Preſident, viz. 
one by Madame Peſchier's, another by Ma- 
dame Renaud's, a third by the canal of Me- 
rebeau, and a fourth by Paraclete. To 
which he might have added, with equal 
truth, that Michel's does not lie upon any 
road between Grenville and Belvidere what- 
ever, and that therefore a detachment ſta- 
tioned there could have interrupted in no 
ſhape or manner their communication be- 
tween theſe two places. That the Preſident 
and thoſe about him ſhould have been igno- 
rant of ſuch material facts, and adopted a 
meaſure of ſuch magnitude for ſo uſeleſs: 
"Os | purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, withoutinformation, which he might 
have ſo eaſily acquired, affords the moſt in- 
controvertible proof of the little intereſt the 
colonial government then took in the fate gf 
Grenada, and of itſelf merits greater puniſh- 

ment than merely eenſure. But, beſides all this, 
Lieutenant-colonel Eſte, in his letter of the 
| 9th, further informed the Preſident, that, 
after making the moſt minute enquiries, 
hat roads (meaning what roads of com- 
munication with their main camps at Morne- 
Vauchlain and Belvidere) * the infurgents 
* had to interrupt him in his route from Ma- 
dame Aché's to Michel's, he was informed 

„they had two; one about 200 yards from 
„Grand- Etang, and the other at the heights 
above the river Soulier, where they might 
ie in numbers impoſſible to be diſcovered 
or annoyed ; which circumſtance, in his 
opinion, rendered any movement with 
* a detachment ſimilar to the one he 
das entruſted with, the height of impru- 
dence. ! | 
Another eden no leſs nan was, 
that there were no ſupplies for them at La 
Bay: and therefore they could receive none 
N ant from thence until they ſniould arrive there 
*M F from 
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was, to have ſtormed their main poſt at Vau- 
clain with all our collected force, inſtead. of 
giving time for any chance of that. fort. 
After all, when the ſupplies did arrive to 
them, it was to Marquis, not to La Bay. | 
What meaſure then, at ſo critical a moment, 
could have been more ruinous than this? 
when our whole force was indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to have inſured the ſucceſs of our at- 
-tack on Morne-Vauclain; upon which al 
_— depended. | 
The ſame obſervations are in a 2 * 
gree applicable to the route, and object, of 
the detachment ſent on the ſame day from 
Mount St. John, under Major Wright, to 
ſtrengthen the detachment under Captain 
Gurdon at Obſervatory. For though, on the 
ſuppoſition the reinforcement juſt then ar- 
rived, together with the forces before in the 
colony, were not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the 
rebellion, the immediate poſſeſſion of Pilot- 
bill and Grenville became an object of im- 
portance, to prevent them from getting in 
ſupplies by chat port: yet, on the oppoſite 
ſuppoſition, namely, that our force was then 
adequate to Wy ſuppreſſing the rebellion 
(and 


(and certainly not a man then in the ii 
doubted it); if Major Wright had ſuc 
in taking Pilot-hill and Grenville, ſtill ſuch 
ſucceſs could not have contributed, in the 
moſt remote degree, to the great object, that 
of forcing their ſtrong poſt upon Morne- 
. Vauclain, and recovering the cannon which 
the delays in the firſt days of the rebellion, 
and the abandoning of Grenville, had ſuf- 
fered them to haul up there; which had 
hitherto rendered them formidable. On 
the contrary, the taking that poſt muſt 
have added to, inſtead of diminiſhing, their 
force at Morne-Vauclain ; for though a good 
many of them might 8 been killed in the 
defence of it, a number alſo muſt have 
eſcaped, and to that extent, and of che | 
muſkets they carried with them, operated 
as a reinforcement to their main poſts, But 
indeed it is a fact, which I defy the authors 
of this pamphlet, or any friend of the colo- 
nial government, to controvert, that at this 
time, namely on the 2d of April, we had 
a force in Grenada quite ſufficient to have 

_ wholly, and in'a very few days, quelled | 
| ou rebellion; and that — but diſ- 


perſing 


comprehended in the vote of the aſſembly, 
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perfiog that force, in this manner, could have 
prevented it. In that view, we had nothing 
to do with occupying poſts ; the great and 


ſole object ſhould have been accompliſhed in 


the night of the 29, or at day-break on the 
zd of April. That was the time, to uſe 
their own words, © to have ftruck at the 
heart of the rebellion :* for which purpoſe, 
all the veteran troops, and flower of the mi- 


litia, and ſeamen, ſhould have been collected 


at Mount St. John, and ready to act, the 


moment the reinforcement arrived; of which 
the Preſident had early enough information. 
In this caſe it is perfectly evident, from 
the reaſoning of theſe gentlemer: them- 
"ſelves, on the fatal affair of the 8th, that we 


could not have failed, and that, ſuch a blow ww 


once ſtruck, the poſt at Grenville muſt have 
fallen of courſe; and then indeed, to uſe 
their own language, © the motley multitude 
& or heterogeneous convention of infernals 
would have been eaſily routed and de- 
* ſtroyed.” At all events, it is ſufficiently 
dear, if the Preſident's attempt to ſtation 


s detachment at Michel's is meant to be 


i 
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. kw s proved by this Apology,” that its 
failure was not owing to diſobedience of 


orders, or to the want of punRQuality in the 
execution of them. 


IV. I have now given their owt! ſtate- 
ment and evidence of all the Preſident's va- 
rious and well-concerted plans, unleſs his 
fatal order for attacking the rebels at Morne- 
Vauclain, on the 8th of April, is compre» 
hended in the vote of the Aſſembly, and to 
be conſidered as one of them alſo. But, 
would to God that had been really the'caſe! 
How many of the victims of that fatal day, 
how many of thoſe who have fince met a 
ſimilar untimely fate, might have been yet 
alive! How many of the inhabitants and 


connections of Grenada might have been 
preſerved from utter ruin! if Lieutenant- 


colonel Campbell had happily diſobeyed the 
Preſident's orders of that day. 
The authors of this pamphlet introduce 


their account of, and apology for it (p. 87), 


by inſerting a ſhort letter from Lieutenant- 
os 1, Colonel 
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colonel Campbell to Mr, Preſident, dated 6th 
April, requeſting an interview and convetſa- 
tion with him, reſpecting the urgency of ſend- 
ing ſome immediate aſſiſtance to Major Wright 
at Obſervatory®; in conſequence of which 
his honour embarked for Gouyave the next 
day. But if a great part of this pamphlet 
did not conſiſt of his honour's own letters, 
and if it did not thereby even ſhew upon the 
face of it, that he is himſelf one of the au- 
thors of it; and if it were not a known fact, 
that he himſelf examined and approved every 
proof ſheet of it, before it was publiſhed; 
what follows, muſt haye been rather taken as 
an ironical account of his own blunders, and 
of that weak and dilatory canduQt by which 
he ruined the colony of Grenada. 
_ - * Indeed (ſay they), had he not received 

6c this letter, it ſeemed to have been 
his determination to pay A viſit to our 
camp before Belvidere in the courſe of a 
« few days, for the purpoſe of having ſome 
conference with Colonel Campbell on the 

„ expediency, or rather the neceſſity, of 
« ſtriking an immediate blow at the heart, 
© as It were, of this rebellion.” Pore 
* Vide 2 No. IV. 
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n at this time Lieutenant- colonel 
Campbell and the reinforcement had been 
five days arrived; and though every moment 
was then ſo precious, that ſcarce one indeed 
elapſed in which ſome gentleman's property 
was not deſtroyed; and though the Preſident 
was, during all this time, within two or 
three hours reach of Colonel Campbell; yet- 
here, we find him allowing not only five 
complete days to elapſe, but that, if he had 
not received this letter, it would have been 
a few days more, before he had choſen to 
take the trouble to go as far as Gouyave, or 
Mount St. John, to conſult with the com- 
manding officer, as to the beſt means of coun- 
teracting the miſchief already produced. 

But to proceed with their apology for or- 
dering this attack—® Its hydra-head had 
been reared upwards of a month, and not 
« only ſeemed to have ſpread a ſort of terror 
e among the poor deluded and diſmayed ne- 
« groes in every quarter of the iſland, but 
* really to have cauſed, or in fact cauſing, no 
* ſmall degree of conſternation and aſtoniſh- 
ment in the white inhabitants.” 5. 
l wollld aſk theſe gentlemen, What nurſed, 

4.4 „ 
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what fed, what reared, its hydra- head, if 
to the poor deluded negroes, theſe gentle- 
men well knew 19 out of 20 of them had 
by this time become rebels themſelves, and 
were frequently giving us pretty ſtrong 
proofs, that their well concerted plans ſtruck 
them with neither terror nor diſmay ;— 
though well calculated, it muſt be allowed, 
to produce ſome degree of conſternation, 
and ae in the . ern | 
whites. 
It was high time to be the pr vigo- 
« rous and moſt active meaſures for ſtopping 
< the progreſs of ſo widely ſpreading an in- 
< teſtine revolt. | 
It was time, high time; but why do not 
theſe gentlemen inform us, why theſe yigo- 
. Tous and active meaſures were not taken 
before? The revolt was not now ſpreading, 
it had already ſpread, as far as the ſea would 
«A variety of the Ca 
| L ſures had been fruſtrated 5 — 
4 of orders.” 
Without daring, | in an 3. open, lr 
5 manner, 


En 
manner, to accuſe any one of his Majeſty's 
officers whatever of diſobedience of orders, 
or the leaſt negle& of duty, or producing, 
throughout their review, one ſolitary inſtance 
to that effect, except in the caſe of the two 
officers of militia, Colonel Horsford and 
Major Stewart at Grenville, already diſ- 
culled ; here we have them, fotis verbis, all 
involved in the ſame general unfounded ca- 
lumny, beſtowed upon them, in an evil 
hour for Grenada, by the Aſſembly, 
Two fine regiments were juſt arrived, 

« conſiſting principally of fine looking 
_ « young men, who from their florid aſpects, 
and every other external appearance, were 
T * thought by all who ſaw them to be in the 
« higheſt ſtate of vigorous health.” _ 
Theſe florid youths, however, had now 
bank arrived five days, during which, between 
5 and 600 of them had been ſent to AchE's 
and Obſervatory, and, out of that number, 
between 30 and 40 of them already totheig 
long homes, and the muſkets and pouches 
of many of theſe added to the arms of the 
rebels: and might it not, perhaps, have been 
as well, to have made this attack before theſe 
232 1 | were 
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were ſent away? or did they ſuppoſe their 


aſſiſtance - would _ have D vey to 

mar our ſucceſs? | - 
With great "PSF of mind- the Prefi. 
ec dent, if I know him, or kave formed a 
right judgment of him, poſſeſſes alſo great 
activity of diſpoſition, He is conſtantly 
upon the alert himſelf, and expects every 
* one elſe to be upon the alert alſo. He is 
_ « always for catching time by the forelock; 
< for ſeizing every opportunity that offers of 
© entering 5 27 buſineſs, either civiFor mi- 


1 


Know chen thyſelf, enough for man to know. — 
2 then the Preſident will leave his 
actione, or other people, to tell the world 


all this. 
A glorious one then preſented ſelf, he 


* conceived, of cruſhing the rebellion, by 
« taking or deſtroying the heads of it, ina 
< reſolute attack upon the grand _ of _ 
* inſurgents.” _ | 
But, for God's ſake, penthtncy; what con- 
ſtituted this glorious opportunity? Was it 
the arrival of the Delight, with arms, powder, 
and ammunition, for the inſurgents? Was 
S159 Es . 
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it the diminution of the force, by almoſt 
one half, he had there even only five days 
before? Was it the check the detachment 
had received at Ache's? Was it the loſs of 
14 men of Major Wright's detachment, with 
their muſkets and pouches ? Was it the in- 
ceſſant rains there during the two preceding 
days, and “ miry ſtate of the ground” there- 
by produced? Was it one or all theſe cir- 
cumſtances that at laſt produced this glori- 
ous opportunity ? 

10 Froops recently arrived in theſe cli- 
mates from Europe,” he alſo conceived, 
e ſhould be inſtantly put in action, and was 
* of opinion, that indolence and repoſe 
* would be as fatal to them as intemperance. 
+ Well perſuaded of all theſe points, the 
<« Preſident was impatient, I ſay, to have an 
interview with Colonel Campbell, who, 
© though a veteran officer, might want, he 
« apprehended, much colonial information, 
and might not ſee the prefling neceſſity 
there was for immediate vigour and ex- 
ce ertion.” | 

All the world will allow, it was time for 
the man in whoſe hands the fate of Grenada 
| EN and 
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and the lives of its inhabitants were placed, to 
have ſeen the commanding officer ofthe troops; 
high time to have given him every information 
in his power to collect: and ſince that was 
the Preſident's opinion, it is ſomewhat ſin- 
gular theſe gentlemen offer us no better apo- 
logy for his conduct in that reſpect, than 
the © ſeeming intention, if he had ot re- 
<* ceived Colonel Campbell's letter, of paying 
« a vilit to our camp before Belvidere in the 
<« courſe of a few days.” 

Beſides, it appears from the Preſident's 
own letter of 31ſt March, directing the 
commanding officer of the reinforcement to 
land it in three diviſions at Grenville, Gou- 
yave, and St. George's (for which pur- 
poſe he prematurely informed him that 
Grenville was in our poſſeſſion, and that 
the rebels kept on the heights), that the 
Preſident's plan had been fixed not only 
without conſulting this veteran officer, but 
before he ſaw Grenada. It appears alſo 
clearly to have been in purſuance of the 
ſame deſign, that, the day after the rein- 
forcement landed ar Gouyave, 309 of them 
were ordered down to St. George's: and 
ſince 
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ſince a diviſion could not be landed at La 
Bay, becau'e in the poſſeſſion of the rebels; 
by way of ſhewing that earneſt and ſteady 
determination of enforcing the execution of 
his orders, ſo much approved of by the Af- 
ſembly, he ordered it to march through the 
woods and over the mountains, at all ha- 
zards, to Obſervatory, It is therefore evi- 
dent theſe meaſures were adopted without 
2 Colonel Campbell, or any of the 
officers of his Majeſty's troops whatever, 
and that 1 8 were in no 8 reſponſible 
for them. 

It moreover appears clearly, from Lieute- 
nant-colonel Campbell's letter to the Preſi- 
dent, of the gth of April, from Lieut.-colonel 
Eſte's of the ſame date, and from Major 
Wright's to Colonel Campbell, that the com- 
manders of no one of theſe diviſions were 
ſo much as informed by the Preſident, even 
where the others were, or in what they 
were employed! The ſituation, however, 
of Major Wright's party, of which Colonel 
Campbell is informed by that officer himſelf, 
having occaſioned Lieutenant-colonel Camp- 


bell's requeſt to ſee the Preſident on the 6th ; 
| T2 he 
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he went up at laſt, on the gth, to Monnt 


St. John, where, beſides Lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell, and many experienced officers of 


inferior rank, there were alſo Lieutenant- 
colonels Hope and Dixon. After ſo much 


and dear- bought experience, one would have 


ſuppoſed the Preſident would have been con- 
vinced of the folly of acting from the impulſe 
of his own crude notions, and that his in- 


tention at laſt was ſeriouſly to conſult and 
act upon the opinions of theſe gentlemen : 
but it appears even from this apology, that 


nothing could have been further from his 
intentions. They themſelves ſtate, it was, 

To put the main body of our army in 
e motion, and to have the heights of Bel- 
« yidere aſſailed,” After which indeed they 


alſo mention, that it was to urge to Colo- 


e nel Campbell the expediency of ſtorming 
* the hill on which the inſurgents were 
e poſted, ſo convincingly, that the Colonel 
could not help admitting the propriety of 
« the meaſure, and to agree with him, that 
« as it was highly neceſſary to be attempted, 
« the ſooner the attempt was made the 
better it would certainly be.” —Urging is 

| | very 
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very diſtant from conſulting, and rather a 
ſtrong mode of adviſing; and it would 
ſeem too, from this inconſiſtent paragraph, 
that the Preſident, ſo far from taking 
the advice of any of the officers there, 
had convinced Lieutenant-colonel Campbell 
of all this againſt his will. It is obvious, 
| however, that Colonel Campbell might very 
well have admitted all this; and yet have 
been very far from agreeing that it was 
proper to carry it into execution, before the 
force ſcattered in different parts of the iſland, 
and neceſſary to inſure the ſucceſs of it, 
could be again collected; and the ſurface in 

a practicable ſtate to act upon. But ſay they, 
The very next morning therefore is de- 
* termined upon, for opening the importaut 
« ſcene, as the Preſident was anxious of being 
& upon the ſpot at the time the attack took 
* place,” . 

Here we are led to ſuppoſe, firſt, that the 
attack was in conſequence of the joint deter- 
mination of Colonel Campbell and the Pre- 
ſident; and ſecondly, that the Preſident 
was for once determined to take a ſhare 
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in the action. Yet, from every thing I 
have heard, and from gentlemen who 
were in the action, I believe it to be no 
leſs certain, that Colonel Campbell did not 
approve of the attack's being made that 
morning; than that the Prefident himſelf, 
fo far jrom being upin the ſþit at the time 
the action tk place, was aciually in the 
toten of Guuyave, five or fix miles from the 
ſcene of it, Indeed, about ten o'clock in 
the morning, after the action was over, the 
Preſident went up to the ſpot; at which time 
it has been ſince univerſally reported and 
underſtood in Grenada, nor did I ever hear 
it contradicted during a month I remained 
afterwards there, that Colonel Campbell 
accoſted him in theſe words: © I] am glad to 
* ſee you, Mr. Preſident. Your orders have 
* been obeyed, and (pointing to the dead 
e and dying) theſe are the conſequences !” 
or words to that effect. If, | there- 
fore, reports ſo injurious to the Preſident 
were not true; as they could not fail 
to come to his ears, he might eaſily have 


put a ſtop to them, by having them con- 
| | tradicted 
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tradicted under the hand of Colonel 


Campbell. 
I now come to their own ſtatement of the 


action (p. go). They inform us, © that 
Captain Watkyns, at the head of the ſea- 
men, marched from Gouyave about ten 
* o'clock at night, and reached the poſt at 
twelve; that they had a fatiguing march 
from the rains that had fallen and frequent 
„ ſhower in their way.” That the troops 
were rouſed to arms between three and 
four in the morning of the 8th of April; 
that they were divided into two columns, 
one commanded by Colonel Hope, and 
„the other by Captain Watkyns, and ad- 
vanced boldly by different roads. The miry 
fate of theſe reads it is impnſſible to de- 
* {cribe ; and, conſidering that circumſtance, 
as well as their being expoſed to the fire of 
the enemy, while aſcending the fleep and 
* almoſt inacceſſible height on which the ene- 
© my was poſted, the two columns advanced 
« with an intrepidity which is ſurpriſing. 
„There were two objects our loyal aſſail- 
« ants had in view: theſe two objects were, 
to get poſſeſſion of two guns, which the 
* infurgents had planted on the ridge. The 
*N 4 60 ſix- 
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e ſix · pounder was the object of the one; 
* the nine pounder, that which engaged the 
* attention of the other.” _ 
The fire kept up from this ſix pounder, 
and ſeveral vollies of ſmall arms, mowed 
* down our forces ſo faſt, that Colonel Hope 
& thought it expedient to retreat. I do 
not preſume to blame Colonel Hope 
« for retreating: perhaps even Alexander 
* himſelf would have retreated.” &c. 
Would not any one ſuppoſe, that in this 
their own deſcription there are reaſons 
enough, and theſe ſufficiently ſtrong and in. 
controveriibly ſtated, for the defeat we ſuf 
fered in this attack? We ſhall find preſently 
they mean no ſuch thing. ln the mean time, 
bcwever, they proceed to tell us, that the 
column headed by Captain Watkyns was 
more ſucceſsful; by ſtating, that © with 
* about 25 ſeamen he had got on the ridge, 
« beyondthenine-pounder, where they halted 
e until they could be ſtrengthened by more 
of the column coming up; before which a 
« ſhout was heard, which the ſeamen re- 
turned with three cheers, on ſuppoſition 
* it came from our friends, but which actu- 
| « ally 
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* ally proceeded from the rebels upon tha 
* retreat of the other column. In conſe- 
* quence of which this little party were im- 
* mediately diſcovered, and no fewer than 
14 out of the 25, in a very little time, fell 
« by grape from the nine pounder.“ 

But again, mark the inconſiſtency of this 
apology, Having ſtated reaſons ſufficient for 
the retreat of even Alexander himſelf, we are 
told (p. 96, that the failure of the expedition 
was owing, in the opinion of m.ny, to two 
cauſes: the late hour at which our move- 
ments began, and the want of previous diſ- 
poſition and arrangement. 

To whom, if it had been ſo, could 
we have a'tributed that want of diſpoſi- 
tion and arrangement? By whoſe man- 
ceuvres was this attack ſo long delayed? 
And for what purpoſe were we waiting until 
the rebels ſhould be ſupplied with arms and 
ammunition? While urging Colonel Camp» 
bell to attack that morning, did the Preſi- 
dent appriſe him of the rebels having got a 
ſupply of theſe articles? By whoſe orders, 
or by whoſe advice, was this attack at laſt 
proceeded upon, with. not one-half of the 

forces 
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forces we had then in the colony? What 
time did the Preſident allow Colonel Camp- 
bell for previouſly diſpoſing and arranging 
even that force? Is it not evident, from his 
. own letter of the 6th, that he had no expec- 
tation of being immediately ordered to make | 
this attack? And is it not equally evident, 
from their own acknowledgment in this 
pamphlet, that, if the Preſident had not re- 
ceived that letter, his intention of even pay- 
ing Lieutenant-colonel Campbell a viſit ex- 
tended to the courſe of a few days? What 
then cauſed his impatience to proceed upon 
it when he got there? Was it the co-inci- 
dence of opinion and congenial diſpoſition, 
the “idem velle atque idem nolle, of 
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell and his brother 
officers, that created this impatience, border- 
ing on diſtraction, which induced him to 
precipitate and hurry on this attack? In 
ſhort, it appears undeniable upon the very 
face of this pamphlet, that the Preſident 
himſelf did not intend this attack ſhould 
have been made on the morning of the 8th, 
until he- received Colonel Campbell's letter 
of the 6th; that he did not ſee that gentle- 

A man 


) 

man until late on the 7th; and that a very 
few hours in the afternoon of that day was 
all the time he gave that officer for previ- 
_ ouſly diſpoſing and arranging the little force 
by that time left him. 

With reſpec to the charge of our move- 
ments having begun at a late hour : —If 
between three and four o'clock in the morn- 
Ing, at which time they have juſt before 
told us the column marched, is a late hour, 
it is not eaſy to underſtand what they 
would have called an early one; and, con- 
ſidering the diſtance ſcarcely exceeded a 
mile, it certainly afforded time enough to 
have been upon the ſpot before day-break. 
But if they were a few minutes later, the 
almoſt inſurmountable obſtacles the ſoldiers 
had to encounter in traveriing that little 
diſtance, where they probably, in many 
places, required day-light to extricate them- 
ſelves, and were ſometimes obliged to leave 
their muſkets ſticking faſt in the clay be- 
hind them, ſufficiently accounts for it; and 
at the ſame time affcrds another ſtriking 
proof of that earneſt and ſteady determi- 
nation in the Preſident of urging ſo conve- 

nienily 
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nientiy the execution of his own orders, in 
ſpite of all obſtacles, phyſical or moral, ſo 
much admired and applauded by the Aſ- 
ſembly. 


I ſhall only further obſerve (for I have 
already ſaid more than, had it not been 
for the vote of the Aſſembly circulated 
throughout its medium, ſo contemptible a 
publication deſerves), that it appears as evi- 
dent as the ſun at noon, from the corre- 
ſpondence, facts, and circumſtances omitted 
and altogether unnoticed, that the very 
editors of this Apology were themſelves 
conſcious, when they compiled it, that 
neither the conduct of the Colonial Govern- 
ment nor the vote of the Aſſembly could 
be juſtified, +» 
Why have they omitted to ſtate a Gagle 
ſyllable reſpecting the cauſes which led to 
and occaſioned this inſurrection, and the 
perfect knowledge the Goverament had of 
the hoſtile diſpoſition of the adopted ſub. 
jects and their coloured progeny if not to 
conceal from people here, who are unac- 
quainted 
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quainted with theſe circumſtances, its highly 
criminal and, in its conſequencestoourfriends 
who were then in captivity, fatal negligence; . 
in not arreſting every one of them that 
might have been got hold of on the firſt, 
ſecond, and third days of the inſurre&ion ? 
Why hath the Preſident in this his Apo- 
logy furniſhed us with no return of the 
regular troops and militia, and of the ſhip- 
ping and ſeamen in the harbour of St. 
George's, on the evening of the 3d of 
March? How, without theſe, was it poſ= : 
fible to judge whether the force fent out 
under Capt. Gurdon on the 5th was as great 
as could poſlibly be ſpared for ſo im- 
portant a ſervice? May I not conclude, 
that theſe gentlemen were themſelves ſen- 
ſible, that, if theſe things had been made 
public, the pulillanimous and abiurd con- 
duct of retaining ſo great a foree in town, 
and the means the Government poſſeſſed of 
fending out a much ſtronger and more 
effective force, could not poſfibly have 

efcaped cenſure ? 
Is it not alſo apparent, that the authors of 
this Apology could, if they had choſen, - 
| have 
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have alſo furniſhed us with a correct re- 
turn of the adopted ſubjects and mulattos 
of French extraction; and have diſtinguiſh- 
ed thoſe who at firſt adhered; or ſeemed to 
adhere, to their duty; how long they did 
ſo reſpectively; and ſuch of them as roſe, 
and where, in rebellion? Why then has 
not this been done —if not to conceal the 
numbers of both white and coloured 
who might have been ſecured; the weak- 
neſs of thoſe who actually roſe in the firſt 
inſtance; and the facility with which this 
rebellion might have been ſtifled in its in- 


— 


fancy? 
Again, by omitting to ſtate how and when 


they increaſed, and to give any return of 
What artillery, ſmall arms, and ammunition, 
belonging to the Colony at leaſt, they had 
acquired, and carried up to Julien Fedon's 
eſtate of Belvidere; and when and by what 
means they were permitted to do ſo; and 
when, how, and by what means, the Delight 
got into Marguis, with a ſupply of arms and 
ammunition to them; theſe gentlemen, 
no doubt, flattered themſelves the fatal con- 
ſequences of the inaction and torpor of the 

Govern- 
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Government would be as completely over- 
looked by all, as by the Aſſembly. 
Finally, by their neglecting to ſhew what 
ſhipping and ſeamen were in Grenville har- 
bour, and, above all, when, how, and where- 
fore, they abandoned it ; that prepoſterous 
and unaccountable conduct, which cauſed in 
the ſequel the deſtruction of that town and of 
the whole country, and perhaps the greater 
part of the calamities which have ſince 
befallen Grenada, are kept as remote from 
ſight as poſſible; and evidently to pre- 
vent their being made ſubject to examina- 
tion and cenſure. 

With regard to ſuch of the letters of thi 
different commanding officers as have come 
to my knowledge, and do not appear in this 
publication, I have noticed Major Mel- 
| leroy's of the 6th, and Lieut. Col. Eſte's 
of the 7th, 8th, and gth of April, and alſo 
the obvious reaſons for ſuppreſſing them. 
Generally, however, it would be a difficult 
matter, and, where the ofhcers are no more, 
as in the caſe of the late Captain 'Gurdon, 
perhaps impoſlible, to detect particulars. In 
juſtice, however, to the character of that gal - 
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lant young officer, who untimely fell a vics 
tim to unfounded calumny, it would ſeem 
to me his letter to the Preſident, ſtating his 
reaſons—firſt, for not proceeding to attack 
the inſurgents. on the 6th and 7th—and 


ſecondly, for retreating firſt to Gouyave, and 


afterwards to St. George's on the evening 


of the $th of March, ought to have been 


publiſhed in this pamphlet by the Preſident. 
The laſt inſtance I ſhall mention (for I have 
certainly pointed out enough to prove how 
very conſcious theſe gentlemen themſelves 
were, that the conduct of the Colonial Go- 
vernment could not be juſtified), is that of 
Lieut. Colonel Campbell to the Preſident, 
dated Plaiſants, gth April 1795, where, 
among other things, all moſt important, he 
pointedly ſtates, that © the enemy had cer- 
tainly received a ſupply of am munition and 
arms; otherwiſe they never could have ſup- 
ported the continued and heavy fre of yel- 
terday (the 8th), where, excluſive of artil- 
lery, there could not poſſibly be leſs than 
700 firelocks employed.” This letter is 
evidently ſupprefſcd for the fame reaſons 
that induced the authors of this pamphlet 
: | to 
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to take no notice whatever of the arrival of 
the Delight at Marquis, with arms and am- 
munition for the inſurgents; for that would 
have afforded another irreſiſtible proof of 
the conſequences that followed the heſitating 
and dilatory conduct of the Preſident's go- 
vernment. The only thing farther that 
appears to be worthy of notice in this 
Apology for the Preſident, is his attempt 
to defend the proſcription of the whole of 
the inſurgents, and ſetting a price on their 
heads, by the proclamation of the 4th of 
March. I have already ſtated my ſentiments 
fully on that ſubject, and will now give the 
Preſident's arguments or reaſons for adopt- 
ing that meaſure, as ſtated by himſelf ſome 
months afterwards, by way of anſwer to 
the declaration iſſued on that ſubject by the 
French Commiſſioners, Hugues, Goyrand, 
and Lebas at Guadaloupe x. 1 
« It is not,” ſays he, © with a foreign 
«© enemy that the Government of Grenada 
% cortendss, The wretches who have de- 
« folated the iſland and aflaſſinated their 
e unſuſpecting fellow-ſubjeRs in the hour of 


* Vide Appendix, No, II. 
*Q « ſleep, 


o \ 
8 ͤ— T ¾⁵—Vnʒnjʃͤͤ̃ rp a ans — 
% 


*® 
2 * 
* : 


« ſleep, or drazged them away to mare de- 
übe rate butchery in their camp, are nat fo» 


4 reigners who have landed in arms to make 


* war; they are ſubjeQs of the King of Great 
“ Britain, many of them born under his 
“ government, and all bound to pay allegi- 
« ance to his Majeſty by the moſt ſolemn 
© treaties and oaths. The laws of every 


country conſider ſuch criminals ag the 
& outcaſts and ſcourges of ſociety, moſt juſtly 


deliver them over to death, and encourage 


* every good ſubject to uſe his beſt efforts 
4 for their deſtruction. It was for tlieſe rea- 


© ſons. that the Preſident and Council of 
Grenada offered, and ſtill offer, a reward 


to thoſe, who, at their perſonal riſk, un- 


“ dertake to execute the public juſtice on 
“ robbers, incendiaries, and aſſaſſins, whoſe 
conduct has diſgraced their nature. The 
& immutable principles of juſtice ſanctify 
« the meaſure; it is entirely conſiſtent with 


< every law of region, and with every in- 


&« ſtitution of ſociety,” 

Doubileſs all this is better addreſſed to the 
French Commiſſioners at Guadaloupe, than 
it would have been to any of the fathers, 
mothers, brothers, or ſons of our friends who 
were 
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was iſſued; but afterwards murdered at the 


tebel camp. Here the Preſident; months 


after, adduces its effects as his reaſons fot 
having iſſued it. An act of the inſurgents 
on the 8th of April, however horrible, could 
never juſtify what it would feem was deli- 


berately enough intended to have produced 


butcheries little leſs ſhocking, if the aſſaſſins 
could have been found, by a proclamation 
iſſued on the preceding 4th of March. On the 
day the Preſident and Council publiſhed this 
proclamation, and in the ſame hour almoſt 
carried it into execution, no burnings; no de- 
folation had begun; and the murdered 
were confined to eleven people at Grenville, 
and the murderers to a few mulatto miſ- 
creants of that diſtrict, who were therefore 
very juſtly and properly excluded from the 
general amneſty held out by it to all the reſt 
of the inſurgents. But where are we to look 
for the reaſons for iſſuing it, if not in the 
proclamation itſelf? The Preſident and his 


Council have themſelves therein ſtated, that 
there was ſtrong reafon to believe the 


* jnſurrection had been excited by the ma- 
*O 2 „ chinations 


were in eaptivity when his proclamation 
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e chinations of a few individuals, joined un 
% a moment of deluſion by others of a dif- 
< ferent deſcription,” &c. This they ſurely 
will not now ſay was a very good reaſon. 

for proſcribing and encouraging every good 
ſubject to aſſaſſinate ſuch of the latter de- 
ſcription, on their way to us, as might have 
been otherwiſe willing to have availed them- 
ſelves of the general amneſty held out by 
the ſame proclamation, and to have at- 
tempted to have eſcaped from the rebels and 
come to town. If Luſſan for example, in- 
ſtead of effecting his eſcape, as he did by 
Trinidada, had attempted it in this way, 


and, after eſcaping the purſuit of the rebels, 


had fallen in with a few Engliſh negroes (for 
I will not believe a white aſſaſſin was to be 
found of any deſcription in Grenada), who 
knowing this gentleman. to be French, and 
from the rebel camp, had ſtruck off his head, 
and brought it to the Preſident would not 
theſe aſſaſſins have been entitled to this re- 
ward? But, when the innocence of this 
gentleman came to be known, in what bet- 
ter ſituation could the Preſident have felt 
himſelf, than in that of Macbeth, when he 

exclaims 
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exclaims to Banquo's ghoſt in the play, 
« Thou canſt not ſay I did it?” But could 
the Preſident or his Council then take upon 
them to ſay, that there was not another 
man, that there were not many beſides Luſ- 
ſan wholly innocent of bad intention, but 
who found perhaps the only mode by which 
they could ſave their lives, was by ſeeming 
to join and accompany the real 1 
to their camp ? 

The Preſident very truly ſtates, chat the 
laws of this and of every other country de- 
liver over robbers, incendiaries, and aſſaſſins 
to death ; but ſeems to have forgotten, that 
the conſtitution of this and every civilized 
country has alſo eſtabliſhed a regular mode 
for, in the firſt place, identifying, proving, 
and convicting any perſon ſo accuſed of 
having been guilty of ſuch crimes. 

The execution of the criminal does not 
precede his trial and conviction, nor does 
the executive power in this ſtate employ 
aſſaſſins for executioners. To confound the 
innocent with the guilty is not very con- 
ſonant to the immutable principles of juſtice; 
nor, though ſanctioned by the authority of 
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the Attorney General of Grenada, is it very 
conliſtent with every law of religion and 
inſtitution of ſociety; 

But above all, as I have already obſerved; 
after the Prefident had decided that all this 
was juft; there ſtill remained another queſ- 
tion for his conſideration, and that was, 
whether ſuch a meaſure was wiſe? It re- 
mained in particular for him to confider how 
this meaſure might affe& our friends, whom 
they had made priſoners. Was it not rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that the rebels might 
otherwiſe have entertained an expectation, 
that by treating them well, and keeping 
them alive, in caſe of not ſucceeding in their 
enterpriſe, they might have been able to 
have made terms for their own ſafety ? But 
ſuch a proſeription and proffered reward for 
their heads, without exception, ſeemed cal- 
culated only to render them to a man deſpe- 
rate, and to ſhew them, that, whatever might 
be their treatment of our friends their pri- 
ſoners, fro:n us none of them were to ex- 
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Since J wrote * preceding obſervations, 
I have received copies of two motions made 
in the Aﬀembly of Grenada, ſubſequent to 
the reſolution of the 11th of May- 1795, 
which convey the ſenſe a conſiderable 
part of that Houſe very ſoon afterwards 
endertained; of the manner in which that 
vote was procured, and alſo of the Pre- 
ſident's pamphlet on which I have com- 
mented. The firſt of theſe was brought 
forward at the time that pamphlet was 
publiſhed in Grenada, in order, as ſtated. 
to the Aſſembly by the gentleman. who 

moved it, to give the members individually 
an opportunity of publicly avowing their 
diſapprobation of the calumnies, and vilifi- 
cations, with which he ſtated it to the Houſe 
to be fraught. 

The following is is a copy of this motion, 
as then taken by a member preſent from the 


minutes: 
“July 25th, 1795. 
GRENADA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 


AS an abſurd, ſcandalous, and anonymous | 


Pamphlet hath been juſt publiſhed, ſtyled 
* P «A Re. 
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A Review of the Events which have hap- 
pened in Grenada ſince the Commencement 
of the preſent Inſurrection to the Firſt of 
May ;—and to be continued if the Work 


meets with Encouragement;” which, on the 


one hand, is calculated, in the midſt of our 
colonial diſtreſſes, to vilify and alienate many 
reſpectable characters of the Iſland; and, on 
the other, to gloſs over and extenuate the 
negligence and delinquency of ſome perſons 
in the offices of government; and as the 
printer of this miſerable and defamatory 
Libel has been aſhamed to put his name to 
the ſame (although by ſome fraudulent 
means there hath been obtained for him a 
garbled and ſurreptitious Reſolution of this 
Honourable Houſe, as a pretended ſtamp for 
the authenticity of his miſrepreſentations 


and miſ-ſtatements to the public), I move 


that the ſuppoſed printer, of this abſurd, 
ſcandalous, and anonymous Pamphlet be. 
brought before this Houſe, in order to in- 
form it by what authority he has printed 
this garbled extract from its Minutes, and 
for juſtifying his preſumption in ſubmitting 


ſuch partial relations of its proceedings to 


the 


„ 

the public eye as may ſuit his on or party 

purpoſes, previous to their authoritative, 

collective Publication, legally ſanQioned ad 

the Votes of the Houſe itſelf t.. 
The Motion was N e by : a majority 

of —31x.” oy 

A Member moved for the 1 

of the above Motion, which Was Ne e 

the ſame majority. 

The other Motion, made on the pre- 


ſident's abdicating the command of the Mi- 


litia on the 12th of September thereafter, 
was copied in like manner from the Minutes 
by a wender then preſeatt, and is as og 
lows: i : 

That as a Bin for aint ad new re⸗ 


gulations of our Militia Act, and for trans 


ferring che command of the 'Militia of the 
Colony to the General Officer commanding 
his Majeſty's regular troops, which com- 
mand has been hitherto retained in the hands 
of the Preſident of the Iſland by the opera- 
tion of a colonial embodying Bill, has paſſed 
this Honourable Houſe a few days ago in 
compliance with a meſſage ſrom his Honour 
the FOTO in which he confeſſes himſelf 

| P2 forced 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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. forced. to this meaſure by legal diſcuſſions 
and explanations; and, as upon the 11th of 
May laſt this Houſe entered upon an exa- 
mination of certain papers and communi- 
cations, Being ſuch only as his Honour the Pre- 


fedent choſe to lay under its mſpettion, r relative 


to his military operations previous to that 
date, and upon wwhich ſolely a reſolution of 
approbation of his conduct was ſpeedily 
grounded and voted: that in conſequence 
of his Honour the Preſident's recent abdi- 
cation of his command over , the. Militia at 
this late period of the rebellion, confirmed by 
this new Bill, a Mefſage be immediately ſent; 
requiring of him to lay before this Houſe, 
as ſoon as it can be done, all the papers and 
letters which have paſſed between him and 
the different Officers of the Regulars. and 
Militia Corps, from his firſt aſſumption; of 
the command upon the breaking out of the 
Rebellion to the date of his relinquiſhing 
it, which have not been already ſubjected 
to the inſpeQion of this Houſe at the laſt 
examination of the 1 1th, of May ; ; but par- 
ticularly the correſpondences relative to the 


ONO and fatal attack made upon the 
| rebel's 


* 


20) 
rebel's camp che th of April, at which ame 
his Honour the Preſident, in the abſence of 
a general officer in the Colony, poſſeſſed and 
exerciſed an undiſputed and uncontrouled 
command over his Majeſty's Regular Troop 


and Colonial Militia; in order that, upon a 
full, clear, and impartial ſcrutiny and inveſ- 
tigation of cireumſtances, of - exertions, 
and of events, deliberately entered into by 
this Honourable Heuſe, the Public at large 
may be enabled to diſcover the cauſes and 
reaſons of the long continuance of our co- 
lonial calamities, and of thoſe unparalleled 
diſappointments and failures with which 
they have been accompanied: and in order 
that the inhabitants, together with all thoſe 
who are involved in our diſtreſſes, may ob- 
tain ſubſtantiated and certified public teſti- 
monies how far his Honour the: Preſident; 
while retaining the command in chief by 
virtue of the Embodying Bill, has merited, in 
the execution of his miniſterial and military 
functions, .1he approbation or the reprobation 
of the Repreſentatives of the People of the 
Government, or of his Majeſty's ſubjects in- 
tereſted in the Colony.” This Motion was 
negatived by a Majority of r 
| ; Theſe 


(202) 

Theſe motions prove the little reaſon tlie 
Preſident has to boaſt of the unanimity and 
manner in which the vote was paſſed in his 
ſavour on the 11th of May: But the fact 
is, that pending that reſolution, before the 
minutes were confirmed, an amendment 
was moved to it; after which; though re- 
jected, the vote of the 1 1th May could not 
With truth be called unanimous.” Hence 
that copy of it publiſhed in the Preſident's 
pampbler'i is, in the firſt of theſe motions, 
truly fiyled 'a'<' garbled" exttact.“ The 
8 of it, however, was ſoon 887 60 
ſuffer _ ** pe 0 * 4. 
—— 

Ho far it was ee to call all dle 
members of both Council and Aſſembly from 
their duty in the field at this time or 
how far the Legiſlature could be conſti- 
tutionally and legally called together during 
martial law, and a rebellion ſuch as then 
deſolated Grenada - are queſtions which 
ſhall not take upon me to decide. 


This much, however, ſeems clear, that if 
any ſort of freedom was to be allowed to 


theirdeliberations when met, it was abſolutely 


neceſſary to exempt every member of it 


from 
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from. the operation of martial law. during 
their ſittings. It is obvious too, that ng 
member of it could at one and the ſame time 
attend to bis duty as a Legiſlator in the 
Houſe of Aſſembly, and as a ſoldier out of 
it. The Preſident, it would ſeem, was of a 
different opinion; for, ſoon after this motion 
of amendment was made, he ordered the 
gentleman who moved it, in place of at- 
tending to his duty in the Aſſembly, which, 
was then ſitting, to do ſentinel's duty in the 
guard-houſe And, upon his refuſal, ſent a 
meſſage. to the ſpeaker, informing him that 
he, the Preſident, had ordered. one of | the 
members of the Aſſembly (naming bim) to 
be impriſoned, and tried for diſobedience to 


His orders! Two attempts were actually af- 


terwards made, and ftrenuouſly ſupported 


by the Preſident's friend before mentioned, 


the Judge Advocate of the Militia, to try 
this gentleman by general courts martial for 


this pretended crime, but happily fruſtrated 


by the firm deportment and well-digeſted 
legal defences of the priſoner. Diſappoint- 
ed through this medium, it will ſcarce- 
ly be believed that the Preſident, of his 

ON own 


ou authority, ordered this member of 
Aſſembly to be impriſoned for a month, and 


actually made him ſuffer this puniſhment 


for two weeks of that time, during the ſit- 
ting of the Aſſembly, in the common guard- 


Houſe in the town of St. George's !! !—A 
more efficacious method could not have 


been deviſed to prevent that gentleman, for 


a time at leaſt, from making motions, un- 
pleaſant to his Honour, in the Aſſembly. 


But what can any perſon think of the 
freedom of debate then permitted in that 


Houſe, and of the complexion of laws and 


reſolutions paſſed under the controul of a 


man ſo armed and ſo diſpoſed!! 


2 JY 61 
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Page 9, line 21, ſor 150 read 2 50. 
— 28, — 11, for be read have been 
— 33, — 13, for St. David's read St. Patrick's 
— 45. 3 for port read p 5 
— 570, —- 24, for full read change of 
— B80, note, for 4th read 11th 
—— 32, line 7, omitted after the word Beſides, the words 


| by occupying 
178, -— 1, for gth read 7th 
185, hit line and laſt word, for conveniently read con- 
vincingly 
192, — 20, for ſandiſy read ſanfion 
ArrenDix.—Page 17, line 9, for 5th read 975 
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